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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



Cincinnati, Ohio, October 4th, 1870. 

The Southern Commercial Convention h-iving assembled 
at 11 o'clocli, A. M., in Pike's Music Hall, it was c illed to 
order by Hon. R. M. Bishop, of Ohio, Vice President of 
the Convention held at Louisville, Ky., in October, 1869. 

Mr. Bishop said: 
Gentlemen op the Convention: 

In the absence of the Hon. Millard Fillmore, Presi- 
dent of the late Southern Commercial Convention, ot Louisville, aa 
a Vice President of that Convention, Jtom the State of Ohio, I have 
been requested by the Committee of Arrangements to call this Con- 
Tention to order. The task which has been imposed upon mo is a 
pleasant one. It is exceedingly pleasant to me to meet my fellow 
countrymen, from nearly all the States of this Union, who have been 
sent here, and who have met together for the purpose of delibera- 
ting upon important subjects in whieh we are all directly interested. 
That our deliberations cjaj be such as they should be, we will now, 
if the audience will please to arise, invoke the divine blesting. 

The delegates arose, and Rev. J. L. Robeetson made 
a prayer. 

Mr. R. M. Bl3H0P : Gentlemen, I now have the pleasure of 
introducing Hon. George F. Davis, President of the Board of 
Aldermen of Cincinnati, who will deliver a few words of salutation 
on behalf of our eity government. (Applause.) 
2 
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CONVENTION. 

Mr. Davis came forward on (he platform and spoke as 
follows : 

Me. Chaibuas and Gentlemen op the Southern Commercial 
Convention : 

It is made my pleasant duty, on behalf of the city 
government of Cincinnati, in the. absence of hia Honor the Mayor, 
to welcome you to our city. I do this the more heartily because 
you do not como to seek your own good as individuals, or that of 
any particular locality, but to consider the best interests of our 
whole country. Four meetings at Memphis, New Orleans and 
Louisville —the two first of which I had the pleasure of attendiog — 
were productive of much good, not only in the consideration of groat 
commercial questions, but in the formation of acquaintances among 
ourselves ; to a better knowledge of the necessities of the various 
portions of the country, and of their competence and ability, under 
a wise administration of affairs, to remedy them. We welcome you 
here, because we desire to form social acquaintance with you. Our 
country is so extended that wehave need to co:ne together in some 
sort of annual gathering, that we may gather up and carry back to 
the remote sections of our land the good will of each. Trade is 
said to be selfish ; but with its twin sister, commerce, it has been 
the forerunner of that which has been for the greatest good of man- 
■kind. the promotion of civil and religious liberty. Therefore, we 
welcome you as the representatives of the best ioterests of our 
whole country, and controlling that which by proper guidance, may 
keep this great aggregation of commonwealths united in one com- 
mon bond of union. Last year you met in a sister State, united by 
her Virginia mother to the Atlantic ocean on the east, and by the 
Mississippi and its tributaTies to the north-west, west and south to 
the great gulf of Mexico, To-day, you meet again on the border, 
in a State not less noble, and also united on the north, and thence 
east and west, by the noblest chain of lakes in the world, and by 
her river to the same great south and west as her sister Slate of 
Kentucky, Isolate either of these commonwealths from each other 
and the rest of (he country, and what harm to themselves, and what 
eonfusion to all others concerned I How can a land so united as 
we are by river and lake, by history and language and social ties, 
be disunited? May we not hope that these meetings on the border 
may be tte means of unitinu us all in one. We welcome you, 
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COSVENTIOS. 7 

therefore, with high hopes and large anticipations, tliat the results 
of your deliberations may result in great good to our common coun- 
try. And now, gentlemen of the Convention, I have the further 
pleasure of announcing that the people of our city are desirous of 
extending you a cordial weloome, and have chosen a distinguished 
son of Ohio to apeak in their behalf. I have the honor of intro- 
ducing to you the Hon, George H. Pendleton. 

Mr. Pendleton was received with prolonged and en- 
thusiastic cheers by the Convention. After some moments, 
silence was restored, and Mr. Pendleton spoke as follows : 

Gentlemen or the Convention; 

My fellow citizens have done me infinite honor to-day. 
The civic authorities, the commercial authorities, the Chamber of 
the Board of Trade, the people generally, have 
e to speak to you in their behalf. 

They have commanded me to give you a moat fraternal greeting. 
They have commandej me to say, with a sincerity and warmth for 
which I find no fitting words, that you are their honored and m< 
welcome guests. They have commanded me to say that they appi 
eiate the honor of your presence here, and they desire to recognize 
it by every act of courteous, and attentive, and affectionate h 
tality. (Applause.) 

These annually recurring meetings — this concourse of reprea 
tive men — these delegations from every State and City and Chamber 
of Commerce and combination of business men, from the Hudson to 
the Eio Grande — these earnest, thoughtful, learned debates by 
friends of every industrial interest, and advocates of every growing 
enterprise, from the Alleghanies to the Rocky mountains — attest 
the dignity of this Convention, and the magnitude of the questions 
committed to its consideration. 

Your predecessors who met at Norfolk in 1868 were few in num- 
bers, and the chief subject of their consideration was the ocean trade 
of the Atlantic cities with Europe. 

Your numbers already reach many hundreds ; and your debates 
will touch every project of material development — every phase of 
intelligent industry — every facility of commercial intercourse — 
every plan of finance and taxation — every encouragement of immi- 
gration—every question of governmental economy. 
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It must be so. This ConTOntion meets to consider and advance 
the interests of the great Mississippi valley. I say this in no aeJfiah 
or sectional sense. I say it in no narrow spirit. I would limit 
your duties and your influence to no local lines. 

The interests of the Slisaissippt valley are the center and source 
of the well being of other portions of the country. Its development 
is their growth. Its prosperity is their wealth; and when the hand 
of industry touches into life any dormant element of power which 
nature has hidden in its fields, or mines, or lakes, or rivers, they 
grow by its activity, and move under its impulsion. 

The iWississippi valley I The very name oalls up a vision of 
transcendent grandeur. Mountains filled with ores; valleys instinct 
with fecund life; prairies carpeted with the most brilliant wild 
flowers, and redolent of the sweetest perfumes ; lands generous with 
wheat, corn and barley ; lands teeming with cotton, rice and sugar ; 
the anowolad fields of the North shading into the dusky yellow of 
the parched and thirsty South; the freezing blasts of Canada, melted 
to genial breezes in the warm embrace of the fervent winds of 
Florida. 

It stretches from central Pennsjivauia to the western boundary 
of Kansas, from the Lake of the Woods to the gulf of Mexico. Its 
soils are fertile; its mines are productive; its forests are. eshaust- 
leas ; its skies are bright ; its climates are healthful ; God lias given 
to it every element of wealth; every attribute of beauty; and 
through its whole length the great river, made of the confluent 
waters of every spring and rivulet and stream in all its broad ex- 
panse, rolls its ceaseless flood from the frozen regions of the arctio 
ices to the golden orange groves of the sun-begotten tropics. 

Cheap lands and abounding breadstuffs will secure its future. 
Ere long a hundred millions oi people will iuhabit it. They will 
till its fertile soil; they will work its fruifful mines; they will 
manufacture its raw materials ; they will bring every force of nature 
into co-operation with every appliance of art, and use both with 
every device of human ingenuity and every efibrt of human industry 
in the development q? its unrivaled resources. 

They will be an active, enterprising, self-reliant, audaoious 
people. 

They will not submit to isolation. 

They will require and they will have free, uninterrupted, easy 
communication with the gulf of Mexico by the Mississippi river; 
with the Chesapeake by tho canals of Virginia ; with Sandy Hook 
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by the canals of New York; with the North Atlantic by the laies 
and the St, Lawrence. 

Thej will reach the Pacific by the Northern and the Central 
and the Southern Railroads. 

They will dig through the niountainB of Tirginia,. and import by 
way of Norfolk. They will thread the valleys of Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and load the ships of Charleston and Suvannah. TLey 
will build the leveea of the southern rivera, and reclaim to cultiva- 
tion their rich alluvion. 

They will sweep away every embarrassment, caused by a restrict- 
ive, or, if you prefer the word, a protective system; and they will 
demand every improvement in the burden of taxation and in the 
benefits of currency which the most enlightened and sagacious 
civilization can suggest. 

And I would fain believe that in the midst of this splendid mate- 
rial advancement they will never forget that in the eyes of God and 
humanity they are charged with the preservation of free govern- 
ment, and with the maintenance, as its best guarantee, of the con- 
federated system of our fathers. (Loud applause.) 

Does this consummation seem improbable? 

Look at the ocean telegraph, at the Pacific railroad, at the Suez 
eanal, at the delicate machinery which does actually supply the 
place of human hands, and can almost think ! and who shall doubt 
that the Almighty has touched with Jiving fire the inventive genius 
of this age, and has subjugated to the control of daring and auda- 
cious man the mysterious forces which fill the earth, and sea, and 
air. 

'■ We live in deeds, not in years; in thought, not breaths j 
In feelings, not in figures on the dial. 
We should count time b; heart throbs ; 
He moat lives 
Who tliinke molt, feels noblest, aots the best," 

Gentlemen, it is your work to aid this development— to set in 
motion those agencies which shall tend to its accomplishment. 

This is the Southern Commercial Convention. 

Ohio was the first fruit of the munificence of liberal, patriotic, 
magnanimous Virginia. Eldeat-born of the north-west, the fairest 
of her sisters, conscious of her own matured and matronly beauty, 
she looks with loving pride upon their youthful bloom and vigor. 
In her name I bid you welcome. 
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10 SOUTSEKN COMHEIRCIAL OONVESTIOS. 

Cincinnati is the queen of the Okio. Sha has been throned by 
her industry ; and the dark crown which sits forever upon her fair 
brow ia the symbol of her royalty and the sign of her intelligent 
aai indomitable labor. In her name I bid you welcome I 

Her people are sagacious enough to be foresight^d, wise enoush 
to be instructed, large enough to take within their affections every 
one of their countrymen. 

In their names I bid you welcome, thrice welcome, to their homes 
and their hearthstones 1 

Wild applause fcJlowed the coQclusion of Mr. Pendle- 
ton's address. 

Mr. Theodore Cook, Chairman of the Committee of 

Arrangementa, then announced to the Convention that as 
soon as the number of delegates from each Sbate had been 
reported to the Secretary, arrangements would be made to 
have the members oi^ each delegation located together, and 
requested the chairman of each State delegation to report 
as soon as possible. Mr. Cook also announced the place 
selected for headquarters of the Convention, and where the 
committee rooms were located. Also, that the Committee, 
of Arrangements proposed to have a Banquet on Friday 
evening, and requested that delegates would mak» no other 
arran,L[,ements for that evening. 

Mr. Cook then read notes of invitation to the delegates 
from the Y. M. M. Libritry Association ; from the managers 
of the Industrial Exposition ; from the Managers of the Thea- 
ters ; from the President of the Sti-eet R. E,. Companies ; 
from the President of the Chamber of Commerce ; from 
the Managers of the Telegraph Lines, and followed these 
with the reading of the official list of subjects submitted 
for the consideration of the Convention, as follows : 

The following subjects having been officially reported to 
the Committee of Arrangements are presented to this Con- 
vention for its consideration and action : 
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1. Direct trade between southern Atlantic cities and Europe.— 

(Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

2. Southern Pacific Railroad. — (Adjourned from Louisville Con- 

vention.) 

3. Obstruction to navigation by narrow span bridge piera. — (Ad- 

journed from Louisville Convention.) 

4. Continuous water line communication between tlie Mississippi 

river and the Atlantic seaboard, — (Adjourned from Louis- 
ville Convention.) 

5. Removal of obstructions from the mouth of the Mississippi 

river. — (Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

6. Construction of permanent levees on the Mississippi river. — 

(Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

7. Finance and taxation. — (Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

8. Removal of the national capitol, — (From St. Louis.) 

9. To abolish all toll charges on the navigable rivers of the Uni- 

ted States.— (From Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

10. The enlargement of the more important lines of canal in the 

United States so as to render them navigable for vessels pro- 
pelled by steam. — (From Cincinnati.) 

11. The charges on passenger and freight trafEe by rail and water 

lines. — (From Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

12. That all railway viaducts over navigable rivers, be made high- 

ways for railroad companies, which will pay their pro-rata 
toll on same; and that efforts be made to secure legislation 
to that effect. — (From Cincinnati Chamber Commerce.) 

13. To abolish throughout the whole country ail license imposed 

on commercial travelers.— (Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

14. Free trade in money. — (Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce,) 

15. A settled policy in the public interest in regard to the disposi- 

tion of the Government lands, — (City of Cincinnati.) 

16. Improvement of seacoast harbors, — (From Mobile Board of 

Trade,) 

17. Wharfage on the navigable rivers, — (City of St. Louis.) 

18. Ample railroad facilities from the Ohio river to the central 

south. — (From Chattanooga, Teon.) 

19. Direct and reciprocal trade with Bradl and other South 

American countries. — (From Dubuque, Iowa.) 

20. Tares and short weights. — (From Cincinnati Chamber of Com- 

merce.) 
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12 BOOTHEHN COMMERCIAL OONVEKTIOS. 

aBSOLUTION ADOPTED AT SESSION OP eOPTHERN COMMERCIAL CON- 
VENTION, HELD AT LOUISVILLE, KY., OCTOBER 12TH, 18G9. 

Resolved, That the regular Standing Committees of the Lonia- 
Tille Convention, be requested to report for the respectful consid- 
eration of the nest Commercial Convention upon the subject for 
which said Committeea were respectively raised, and that the Chair- 
man of said regular Committees he ipso facto members of said nest 
(JoDvention. 

Mr. Cook from the Committee of Arrangements also 
stated that interesting letters, some of which referred to 
the subjects before the Convention, had been received from 
the following named gentlemen : 

B. F, Potts, G-overnor of Montana; David J. Burr, Bichmond, 
Virginia; Wm. Preslon Johnston, Lexington, Virginia; Edward 
Young, Chief United States Bureau of Statistics; John L, Cham- 
berlain, Gfovernor of Maine; Hamilton A. Hill, Secretary and 
Treasurer National Board of Trade, Boston ; Frederick Fraley, 
Philadelphia, President National Board of Trade ; A. McDonald, 
Arkansas; G-overnor J. W, Stevenson, Kentucky; Senator Howard, 
Michigan; Bellamy Storer, William Dennison, Columbus; P. A. 
Sawyer, Now York; R. Ransom, Wilmington, North Carolina; 
T. W. Ashborn, Jacksonville, Florida; F. 0, Howe, Michigan; 
Governor Powell Clayton, Arkansas; Wendell Phillips; James 
Longstreet, New Orleans; General George B, McClellan; Governor 
David Butler, N^hraska; Aaron F. Perry, Cincinnati; Alphonso 
Taft, Ex-President Millard Fillmore, Senator John Sherman, Hon, 
Hamilton Fish, Oarl Schurz; George V jokers, Maryland; Henry 
A. Wise, Virginia; George W. H. Smith, Alabama; Postmaster 
General Creswell; Josiah Quincy, Massachusetts; Governor J, W. 
McClurg, Missouri; Commodore Maury, Virginia ; R, D. Bullock, 
Georgia; Senator Willard Warner, Alabama; Senator Ramsey, 
Minnesota; Governor Padelford, Rhode Island; W. S. Groesbeck, 
Cincinnati; Horace Capron, Washington, D. 0. 

Which were ordered given to the press for publication. 

On motion, a committee of one from each State, on per- 
manent organization, on rules and order of business, and 
on credentials was ordered, — the Chairman of each State 
delegation to name a gentleman for each of the Commit- 
tees, as the roll of States is caUed by the Secretary. 
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A recess of fifteen minutes was then taken, after which 
the Convention was called to order by Mr. Bishop, the 
Chairman, and the Secretary called the States with the fol- 
lowing result: 

COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT ORQANIZATION. 

Alabama, G. H. Wilcox; Arkansas, Geo. E. Dodge; Florida, H. 
L.Hart; Georgia, H. D. Capers; Iowa, T. M. Monroe; Indiana, 
F. P. Careon; Kentucky, S. W. Morton; Kansas, W. G. Coffin; 
Louisiana, 0. F. Buddefce ; Mississippi, C. A. Foster; Maryland, R. 
R. Kirkland; Missouri, Barton Able; Michigan, J, J. Newell; 
Massachusetts, R. E. Robhina ; New York, J. H. Drake; Nevada, 
John G. FoK ; North Carolina, J. 0. Mills ; Ohio, Judge O'Brien ; 
South Carolina, W. S. Hastie; Tennessee, Wm. J. Sjkes; Teias, 
C. Gr. Forshey; Virginia, W. W. Walker; Wiseonsin, D. M. Kel- 
ley ; Illinois, P. W. Dater. 



! ON ORDER OP BUSINESS, 

Alabama, Charles A. Miller; Arkansas, B. D. Williams; Flori- 
da, P. H, Raiford; Georgia, B. A. Gaskill; Iowa, H. W. Rothert; 
Indiana, H, W.Cloud; Kentucky, Charles B. Long; Kansas, J. 
L. Pendery ; Louisiana, D, C. LaBatt ; Mississippi, J. P. Pryor ; 
Maryland, S. P. Thompson ; Missouri, D. T. Jewett ; Michigan, J. 
J. Jewell ; Massachusetts, N. P. Banks ; New York, P. Clark ; Ne- 
vada, J. G. Fos ; North Carolina, J. C. Mills ; Ohio, B. F. Bggles- 
eton ; South CaroHna, J. Barrett Cohen ; Tennessee, D. A, Kenne- 
dy ; Teaas, G. W. Throckmorton ; Tirginia, John E. Roller ; Wis- 
consin, B. J. Stevens ; Illinois, 0. S. Hough. 

COMMITTEE ON CBBDENTIALS. 

Alabama, J. M. Humphrey ; Arkansas, J. 0. Maocabe ; Florida, 
R. B. Hilton; Georgia, W. W. Flucllen ; Iowa, T. M. Munroe; 
Indiana, S. B. Gilbert; Kentucky, A. S. Berry; Kansas, Isaac 
Young] Louisiana, J. W. Sberer; Mississippi, T. W. Stringi 
Maryland, Robert Fowler ; Missouri, Clinton B. Flak ; Michigan, 
J. J. Newell ; Massachusetts, N. P. Banks ; New York, J. R. Ti 
ner; Nevada, J. G. Fox; North Carolina, A. A. Campbell; Ohioi 
C. W, Rowland; South Carolina, Ge'orge L. Holmes; Tennessee, 
W. P. Rathbourn ; Texas, A. C. McKeehan ; Virginia, R. D. Lilley; 
Wisconsin, 0. B. Thomas; Illinois, P. L. Underwood. 

The ConTention then adjourned until three o'clock, P. M. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention met at three o'clock, P. M. Mr, R, M. 
Bishop m the chair. 

The Chairman : Gfentlemen, the first busioess in order will 
be the reports of Committeea, commencing with the report of the 
Committee on Oredeatiais. 

Gen. N. P. Banks, Chairman of the Committee oq Cre- 
dentiala, then made the following report : 

Cincinnati, October 4th, 1870. 

The Committee to which was referred the credentials of delegates 
to the Convention, with instructions to examine and report upon 
the same, have attended to the duty assigned to the Committee, and 
respectfully report, that delegates properly accredited are present 
from twenty-five States, viz : Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Maryland, Missouri, Michigan; Massachusetts, New York, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin, and also from (75) seventy five of 
the principal cities, representing the commercial interests of the 
United States, That the number of delegates now present is (350) 
three hundred and fifty, all of whom arc properly accredited and 
entitled to seats as members of the Convention, for the States and 
cities they are appointed to represent — a list of delegates is hera- 
nith appended ; 
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Petersburg, Va, 




City 






DanfiUe, Ky. 






Adams, Capt. M. B 

Able, Cnpt. Bnrtou 


Webater'i f dy. & mach. w. 
Union Meroh. En 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
St. Louie, Mo. 
Louisvine, Ky. 




City 








Anderaon, Gea. Job. R 


Cham, of Com 


Richmond, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 






Baroh, Hon, J. C 


City-, 




BJihop, R. M 

Burns, M 


Board of Trade-. 

-5tli Tsnn. Cong. District,, 


Cincinnari, 0. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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Bksb, Col. Jbd M 

Bryson, Col. M. A 

Blackman, A. 

Brinkloy, i B 

Brinkley, Ros. iaa. P.. 

Itluraenberg, Sea. L 

BflokurtB, llerm 

Bishop, Harry 

Bridgofopd, Jas 

Bradey, D C 

BarkbouEe, L 

Bureli, Geo 

Baldwin, Frank H 

Birr, L T 

Bani, W. T 

. Martin 



Bur 



I, Gidean— 



Duller, Jos, C— 
Biggs, Hon. IkeB. &.. 
Bruoe, W. S 

Bates, fas, H 

Buddecke, C. T._ 
BiLlcer, Marion A 

Burwell, W, IC 

Baker, 0. K 

Baker, Col. Ben. ; 



.-City — 

O. M. Eiohange— 

,_D. M, Bjebange— 

City 

State 

City 

City 

City 

City 

Board ^f Trade— 

Board of Trade 

— Ssutiern Stock Tards. 

City 

City 

City- 

City 

City 

State 

Cham, ot C«m 

City 

State 

Cham, of Com 

City 

City.. ^ 

_._.-Ciiani. of Com 

.-Hew Tork Cotton Ei 
City 



t. Laui 



Mo. 



Baltimore. 

Bidtimore, Md- 

Baltimore, Md. 

Louis rille, Kj. 

Louis Title, Ky. 

Louisville, S.J. 

'- - = --ille, Ky. 
ille, Ky. 

Louisville, Ey, 

CXn«iiiaati, 0, 
nnati, O. 

CinoinBati, 0. 

Ciucinuati, 0. 

Cincinnati, 0. 

Cincinnati, 0. 
. Cinainaati. 0. 
. Mompbis, tl'enB. 
_ Memphis, 'lean. 
. Now Orleans, La. 



w Orlen 



I, La. 



-Nov Orleans, La. 
. New York City,; 
. New York City. 
. Jackson, Miss. 
. Jackson, 0> 



aa Iron Co.- 
..Stat 



. Mat 



1,0. 



Baum, Co!. L. S 

Berry, A. 8 

Bowman, J. B 

Berry, Austin 

Baldwin, H. F 

Boles, CoL W. M 

Bowea, W. R 

Behan, W.J 

Buok, Hon. a. C 

Brauob, Col. Thos : 

Breed, G. C 

Butler, Wra. A 

Bishop, Levi 

Broome, J, R 

fiuTTOughe, Dr. R. B 

Buts<sh, Val 

Buell, flea. Ooo. P 

Button, Chas. W 

Carson, Capt. P. P 

Cloud, Dr. H. W 

Carpenter, William 

ChilMD, Gea. Cle». W__,., 



Tred Iron Works 

...c. & V. w. a. R. Co ,- 

state 

_» Regent Ky. University . 

State 

Slate 

Union Iron Co..... 

City 

State 

State 

M., C. & L. R. a 

City 

City 

..aock Hills Manuf. Co. 
City 



Rome, Ga. 

Waltfaaia, Mass. 

Ooi-doaaiille, Va. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Newport, Ky. 

Lexington, Ky. 

Zanesville, 0. 

Toledo, 0. • 

Portsmouth, 0. 

Michigan City, Ind. 

Now Orleans, La. 

Vioksburg, Miss. 
. Richmond, Va. 
. Clarkaville, Tenn. 
. Detroit, Mioh. 
. Detroit, Mich. 
. Rock Mills, Ala. 
, Tallahassee, Fla. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Waco, Tei. 

Lynchburg, Va, 



City lEvansville, Ind. 

City Evansville, Ind. 

City „|Evan8ville, Ind. 

..State at L»rge |Louistillo, Ky, 
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Cubbina, Jno 

■Churoii, Capt, C. B— 

Clapp, J. W 

Cole, E, W 

CUrli, M. H 

Conlter, M. B 

Cook, Theodore 

Cloagh, H. P — 

Cirrolhers, Wm. H„. 
Corwine, Hon. B. M., 

Clark, JttB. M 

Chamberlain, 8 

Cohen, J. Barrett.. 
Carrington, I. F 
Clark, Peter.. 

Camp, C. B 

Coffin, Col. W. a — 
Capers, Col, H. D — 
Cantwell, Dr. J. ¥_, 
Clark, Maj. P. 0., 
Cheever, H. M.. 
Casey, J»B. B. — 
Carliele, Hon. Jni,. ^. 
CirWheon, Hon. S. M.. 
Carter, Ur. Jm 
Clark, Chai 
Campbell, i 



Dalian, 1 
Davis, Jno. B... 

Dorn, Julius 

Dater, P. W 

Dison, Arthur 

Darnell, 8. H 

Doraej, Hon. J, V 

Dodge, Geo. E 

Dravo, Capt. Cbaa. A. 
Drake, Jas. H 

Eggleaton, Hon. B 

Elliott, K. 8 

Edwards, Kichard — 

Emley, S. C 

Eoders, Jno . 

Ernat, Wm 

Fisk, Gen. C. B 

Jletoher. Hon. 1. C._ 
Forsbey, Col. C Gl,, 

Foi, Jno. Q 

fearing, Oea. B. D,_ 



BBFBBSEHTINa. 



state 

.City 

Stale 

-Cily 

City 

Naab. & Chatlanoo|[n B.K. 

. Board of Trade 

.Chat. Leath Manf. Co... 
Board of Trade 

.(Jlobe Roiling Mill Co.. 

City 

Citj 

Slate 

Cham, of Com. 
Cham, of Com. 
M. & 0, 8. K. Co^.-. 
Cotton Exchange. 
Cily, 




City.. 

City 

City__ 
.City.. 

Board of Trade- 

Board of Trade 

City 



New Castle, Ky. 
LouiBTJlle, Ky. 
Memphia, Tentt. 
Memphia, Tena. 
Memphis, Tenn, 
KasbTiDe, Tenn. 
ClaikSTille, lenn. 
Chattanoogo, Tenn. 
Cinoinnati, O. 
Cinciniiati, O. 
Cinoinnati, .0. 
CiDoinnati, O. 
Cineinnali, 0, 
Columbus, O. 
Charleston, 8. C. 
RiohiBond, Ta. 
New York City. 
New York City. 
Leaven worth, Kansas. 

Decatur, Ala. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Mobile, Ala. 
Covington, Ky. 
Covin gl<iD, Ky. 
Detroit, Mich. 
New Orleans, La. 
Rudoey, Miss. 
<jorlh Carolina. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Memphis, TenD. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Louisville, Ky, 
Louisville, Ky. 
Chicago, Ills. 
Chicago, IDs. 
Jasper, Ga. 
PHjua, Ohio. 
Little Rock, Ark. 



Produce Exchange 

Cbam. of Com 

Union Meroh. Ex 

Cily 



Cincinnati, 0. 

Louis, Mo. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

New Orleans, L». 

Rich mood, Ta. 

Covington, Ky. 

_ St. Louia, Mo. 
.. St. Louis, Mo. 
. Galveston, Tei. 

u City. Nevada. 
. Cincinnati, 0. 
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B,ae»Bssinisa. 


™. 


Powler, H»n. J. S — 

Powler, »on. Rsbert 

Fowler, Roberts 


Hon. Delegate 


Nashville, Tena. 




Baltimore, Md. 






::::"::.. City... 








Viotsburg, Miss. 






























Greenwood, Miles 

Glaasford, H. A 


Board of Trade 

Board of Trade 


i.ineiniiati, 0. 
CiDcinnati, 0. 








Gilpin, Tho3 








Griffin, Ga. 










State 


Philadelphia, Pa. 








.. :::::city 










Gibson, Jaa. W 


Cham, of Com 


Richmond, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 


Geisler, Hon. Samuel 

Omham, Andrew 


- - City - 

Board of Trade 


LouisTille, Kt. 
















New Yorli City. 

Alexandria, Va. 
Lycchburg, Va. 


Hill, Dr. J. C 

Hnghea, Robert W 


--Waflhington & 0. E. a _ 
v., & R. R. B 




W. &P.can & steam bt. Co 


Palatlia, Fla. 
Annapolis, Md. 
ShrcTeport, La. 
New Orleans, La. 


Hollyday, Hon. C 




HiiD«ook, E. C._. 


City 


Higby, L. J 

Humphrey, Oea. Jno. M.. 


Cham, of Com 

City 


New Orleani, La. 
Huntsville, Ala. 














Hunlington, H. D 


C, il. & D, R. E 


Cinoinnali, 0. 




City 


Cincinnati, 0. 






Coyington, Ky. 
Ne«port, Ky. 
Chicago, Ills. 
Chicago, Ills. 
Brunswick, Ga. 
LaGrange. Ga, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Honshell, Col. D. 3 

Hougli, 0. S 


..-L.& Big Sandy E.R— 
Board of Trade 


Harris, Dr. J. J 


City_ 




.New Era & A. Ga. Dflilj_ 
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James, Hod. E. A 

Jones, Hon. TLm. M — 

Johnson, M. H 

Johnson, Geo L 

Johnson, T. S 

Jewett, Hon. D. T 

Jewett, G. M 

Jonas, M. B 

Kennard, John H 

Kerr, Capt. James 

Kirkland, Robt. R 

Kaiser, H.I 

Kecne, Edw, A 

Kennedy, D. A 

Kelly,' D.M 

Kinsey, Joseph 

Lnne, P. P 

Lippeocott, W, J 

Lye, F. J., Jr 

Lillle, Hon. W. W 

lowry, J. J 

Laurey, H. Z 

Lilley, Gen. R. D 

I«ng, Chis, R 

Labatt, DaTid C 



Montgomery, Jos 

Mernweather, W. H-_. 

MeCo]Iou|h, A. D 

MoIWain, Jno. B 

Morton, S. W 

Milchell, Robert 

Mathers, Richard 

McLean, Gen. K. C 

Maorejdy, B 

Minor, Jno. D 

Moerlein, Chris 

Matthews, Hon. S 

Mills, Jos. F 

McBurney, A. Q 

McClintiok, W T 

MoKaig. T. Jt Jr 

Mules, T.H 

Mott, Hoc. R. L 

McCany, Col. 8. R.._ 

Moore, Hon. M, M 

Miioroe, T. M 

Maccabe, J. C 



Chmn, Com. Tenn. R. Imp. 
..Nash. & Decatar R. E_. 

City 

Board of Trade 

Cham, of Cmb 

State 

L., A. &N. W. K. R 

City 

City 

Kouna Line Red RW. Sl.mrs 
.Board of Trade and City. 

City 

City 

State 



Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Pulaski, Tenn. 
ClavkSTille, Tenn. 

nnali, O, 
Cincinnati, 0. 
St. Lonis, Mo. 
Leu Ten worth, Kaosaa 
Mobile, Ala. 



Balliuiore, Md. 
Baltimore, Md. 
CI arks Till e, Tenn. 
ensburg. Wis. 



Stale 

City 

uloan Iron Works 

.Cham, of Com 

. _Wasbington Coll, Va_. 

City 

City 



City 

City 

City 

..Mannf. & Fiaanee Co.. 

State 

..Mitchell & R, Fur. Co- 

Cham, of Com 

- City & Del. of Post & Co. 

City 

City 

City 

City 

Cham, of Cora 

Slate 

M. & C. R. E 

City 

City 

..8d GeorgLa Con. Cist.. 

.: City 

Slate 

Chn. Com.onCen. Wtr. Lini 
lat Aik. Con. Cist 



. Cincinnati, 0. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
Delphos, 0. 
Povtsmcuth, 0. 
Chaltanooga, Tenn. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Lexington, Ta. 
LonisTille, Ky. 
New Orleans, La. 

LonisTille, Ky. 
Louiatille, Ky. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Lonisville. Ky. 
LouisTille, Ky. 
Lou is Till e, Ky. 
Lexington, Ky. 
Cineinnati, 0. 



1,0. 
Cinoinnati, 0. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
icinnati, O. 
Cincinnati, O. 
■ innati, 0. 
iQDati, O. 
Lebanon, 0. 
Chillicolbe, 0. 



Baltli 



i, Md. 

,, Md. 
Columbus, Ga. 
A linn I a, Ga. 
Savannah, Ga. 
.Dubuque, Iowa. 
Helena, Ark. 
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Miller, Col. C. A._. 
Miller, Hod. Wm ^. 

Mayer, L, K 

Meek, R 



Martin, Prof. Chag 

MoCaniey, Hon. Jaa 

Mihills, U. D 

Newman, W. T 

Noble, James 

Nojes, L. J. 

Nagle, J. E 

Newall, J«8. J 

Newton, Dr. R. S 

Newland, Dr. E 

O'Seil, Bern 

OBborne, R 

Overall, E. E 

Fittman, Hon. Danl 

Pitner, A. G 

Powell, NathBoiel 

Pierce, Hon, W, S 

Puree II, Hon. James 

Pieraon, Danl. B 

PottB, Edward 

Pryor, Col. J. P 

Piesoott, G. P 

Prague, F. A 

Park, floward P 



Pittsfield, Capl. 0. A 

Roftche, Hon. A. L 

Kitsinger, Fred 

Bay, Wni.R 

Kabel, W. F 

Ray, Dr. Edwin S 

Ridenour, J G 

Rothert, H. W 

Remelin, Hon.CliaB. 

EsBor. Wm 

Rowland, C. W 

Reid, SftmJ. V 

Rftiford, Col. P. H 

Rttfbbourn, Hon. W. P.... 

EeeB, David E 

Roller, Hon. Jno. E 

Rawaon, L. Q 

Rhodes, Cbce. B 



__. Board of Trade 

State 

City 

City 

_..M. C. &L. R, R 

City 

etate 

Stale 

- City 

State 

A. & R. Air L. R. R... 

Rome Iron Works 

Slate & City 

,New Orleans Preas-.- 

City 

1. & 0. Steam NaT. Co. 
City 

—Board of Trade 

City 

City 

City 

Rome R. B. Co 

City ... 

— City 

6th C6ng. Dial 

Mil. Lumber Co 

City 

■^ City 

— City 

City 

City 

...Board of Trade 

... Board of Trade 

La. Cotton Manuf 

,„ City 

City 

City 

City 

City 

.._._...City 

City 

City 

City 

Cham, of Com 

Cham, of Com 

Board of Trade 

City 

City 

"III~~8tate"I"ri~ 



Charlotte, N. C. 

itgomory, Ala- 
Mobile, Ala. 
Mobile, Ala. 
ClarksTille, Tenn. 
Pittsburg, Pa, 



Ham. Sid. College, 
Chicago, Ilia 
Fond du Lac, Wis. 

Atlanta, Qa. 
Rome, Ga. 

Orleans, La. 
New Orleana, La. 

an, Mich. 

York. 
Mew Albany, Ind. 

Charleston, S. 0. 
Petersburg, Va. 
Oiford, Miss. 

Atlanta, Ga. 
Rome, Ga. 
Madison, Ind. 
ludianapoIiB, Ind. 
Washington C H., 0. 
Cincinnati, 0. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Corinth, Miss. 
Richmond, Va. 
Coiington, Ky. 
Opelika, Ala. 
Leavenworth, Kan, 
Chicago, Ills. 
New Orleans, La. 

IniJianapolia, Ind. 
" inapolia, In<l. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Keokuk, Iowa, 
Cincinnati, 0. 
Cinoinnati, 0. 



Jacksotitille, Fla. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Bock wood, Tenn, 
Horiisbarg, Va. 



by Google 



BODTBEKN COUUCROIAL COHVENTIOtr. 



Reynolds, Hon. E. M.. 

Ricbardeon, D 

Robertson, Jno. B 



Smith, Hon. H. A 

Smilb, Henry H 

Senior, James N 

Schley, Dr. Jaa. M 

Stetson, W.S 

StjlsG, Col. C. W 

Speights, A M 

Sleeper, Oen. H. S 

Smith, Hon. Z. F 

Scott, Harris 

Spiliman. Jamea 

Smith, Geo. B 

t^easongood, Lewis 

SimpliuBon, Jno 

Show, ThoB. F 

BteiTBrt, Capt. J. B 

Sadler, 0. M 

Stannard, Hon. E. _.. 

Sturgeon, Hon. I 

Stewart, J. R 

Storey, P. R 

Stringer, Hon. T. W 

Stafford, E 

Sherer, J. W 

Suit, 8. Taylor 

Sweitier, Gen. J. B 

Sejmour, Chas 

Shan, W. B 

Torrence, Jas. F 

Tttjlor, S. Leafer 

Thompson, S. P 

Throckmorton, Got. G, W, 

Turner, Jas. R 

Thomas, Jno. T 

Turner, G P. M 

Turner, Thomas 

Thompson, Hon.J 

Twicliell, e. C 

TcbbettB, J. M 

Underwood, P. L 

Vallandigham, Hon. C. L. 

Wilder, Jno, T 

Warder, Jas- A 

Wheeler, X 

Wheeles, Capt. J. F _. 



Cham, of Com 

Board of Trade 

..Rome Iron Manuf. Co... 
.Ga. & Ala. Steamboat Co- 
.„Cornwall Iron W. Co— 

City-. 

Oity„ 



Cily.. 

State 

State 

.Cbih. &OhioR R 

.Jeff. & Ind R. R 

City 

State 

City 

City 

City 

_Tenn. Eiyer Traosp. Co. 

Board of Trade 

Union Meroh. Ex 

State 

...J. R. Stewart & Co... 

City 

City 

State 

City 

Stats 

""Illlllsiate "IIIIIII 
.Boston, T, & M. T. Com. 

City 

Cham, of Com 

..Board of Trade & City.. 
..Transp. Cont R. R. Co.. 

Produce Eich 

State 

Stale.. -. 

State 

Cham, of Com 



. Montgomery, Ala. 
. Gftlveston, Tei, 
.New Orleans, La. 

Memphis, Tenn. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Rome, Qa. 
Rome, Ga. 
Rome, Ga. 
Savannah, Ga. 
. Sava ' ~ 



lah, Ga. 
_ Albany, Ga. 



Leavenworth, Kan, 



Emine 



3,Ky. 



ille, Ky. 

igtoti, Kj. 
Wooster, 0. 

cati, O. 
Cineinnati, O. 
Cincinnati, (>. 
Decatur, Ala. 
Charleston, S. C 
St. Louis, Mo. 
St. Louis, Ma. 
Madison, Ind. 

Albany, Ind. 
Vict a burg. Miss. 
Jackson, Miss. 
New Orleans, La. 
Silverhill, Md. 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
La Crosse, Wis. 
Washington, D. a 

i, O. 

Cincinnati, O 
Baltimore, Md. 
Austin, Tes. 
New York City. 



Save 



lah, Ga. 



.-City.. 
n].&Ark.BiT.Pack.Ga. 

Board of Trade— 

Hon, Delegate-, 

3dCong. Disl 



Goodm: 

Mount Sterling, Ky. 

Memphis, Tenn. 

New Orleans, La. 

Arkansas. 

_ Chicago, Ilia. 



. Chattanooga, Ten a. 
. Shelbjfille, Tenn. 
_ ChattanoDga, Tenn. 
. Nashville, Tenn. 
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„„.,..™.™. 


.„.....™.. 


CITIES. 






MeraphiB, Tenn. 
KnoiTille, TenB. 














































Williama, B. D 


State 


Little Rook, Ark. 






New Orleans, La. 




^uy 


Wolff, Isaac 






City 










Wood, Wm 


,_ Eagle White Lead Co.. 


Cinoianati. 0. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Louisville, Kj. 
Newport, Ky. 
Washington, D. C. 
Washington, D. a 
Chicago, Ills. 
Portsmouth, 0. 
Augusta, Ga. 














Wattei'son, Hon. H. M 


Hon. Delegate..-.. 










Wilmot, Wm 








Petersburg, Vo. 
Petersburg, Ta. 








^uy 









All of whieb is respectfully submitted. 

N. P. Banks, Chairman. 
W. P. Rathbtjbn, Secretary. 

Gen. Banks: Mr. Chairman, I move the report be accepted, 
and the delegates as reported be admitted to seats in this Oonven- 

Carried. 

The Chairman: The report of the Committee on Permanent 
Organization will now be in order. 

Mr. S. W. Morton, of Kentucky, ChairmaQ of the Com- 
mittee oq Permanent Organization, then submitted the 
following report : 
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ClKCINNATI, Oct. i, 1870. 

The Committee on Permanent Organization beg leave to make 
the following report : 

(lat.) Ab Permanent Chairman of the Southern CommorciaL Con- 
vention we offer the name of Hon. John W. Garkett of Baltimore. 

(2d.) For Vice Presidents of the Convention : Alabama, Col. M, 
D. ■Wickersham ; Arkansas, Capt. Jno. C. Mac eat e ; Florida, E B. 
Hilton ; Georgia, R. L. Mott ; Iowa, T. M. Monroe ; Illinois, J. W. 
Preston ; Indiana, Hon. Willard Carpenter ; Kentnekj, James 
Bridgeford ; Kansas, Maj, H. S. Sleeper; Louisiana, John H. 
Kennard ; Mississippi, Gen. E. Stafford ; Maryland, Hon. R. C. 
Halliday ; Missouri, Gov. E. 0. Stannard ; Michigan, J. J. Newell ; 
Massachusetts, Gen. N. P. Banks; New York, Col. B. P, Baker- 
Nevada, John G. Fox; North Carolina, J. C. Mills; Ohio, Gov. A. 
G. McBurney; Pennsylvania, ; South Carolina, Wm. 

S. Hastio; Tennessee, M. Eurnes; Texas, Gov. J. W. Throckmor- 
ton; Virginia, Gen. Joseph R, Anderson; WiseonBin, Breese J, 
Stevens. 

(3d.) Secretaries— li. H. Tatem, A. W. Mullen, and W. E. 

(4th.) Heading Clerh — Julius F. Blackburn. 

At the same time making it the duty of the Chairman of the 
Committee on Permanent Organization upon eonsultat on with the 
Secretaries to appoint such Assistant Secretaries as may he deemed 
necessary. Respectfully submitted, 

S. W. Morton, Chairman. 

Geo. E. Dodge, Secretary. 

On motion, James S. Gibbons was named as Vice 
President from the State of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of S. W. Mohton, of Eentncky, the report 
of the Committee was adopted. 

The Chair thes appointed Gen. N. P. Banks, of Massa- 
chusetts, and Theodoke Cook, of Ohio, to escort Hon. 
John W. Garrett to the Chair. 

On assuming the duties of Chairman of the Southern 
Commercial Convention, Mr. Garrett said : 
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Gentlemen op the Convention: 

I can not thank jou in terms too strong for the very high 
and aoespeoted honor which jou have conferred upon me in calling 
me to preside over a Convention composed of so many able and so 
many distinguished citizens, and upon an occasion so interesting. 
It is an honor which I most highly appreciate. 

Rarely in our history has a similar occasion been presented. 
For the first time sinie the terrible conflict through which our 
country has passed, we find representatives from all the Southern 
States assembled upon Ihe soil of a so-styled Northern State — the 
great State of Ohio — and those representatives welcomed by the elo- 
quent and distinguished gentlemen who have just addressed yoa as 
the organs of public sentiment in such terms of warmth and hospital- 
ity and kindness, as to make all feel that the Union is truly restored 
and that cordiality and fraternity again exist between the North 
and the South. (Cheers.) 

This great, splendid and hospitable city — the Queen City of the 
"West — apprnciates her relations with the South. Her geographical 
position is such, that with the enterprise of her citizens she can 
command, with the growth of the country, the grandest future. 
Ohio recognizes, and those Northern States, whose eminent repre- 
sentatives are here to-day, recognise that the early restoration of 
the material prosperity of the South wi'l advance the interests of 
the whole people. 

What can he more advantageous to the entire country than to 
build up the South — the South so dosofatod and so ruined by the 
recent terrible conflict? Let ail be done that the South asks to 
restore her strength and prosperity and the happiness of her people. 
Let earnest influences be brought to secure National legislation that 
will improve her rivers and her harbors ; that will construot per- 
manent levees for the Mississippi river, and that will aid in build- 
ing the great Southern Pacific Railway. (Cheers.) Do all these 
great things, supremely useful and invaluible to the South as they 
must prove in her period of calamity, and you simply do that 
which is comprehensive and enlightened for our national interests. 
(Ch..„.) 

To accomplish the results which should flow from the efforts of 
MUch a Convention, lociil interests and local feelings must — and I 
am sure will — be thrown aside. Harmony and cooperation will be 
essential to insure success ; and that effective harmony and co-opera- 
tion are indicated by the high character of this assemblage. 
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At the close of the war what waa more interesting to thoughtful 
citizens in the North than to find the great heroes — the soldiers and 
leaders of the South — instead of seeking homes in foreign lands 
remaining in their country, standing by and with their people, and 
prepared, after illustrating their splendid valor in the field, to aid, 
when their cause was lost, in reorganizing society — in rebuilding 
and strengthening all the broken interests of their people, and in 
binding together again, in bonds of peace and fraternity, our great 
national Union ! (Cheers.) 

What magnificent examples of moral courage and grand action 
Lave been shown by many of the heroic soldiers of the South 1 That 
illustrious, great and good man, General Robert E. Lee (cheers) at 
the close of the war threw aside the sword and became the honored 
ond recognized leader, in a spirit of personal independence and moral 
heroism, in the now work which was requisite for the South. (Cheers.) 
He became the president of a college, promptly throwing his 
energies and influence for the cause of learning, recognizing that 
" knowledge is power," and that the strength of the South must in 
the future, as always, largely depend upon the education of her sons. 
But, gentlemen, recent intercourse with that distinguished man has 
impressed me with the breadth and nobleness of his views upon 
other great subjects in connection with the restoration of peace and 
in the interests of our common country. 

At a very recent period, controlled by his conviction of the im- 
portance of binding the North and tiie South by the strongest ties 
of interest and commercial relations, in addition to his labors as the 
president of Washington College, he accepted the presidency of a 

The great object of that railway — the Vailey Eailroad of Vir- 
ginia — is to connect the Maryland system of railways through the 
interior with that of the Central and the extreme South, embracing 
the States of Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana. In undertaking this duty, and governed by such 
motives, his anxiety has been not on!y to labor himself, but to give 
an example, the value of which all must recognize, by showing that 
he desired to aid practically that which be believed to be the true, 
great and beneficent policy now and for the future to bind in cordial 
interest and fraternity the North and the South, the East and the 
West, under the flag of our common country. (Cheers.) 

Direct trade, gentlemen, as stated in your programme, is to be 
the leading subject of discussion. Direct trade is what the South 
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needs ; and direct trade in its most enlarged sense, to embrace not 
only foreign commerce', but home business, to secure for each sec- 
tion its shortest and most economical route to the ocean, and so to 
organize that its regions shall become studded with manufactories ; 
that the cotton of the South shall be made into clothing for the 
Southern people in the vicinity of the plantations on which it is 
grown, and that the surplus of its cereals and provisions shall be 
consumed by the employes of its factories. Let trade be socontroUed 
as to abolish in all practical oases charges and costs and middlemen. 
These great interests require your most thoughtful attention and 
influence; and the promotion of these interests is gradually being 
recognized as of vital moment for our national progress. Legions 
of earnest patriots recognize not only the necessity for the early 
restoration of the material progress of the South, but that the adop- 
tion of the policy to secure a speedy restoration of all her constitu- 
tional rights, of equality and fraternity, will give the greatest pro- 
sperity and power to the Union. (Cheers.) 

The South has immediate and important relations and interests in 
connection with the General Government, Her whole people have 
those interests in common. The white man and the black man of the 
South will be alike affected by future national legislation, The tariff 
that will suit the one race necessarily maintains the interests of the 
other. 

Their interests in connection v^ith all the great material subjects 
of national legislation being identical, at no distant period their 
co-operation and their efforts in behalf of those plain interests will, 
in conjunction with the aid of the North and the West, give to the 
South that power and prosperity which the interests of the whole 
country demand. 

Tour influence and aid, gentlemen, can bring about retrenchment 
and economy in the vast expenses of our Government, and thus, 
while honorably fulfilling every public financial obligation, legiti- 
mately, effectively and largely reduce the present severe burdens of 
taxation. The subjects of finance and taxation affect every citizen, 
and they are presented for the most serious consideration of the 
Convention, 

I regret, gentlemen, that your choice has fallen upon one who, 
though most earnest to serve you — most anxious, as are his fellow 
F the Stale which he has the honor to represent in this 
intion, to do all which will at the earliest period restore your 
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prosperity and effect those improvements you desire — yet is entirely 
inesperienoed as a presiding officer of sueli a body. 

I must therefore trust to your indulgence and your co-operation. 
I know the high courtesy and dignity that each member of this 
CJonrention maintains in his individual relations. May I aak that 
that same consideration shall be extended to the Chair in perform- 
ing its duty, and for your co-operation to accomplish promptly and 
effectively the objects the Convention has in view? 

Eeiterating my thanks for the distinguished honor conferred upon 
me, I trust, impressed by the vast importance of the subjects before 
you, and the greatness of the interests that may be favorably affected 
by judicious action, that Heaven's benedictions may rest upon your 
efforts and labors. (Cheers.) 

The Chair now called for the report of the Committee 
on Rules and Order of Business, whereupon Mr. Benj. 
Eggleston, of Ohio, Chairman of the Committee, sub- 
mitted the following : 
To the Chairman of the Southern Commercial Convention : 

The Committee on Rules of Order and Order of Business, beg 
leave to make the following report : 

That the Rules of Order governing the House of Representatives 
of the United Slates be adopted by the Convention for the regula- 
tion of debate, subject to the following modifications ; 

1. All propositions presented to the Convention shall be submit- 
ted in writing and referred to appropriate committees without 
debate, 

2. Speakers shall be limited in their remarks to thirty minutes. 
The Committee also recommend the following Order of Business : 

1. Direct trade between southern Atlantic cities and Europe, in- 

cluding the subjectof Immigration. — (Adjourned from Louis- 
ville Convention.) 

2. Southern Paoifio Railroad. — (Adjourned from Louisville Con- 

vention.) 

3. Continuous water line communication between the Mississippi 

river and the Atlantic seaboard. — (Adjourned from Louis- 
ville Convention.) 

4. Kiver navigation, canals, &o. — (Adjourned from Louisville 

Convention.) 
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B. Obstruction to river navigation by narrow span bridge piera. — 
(Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

6. Removal of obstructions from the mouth of the Mississippi 

river, — (Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

7. Construction of permanent levees on the Mississippi river. — 

(Adjourned from Louisville Convention.) 

8. Finance and taxation. — ( Adjourned fromLouisville Convention.) 

9. To abolish all toll charges on the navigable rivers of the Uni- 

ted States.— (From Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

10. The enlargement of the more important linns of canal in the 

United States so as to render them navigable for vessels pro- 
pelled by steam. — (From Cincinnati.) 

11. The charges on passenger and freight traffic by rail and water 

lines.— (From Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

12. That all railway viaducts over navigable rivers, be made high- 

ways for railroad companies, which will pay their pro-rata 
loll on same ; and that efforts be made to secure legislation 
to that effect.- (From Cincinnati Chamber Commerce.) 

13. To abolish throughout the whole country all license imposed 

on commercial travelers. — (Cincinnati Board of Trade.) 

14. Free trade in money. — (Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce.) 

15. A settled policy in the public interest in regard to the disposi- 

tion of the Government lands. — (City of Cincinnati.) 

16. Improvement of seacoast, gulf and lake harbors, — (From Mo- 

bile Board of Trade.) 

17. Wharfage on the navigable rivers.— (City of St. Louis.) 

18. Ample railroad facilities from the Ohio river to the central 

south. — (From Chattanooga, Tenn,) 

19. Direct and reciprocal trade with Brazil and other South 

American countries. — (From Dubuque, Iowa.) 

20. Tares and short weights,— (From Cincinnati Chamber of Com- 

merce.) 

21. Removal of the national capitol, — (From St. Louis.) 

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following rcsolu- 

1. Resolved, That the regular Standing Committees of the Louis- 
ville Convention be requested lo report for the respectful considera- 
tion of the nest Commercial Convention, upon the subject for which 
said committees were respectively raised, and that the chairmen of 
said regular committees he ipsojacto members of said next Convention. 
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2. Resolved, That the name of this Convention he changed from 
" The Southern Commercial Convention," to that of " The National 
Commercial Convention." 

Kespectfiilly submitted, 

B. EaOLEBTON, Chairman. 

Mr. EgGLESTON : The Committee recommend the adoption of 
these Eulea of Order and Order of Business, and I therefore move 
t3iat this report be adopted, with an amendment that the voting bo 
per capita. 

Mr. Brtson moved as a substitute for Mr. Eggleston's 
amendment the following : 

Resolved, Thiit all votes shall he per capita, except when a divi- 
sion shall he called for, when each State shall have one vote for 
each senator and representative in Congress to which the State ia 
entitled; provided, that when a State is not fully represented, no 
delegate therefrom shall be allowed to cast more than one vote. 

Which was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Forshey, of Texas, the third subject 
as reported by the Committee was amended by adding the 
wordSj "and along the gulf coast." 

The report of the Committee on Rules of Order and 
Order of Business, as thus amended, was then unanimously 



On motion of Mr. Cohen, of South Carolina, the first 
resolution recommended by the Committee was unanimously 
adopted. 

The question on the adoption of the second resolution 
recommended by the Committee created a lengthy discus- 
sion, which resulted in laying over the matter informally. 

The Convention then adjourned until Wednesday morn- 
ing October 5, at 9 o'clock. 
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CiNCiNKATi, October 5th, 1870. T 

The CoDYention was called to order at 9.45 A. M. 
President John W. Garrett in the chair. 

Rev. Mr. Elliott, of the Sfc. John's Episcopal church 
offered a prayer. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the minutes of the pre- 
vious session, when 

On motion of Mr. Pratt, of Louisiana, the reading of 
the minutes was dispensed with. 

A note of invitation from the Young Men's Christian 
Association was then read. 

Gov. Stannard, of Missouri, offered the following : 

Besoleed, That tho sessions of this Convention shill be from 10 
o'clock, A. M., until 1 o'clock, P. M., and from 3 o'clock, P. M., 
until 6 o'clock P. M., and from 8 o'clock P. M., until 10^ o'clock, 
P. M., unless the Convention otherwise orders. 

Which was unanimously passed. 

The Chairman: The regular order of business will now be 
proceeded with, via: the appointment of the Committees by the re- 
spective delegations, one on behalf of each State, on the various 
subjects to be oouaidered by the Convention. The Secretary will 
call the roll of States, and the Chairman of each delegation ia re- 
quested to report the members of the Committees appointed by such 
delegations. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll with the follow- 
ing result : 
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Subject 2fo, 1, 



PIRECT TEADE ] 



.,M.. 


.A..S. 


J. C. Maooabe 

Peter Hamlltoa 

R. B. Burrows 

J.T, ThoiDivs 


..Arkansas. 
.-AlRbama. 
.Florida. 
.QeorgU. 
_,Iowa, 
—Illinois. 

__Keotacty 

„ Louisiana. 

..Maryland. 


J J. Newell 

N. P. Banka 

Dr R. 5, Newton 
John Fos 


Michigan. 

...Masaachusetts. 

...New York. 

Nevada- 


P. W. Dater 

W. R. Boffca 


Joaepli Kinaey 

J. S. Qibboaa 

J. B. Cowen 


Ohio. 

-.-PenasjUania. 


Col. Isaao Young., 

W. M. Burweli 

ILM.GaskiU 

Robt, R. Kirkland. 
R. 3. Elliatl . 






D, Richardson.. 
W. H. Walker.. 


— Teiaa- 

Virginia. 

...Wisconsin. 



Subject ?ro. 2. 

SOUTHERN PACI 



i. H. Wil. 



__Aliil 



B. D. Wil 

H. L. Hart Florida. 

T. A. Gaskill Qeorgia. 

Thomas M. Monroe Iowa. 

J. ff, Praston Illinois. 

W R. Bowes Indiana. 

.1. B. Cowman Kentucky, 

Col. Coffin Kanaaa. 

J. J. Williamson Louisiana. 

Harris Barksdale Missiaaippi, 

Robert Fowler Maryland. 

J. H, Sturgeon Missouri. 



J.J. Nowell Michigan. 

N. P. Banka MaaaachasettB. 

Peter Clark New York. 

John G. Pox Nevada. 

A. A. Campbell North Carolina. 

R. M. Corwine Ohio. 

W. D. Moore Pennajlvanift. 

W. S. Hastie South Carolina. 

J. W, Clupp Tennesaee, 

Got. l'hroofcmorton..Teias. 
Isaac H. Carrington. Virginia. 
Wiaoonsin. 



RIVB 



Subject No. 3. 

Va WATER UNK COMUUNICATIOS 
, THE ATLANTIC 



MISSISSIPPI 



ALONG THE GULP ( 



J. B. Stewart Alabama. 

Geo, E. Dodge Arkansas 

P. H. Kaiford Florida. 

Dr. E. S. Ray Georgia. 

Thomas M, Monroi — Iowa. 

J HoCaaley Illinois 

a. E. Gilbert Indiana. 

G.,W, Chilton Kentucky. 

Gee. Sleeper Kansas, 

0. J. Noyes Louisiana, 

G. P. M. Turner Mississippi. 

■W, W. Dalian Maryland, 

Gen. 0. G. Fisk Missouri. 



Henry M. Cheover„. Michigan. 

N. P. Eaoka Maaaaehusetta 

P Clark New York. 

John G. Foi Nevada. 

J, C. Milla North Carolin 

Maj. S. V. Reed Ohio. 

Pennsylvania 

Geo. L. Holmes Soulli Carolin 

J. M. Williamson Tounessee. 

Col C, G. Forshey..Teiaa. 
R. W. Hughes Virginia. 
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Subject JTo. 4. 

RITBR HAVIOATION, CANALS, ETC, 



J B Stewart AUbama. 

J M Tebbetts Arkonses. 

II L Hart Florida. 

W W Fleudlen Georgia. 

Thomas M Munroa--Iowa, 

Arthur Diion lUinoig. 

William Carpenter Indiana. 

S W Morton Kentacliy. 

Gen Sleeper Sanaas. 

Dr John Carler Louisiana, 

H M Gaatrell Miasiasippi. 

S L'Thompaon Maryland 

EA Stannard Missouri 



Levi Bishop Michigan 

N P Banks Msaaachuaetts 

Col B P Baker New York 

John G Fox Nernda 

A A Campbell North Carolina 

Benj Eggleston Ohio 

W 1) Moore PenusjWanU 

G F Lanrey South Carolina 

Gen J T Wilder Tenneaaoe 

C G Forflhey Tesna 

CharlflH Martin Virginia 

Charles Seymour„_WiseonBin 
Jesse D Wileon District of Col 



OBSTRDCTION T 



Subject JVb. S. 

1 NAVIOATIOK BY NARROW B 



J M Humphrey Alabama 

B D Williams Arkansas 

P H Roiford Florida 

James Noble Sen'r ..Georgia 

Thomas N Monroe. Iowa 

Arthur Dison Illinois 

N Powell Indiana 

A S Berry Kentucky 

Judge Pendery Kansas 

Capt A Pittsfield—Loniaiana 

TW Stringer Mississippi 

S P Thompson Maryland 

Capt Barton Able Missouri 



Levi Bialiop Michigan 

NP Banks MassftchuBBtts 

R Baker New York 

John G Foi Nevada 

A A Campbell North Carolina 

Judge C R Rhodes, -Ohio 

Gen J B Sweitior Pen n sylvan la 

Geo I. Holmea South Carolina 

John Cubhins Tenneaaee 

Gen Geo P Buell Tesaa 

Chas Martin Virginia 

Wiaconain 



Subject A'o. 6. 

REMOVAL op OBSTRUCTIONS FROM MODTH OF THE 



J M Humphrey 


..Alabama 


Wm Wilmot 


. Michigan 


J C Maocabe 


Arkansas 


N P Banks 


..Massachusetts 


Dr R B Burrougha- 


,-_ Florida 


Dr R S Newton.. 


..New York 


Dr J M Schley 


— Georgia 


John G Foi 


.-Nevada 


Thomaa M Monroi 




A A. Campbell 


..North Carolina 


C W Wheeler 


...Illinois 


Judge Rhodes 


..Ohio 


A L Eoaohe 


..-Indiana 


J S Gibbons 


..Pennsylvania 


J B Davis 


...Kenluoky 


Bernard 0'Niel„ 


. Soufii Carolina 


Gen Sleeper 


Louisiana 


M B Adams 




L J Higby 


ColC Q Forshey. 


_.Tei4s 






Charles Seymour. 


..Virginia 
..Wiaconsin 


James Webb 


.-Maryland 


Gen C B Fisk 


MiMOuri 
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Subject No. 7. 

LEVBES ON THE K 



ISBIPFI KIVEB. 



GH Wilcox Alabama 

J C Macoabe ArkansaB 

PH Raiford Florida 

Dr J M Schley Georgia 

Thomas M Maaros Iowa 

OS Hough Illinois 

H W Cloud Indiana 

Geo Ainsley Kentutky 

Sen Sleeper Kansas 

J H Kennard Louisiana 

Q P M Inmer 

Robt Garratt Maryland 

M A Bryson 



ppi 



William Wilmot Michigan 

N P Banks Masaaoliuaetta 

C B Camp New York 

John Q Fox NoTsda 

A A Campbell North Carolin* 

GeoL Johnston Obio 

J S Gibbons Pennsylvania 

Bernard O'Niel South Carolina 

Jacob Thompson Tennessee 

D RiohardBon Teias 

John E Roller Virginia 

Wisconsin 



Subject No. S. 

HNANCE AND TAXATIOH. 



M B Jonas Alabama 

J M Tibbetta Arkansas 

R B Burroughs Florida 

CJ Withers Georgia 

HW Rother Iowa 

P L Underwood Illinois 

DrW S Pierce Indiana 

C R Long Kentucky 

Col Young Kansas 

CC Buddeke Louisiana 

E E Overall Mississippi 

Harry Fishet Maryland 

D T Jewett Missouri 



Richard Hawley Michigan 

NP Banks Massachusetts 

C B Camp New York 

JG Fox NsTada 

J C Mills North Carolina 

J C Butler Ohio 

WD Moore Pennsylvania 

J B Cohan Sooth Carolina 

John M Bass Tannesseo 

Go I Throckmorton.- Texas 

ThoB Branch Virginia 

Wisconsin 

J B Wilson Washington 



Subject Xo, 9, 

:, CHARQEa ON THE NAVIOABLE R 
TED STATUS, 



J B Stewart Alabama 

B D Williams Arkansas 

H L Hart Florida 

A GPitner Georgia 

Thomas M Monroe Iowa 

J W Preston lUinoii 

F P Carson Indiana 

William Ernst Kentucky 

Sen Sleeper Kansas 

T P Hotchkiss Louisiana 

YP Prior Mississippi 

JB Brinkley Maryland 

Barton Able MisBoari 



Richard Hawley Michigan 

N P Banks MassachuaettB 

J R Turner New York 

John Q Foi Nevada 

A A Campbell North Carolina 

William Resor Ohio 

Capt C A Dravo Pennsylvania 

II E Lowry South Carolina 

C P Breed TenneBseo 

Texas 

R D Lilley Virginia 

Wisconsin 
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COMMERCIAL 

Subject A'o. 10. 

THE MORE IMPORTANT LISES ( 
UBITBD STATE 8, ETC, 



CANAL IN THE 



SAVSn. STATES. 


NAMES. STATES. 


J M Huniphrej 


-Alabama 


a M CutoheoQ 




J M TebbettB 




M P Banks 


-_Maaaachuaetts 


P H EaifQrd 


- Florid n 




__New York 


W T Newman 




John 6 Foi 


-.Nevada - 


Thomaa M Monroe. 


-Iowa 


A A Campbell 


-.North Carolin 


James H MoCaBley 


-Illinois 


G Volney Dorsej- 


--Ohio 








..Pennsjlvflnia 


J L Allen 




J Barrett Cohen.. 


-_Soiith Carolina 


Col Coffin 




N B Alloway 


-.Tennessee 


E T Fellowfl.^ . 


-Louisiana 
.Maryland 












Robt Fowler 




-.Wisconsin 




.Missouri 







Subject Xo. il. 

CHABGE9 OS PASSENGER AKD FREIGHT THAFFIC. 



M, B. Jonas Alabama. 

J. C. Maccabe Arkansas. 

B, B. Hilton Florida. 

Br. J. J Harris Georgia. 

Thomas N. Monroe Iowa. 

0. g. Hough Illinois. 

F. P. Carson Indiana. 

James Crulcher Kentucky. 

Col. Coffin Kansas. 

J. H. Kennard Louisiana. 

R. 8. Buck Mississippi. 

T. J. MoKaig, Jr Maryland. 

Riohard Edwards Missouri. 



Levi Bishop Michigan. 

R. P. Banks Massachusetts, 

Col. Ben. P. Baker„New York. 

John 0. Foi Nevada. 

J. C. Mills North Carolina, 

G. P. Smith- Ohio 

C. N. Dravo Pennsylvania. 

Wm. S. Hasty South Carolina. 

E W. Cola— ..Tennessee. 

Gov, Throckmorton. -Tex as. 

J. C. Armistead. Virginia. 

Wisooosin. 



Subject Xo. 12. 

RAILWAY VIADUCTS 01 



C. A. lliller Alabama. 

B. D. Williams Arkansas. 

P. H Raiford Florida. 

W.W. Lewellen Georgia. 

II. W. Eosket Iowa. 

I. McCauley Illinois. 

Dr. Pierce Indiana. 

P. T. German- Kentucky. 

Judge J. L. Fend ray —Kansas. 

S. C. Emlej -Louisiana. 

E. Stafford MJasisaippi. 

H.Trvin Keyser Maryland. 

E. 0. Ktannnrd Missouri. 



Henry M. Cheever -.Michigan. 

N. P. Banks Mass aohu Belts. 

0. R. Baker '.New York. 

John G. Foi Nevada. 

A. A. Campbell North Carolina. 

Kobt. Mitchell Ohio. 

W. D. Moore Pennajivania. 

0. H. Sadler South Carolina. 

W. W. Woodruff.--. Tennessee. 

Gen. Buell T^ias. 

Joseph R. Andtrson-V' 
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Subject Ko. 13. 

} ABOLISH LICENSB ON COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS, 



„„.. 


„„... 


..«.. 


«TA,.a. 


L. H. Majer 

J. C. Maccabe... 
R. B, BurroughB- 


Alabiimfl. 

__,Arkansafl. 
...Ploridii. 


Wm. Wilniot 

N, P, Banks 

Col. B. P, Baker . 

JohnG Fox 

A. A. CampbeU_- 
D. B.Pierson.... 
Capt. C. A. Dravo 
Wm. 8. Hastie... 
Xeo. Wheeler 


..-Michigan. 
..Massachusetts. 
...New York. 


H. W: Rothert-.- 

P. W. Datar 

S.E.GLlbarl 

J. A. Krftck 

Judge J, D.Pende 


Illlllmoia. 
-_ jBdiana. 
._.Kaiitueky. 
y.-Kana»B. 
.., Louisiana. 
...MissLasippi. 
—.Marjland. 
..-Missouri. 


-.North Carolina. 
„.Oh;o. 

..Pennsjlvania. 
..Soufi Carolina. 
..Tenneasee. 


T. W. Stringer-.. 
Eira Whitman ., 
A. 0. Blaokman. 


Q. P. Presoott ... 


-Virginia. 
...Wisoonain. 



Subject JVo. 14. 

'REE TRADE IS MONEY. 



R M Reynolds Alabama 

Geo E Dodge Arkanaaa 

H L Hart Florida 

Co\ C A Withers Georgia 

H H Rothart Iowa 

S Hough —IlUnois 

H W Cloiiii Indiana 

Thomas Turner Kentucky 

Gol W O CofSn ...Kansas 

E C Hancock Louisiana 

H M Gflstrell Missiasippi 

R S Fowler Maryland 

1 H Stringer Missouri 



William A Butler Michigan 

N P Banks MaaSftchuaetta 

C D Cnmp Kew York 

John G Fox Neyftda 

J C Mills North Carolina 

Charles Remelin Ohio 

Jos 8 Qibbona Pennajlvania 

1 Barrett Cohen South Carolina 

WiHinm J Sykes Tenneasee 



..Tei8 



R C Osbora Virginin 

WiBConain 

J B Wilson Waahingt'n C'y 



Suhject No. 15, 

K SETTLED POLICY EEGAEDINQ PUBLIC LANDS. 



C A Miller 


Alabama 


B M UutoheoQ ... 


..Michigan 


JM TebbetU... 


Arkansas 


N P Banks 


-.Maaaachuaetls 




..--Florida 
Georgia 






LSBaum 


JohnOFoi 


..NeTada 


H M Eflthert ... 




A A Campbell-.- 


--North Carolina 


A Uiiion 


-...minoia 


R M Biahop 


.-Ohio 


A L Roaohe 


—.Indiana 


Gen J B Switser. 


Pennsylvania 




Kentucky 

....Kaisas 






Col Coffin 


Thomas M Jones. 


—Tenneasee 


D C Labatt 


Louiaiana 






C A Poster 


....MiasisBippi 


b J Barbour 




laaac George 






-.Wiioonein 


T C Fletcher 


Missouri 
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Subject No. 16. 

IMPHOVEMENT OF BEA COAST, LiKB iSD OCI.F HARBOna. 



NA«ES, STATES, 


NAMES. STATES. 


William Miller — 

J MTebbetIa 

PHRaiford 

H B Capere 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Florida 

...Georgia 

...Iowa 

...Illinois 

...Louisiaiia 


Henry M Clieevsr. 
GenN P Banks.... 

P Clarke 

JohnQFos 


--Michigan 
.Massachusetts 
..New York 
.-Nevnaa 


P L Underwood.. 

W RBOWBB 

Q W Chilton 

Col Young 

M A Baker 


Mike Greenwood . 
Capt C A Dravo.. 
William S Haslie. 

M H Clarke 

ColC aForaher— 
C W Button ^ 


__Oiiio 

-.Pennsjlvania 
..South Carolina 
,. Tennessee 
-TeiBB 
.Virginia 
.-Wisconsin 


James Wet)b 

A Blacinian „ 


^.-Warjland 
_„Misaouri 



Subject No. 1 7- 

S A VI O ABLE RIVER B, 



J y Cantwell Alabama 

(leo B Dodga Arkansas 

H L Hart -Florida 

N 3 Finney .. Georgia 

H W Rothert Iowa 

C W Wheeler Illinois 

F P Carson Indiana 

Kentucky 

Col Young Kansas 

J W Sheerer Louisiana 

F W Slrinfrer Missia; 

J B Brinkley Marjli 

M A Bryson Missouri 



ppi 



Levi Bishop Michigan 

N P Banks . Mnasnchusetts 

Dr E S Kewlon New York 

John a Fon Nevada 

A A Campbell North Carolina 

John D Minor Ohio 

Capt C A Drnvo Fennnjltania 

Geo L Holmes South Carolina 

F P Gracej Tennessee 

Teiaa 

— Virginia 



Sulject No. IS. 

FROM THE OHIO niVEB TO THE CENTBAl. 



M D Wiokersham Alabama 

J M Tibbetts Arkansas 

RB Hilton Florida 

Daniel Pinman Georgia 

H W Rotlicrt Iowa 

J MoCiuley Illinois 

Elijah New land Indiana 

Julius Dorn Kentucky 

Col Coffin Kansas 

Louis Wolfley Louisiaca 

C A Foster Mississippi 

John Q Ridenour Maryland 

B Elliott Missouri 



J J Newell Michigan 

N P Banks ..-Massachusetla 

OB Baker New York 

John e Fox Nerada 

J C Mills North Caroliua 

Matthe^s Addy Ohio 

James L Gibbons Pennaylvania 

Bernard O'Neil South Carolina 

E A James .Tennessee 

General Buelt Texas 

F T Glasgow Virginia 

Wisconsin 
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Sufyject 2To. 19. 



DiGEcr AHD beciphocal t 



».„... 


.,„... 


SiUES. 


.,„... 




Alabama 


Richard Hanley.. 
N P Banks 


, Michigan 
-New York 


Gee E Dodge 

R B Durrough9_ _ 


-.Avkftnsaa 
-Florida 
_ -Georgia 

—lilinoiB 
..Indiana 
-.Kentuokj 

-.Louisiana 


8 Finnej 

11 W RoLhert 

JWPrestoa 


John & Fox 

J C Mills 

Got a G MoBicney 


.Neyada 
.North Carolina 
_Ohlo 








Col Coffin 

Wm M Uurwell 


W P Rftthburn 

D Richardson .._. 


-Tennessee 
-T»saa 




..Mai-jUnd 
..MiaBouri 




T C Fietoh^r 







Subject J>ro. 20. 

RES AND SHOItT WEIG 



Wiliiara Miller .Alabama 

J C Maocabe Arkansas 

K B Burroughs Florida 

Henry A Smith Georgia 

H W Rothert Iowa 

P W Dater Illinois 

S B Gilbert Indiana 

J H Litllerlee Kentucky 

Co! CofBn Kansas 

S C Emley Louisiana 

J P Pryor Mississippi 

J W Wolvingtoa Maryland 

R S Elliott Missouri 



William A liutler.-_ Michigan 

N P Banks Massachusetts 

Col R P Baker 'Aew York 

John G Foi Nevada 

A A Campbell North Cavolind 

Thomas K Biggs Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

H T Laurey South Carolina 

il A Snyder Tennessee 

Teias 

Virginia 

Wisooasin 

J B Wilson WaB bing ton C'y 



REMOVAL HATIONAL CAPITAL, 



Ceo E l>o(lgo 


.Arkansas 


Wm A Butler...- 


.-Michigan 


JM Ilumijhrey 


-Alabama 




-.Massachusetts 


R B Hilton 


.Florida 


J H Drake 


..New York 


HD Capers 


.-Georgia 


JoliB G Foi 


-.NeTHda 






JC Miller 




A DixoQ 


-Illinois 


NC McLean.. — 


-Ohio 


S E Gilbert 


-Indiana 




..Pennflylvaaia 




-Kentucky 


Wm S Hastie 


..South Carolin* 






J A Warder 


..Tennessee 


Dr John Carter ,. 


-Louisiana 


Col C ForBhey. 
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It was ordered that the name of Captain B. B. Overall, 
of Mississippi, be placed upon the roll of the Convention to 
fin a vacancy- in the delegation from that State. 

The same action was taken on Captain 0. A. Pittsfield, 
of Louisiana. 

Mr. WiCKEESHAM, of Alabama, offered the following : 

Whereas, That wa regard it of national importance to secure 
unobstructed navigation in tlie Tennessee river, from its mouth to 
Decatur, Alabama ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we eatneatly consider that the Congress of the 
United States could in no manner more wisely apply any part of 
the public money than by aij ample appropriation to widen the eanal 
throughout the Mussel shoals of that river. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Klver Naviga^ 
tion. Canals, &c. 

On motion of Gov. Stannaed, of Missouri, the reports 
of the various Committees of the Louisville Conveniioi^ 
were ordered to be referred to the proper Committees of 
the Convention for coi^deration, without bdng read. 

Mr. WiCKEESHAM, of Alabama, by general consent, of- 
fered the following : 

Resolved, That no delegate or delegates from any particular State 
shall be permitted to occupy more than thirty minutes, until every 
other State represented on the floor of the Convention shall hare 
an equal amount of time, if said State desires to consume it. 

After a lengthy discussion, Mr. Cobvpine, of Ohio, of- 
fered the following substitute; 

Resolved, That no member of this Convention be allowed to speak 
more than ten minutes on any subject, unless otherwise ordered by 
this Convention. 

Which was adopted. 

Gov. Stannaed, of Missouri, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Bepraseutatives of the valley of the Missis- 
sippi in Congress, be requested to intiodnoe bills for the increase 
and ecinalization of postal steam service, by additional subsidies ti? 
4 
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lines of steamers between the port of New Orleans and the princi- 
pal ports of Europe, America and Asia. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Direct Trade 
between Southern Atlantic Cities and Europe. 
Also the following: 

Wheeeas, There exist State charters for a railroad from St. 
Louis to Mount Oarmel, in the State of Illinois, and from Mount 
Carmel to Louisville, Kentuckj, and from Louisyille to Pound Gap, 
and from Pound Gap to Wythville, West Virginia, and from Wyth- 
Tille to Norfolk, Virginia, making a continuous air-line from Nor- 
folk, Virginia, to St, LoniB, Missouri : therefore, he it 

Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the United States 
Congress the granting of a National Railroad Charter over the 
routes above named, from Norfolk, Virginia, to St. Louis, Missouri, 
to be known as the Air-Lino Railroad, from Norfolk via Louisville 
to St. Louis. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Ample RaO- 
road fiicilitiea between the Ohio River and the Central 
South. 

On motion of Mr. BaebouHj of Virginia, a special com- 
mittee of five was ordered appointedj by the Chair, on the 
subject of railroads to connect the cities of Vir^nia with 
the great west 

Mr. CiiABK, of New York, offered the following : 

WsEaBAS, The geographical posidon of the United States, their 
vast territory and extent of sea-coast, their noble rivers, lakes, 
gulfs and bays, the variety and importance of their agricultural 
productions and boundless deposits of mineral wealth, give assur- 
ance that under the energizing influence of free institutions they 
are destined soon to become the first maritime power of the earth ; 
and 

Whereas, The opening of the Suez Canal, ' diverting the com- 
merce of the world into new channels, and giving it flow through the 
Mediterranean across the Atlantic to our own ports, and over our 
continental railways of the Pacific, presents a golden opportunity 
to our country to revive her shipping iaterest and regain her oom- 
meroial pre-eminence; therefore, 

Beiolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, Congress should 
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take prompt and efficient action to aid in the construction of iron 
ateamships in American shipyards, instead of a humiliating depend- 
ence on foreign nations, and to place in the hands of our own citi- 
xens the control of oar intemational trade. 

Rexohed, That the Mediterranean Oriental Steam Navigation 
Oompany, of New York, as the pioneer in this great enterprise de- 
aigned to connect by a steamship line New York, Norfolk and other 
Southern ports, with (Jadiz, Marseilles, Genos, Trieste and other 
Mediterranean ports, and to introduce from Southern Europe into 
the Southern States an intelligent population accustomed to the cul- 
ture of their.great staples, merits the approbation of this Conven- 
tion, and is warmly recommended to the liberal patronage of the 
General Government. 

Wiich was referred to the Committee on Direct Trade be- 
tween "Southern Atlantic Oiti^ and Europe. 

Mr. Egglestos, of Ohio, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the District of Columbia be added to the list of 
States to be called when the roll of States ia called, in the regular 
order of huaiacES. 

Which was adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Alloway, of Tennessee, it was 

Resolved, That no resolution shall be acknowledged by the chair, 
nor discussed by this Convention, until the same is reduced to 
writing and read by the Secretary, motions to adjourn and calls for 
the previous question only excepted. 

Mr. Stuegeon, of Missouri, offered the following ; 

Whereas, The Omaha Pacific Railway waa built largely out of 
the aid furnished by the National Government, on a line that we 
believe would not have been adopted had all the States been repre- 
sented in Congress ; and 

Whereas, Its location unjustly taxes the business interests of a 
large section of the country south of Omaha, by subjecting it to 
long transit charges before it reaches Omaha, the starting point foT 
the Pacific Coast ; and 

Whereas, It is the duty of the Government to confer, as far as 
possible, equal benefits on all sections of the country when using 
the public funds to promote a public interest ; and 

Whereas, Tba Omaha Pacific Eailroad can never be made to 
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Bubserve equitably tbe interests of the whole country by reaaona d{ 
its loBation so far North ; and 

Wheeeab, Another Pacific Railroad is imperatively demanded 
to produce a healthful competition, whereby the rates for freight 
and travel may be reduced, and greater aocommodationa for the 
public ; and 

Whereas, Justice to the whole country demands that the United 
States Government shall grant such liberal subsidies, and all such 
other needed legislation, as will secure the moat speedy construction 
of another great National Pacific road, on a more central National 
route, which wiU more equitably subserve the interests of the whole 
country ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention memorialize Congress to grant 
such liberal subsidies, and all such other needed legislation, as will 
secure the earliest possible construction of a more National. Central 
Pacific Railroad to San Francisco and San Diego. 

Hewhed, That Congress be memorialized to grant such aid as 
will secure the construction of railroads to connect the railway sys- 
tem of the country, north and south, with the great central line, to 
the end that ail sections of the Union may have, as near as possi- 
ble, equal advantages from short connections with the great National 
Pacific Railroads of the country. 

Resolved, That the delegations of each State be requested to ask 
of the Legislatures of their respective States, and also of cities to 
appoint agents who shall attend the sittings of Congress, and render 
such aid as they may have it in their power to their respective 
Congressional delegations in preparing statistics, and all informa- 
tion that will tend to secure the legislation required for the accom- 
plishment of the great objects embraced in the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions. 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State represented 
in this Convention be raised to prepare and present to Congress a 
memorial setting forth more at large the reasons which exist for the 
speediest possible construction of another great national railway oa 
a line that will equitably subserve the interests of the country, not 
yet provided with the advantages that flow from close proximity to 
the Eastern terminus of a completed National Pacific Railroad, 

Which was referred to Committee on Southern Pacific 
KaUroad. 

Mr. Cole, of Tennessee, ofEered t^e following : 
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Retolved, That all breaks and obatraetiona in our great highways 
of trade and travel be remedied, and the connection of traoka and 
uniformity of gauge be perfected as early a3 possible, so that trains 
may pass from one road to another without annoyance or delay, 
whether passengers or freight. 

Which on motion of the same gentleman was referred to 
a special committee of one from each State on RaOroads 
Generally, to he appointed by the chair. 

A delegate from Kentucky offered the following : 

Whereas, The Cumberland and Ohio Railroad Company, with 
chartered privileges from, the Legislatures of Kentucky and Ten- 
oessee, having obtained subscriptions of stock to the amount of 
nearly four million dollars in the States named for the purpose of 
completing direct railroad communioations between the Obio River 
and Nashville, McMinnville and Chattanooga, and at those points 
with the entire railway system of the South, thus connecting the 
railway systems of the Northern States with those of the Southern, 
and traversing sections of the two States named of ^reat natural 
wealth and advantages, but destitute of railroad facilities ; and 

Whebeas, The advanced condition of this enterprise renders it 
a feasible and practicable plan for the early construction of this 
most important line of railway commuoieatioQ, and at oomparatively 
small additional aid from interests, corporations, or large commer- 
cial cities ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the proposed lines of railway are not only of 
great value to the sections traversed, but essential to the prosperity 
and development of the commerce, trade and wealth of the Missia- 
Eippi Valley, and of national importance. 

Resolved, That this Convention indorse this enterprise as one of 
inestimable value to the country, and recommend its claims to the 
common favor of the interested public for its approval, and for ma- 
terial aid to hasten its consummation to success. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Ample Rail- 
road Facilities between the Ohio River and the Central 
South. 

Mr. Able of Missouri, offered the following : 

Resolved, That in view of the rapid increase of population in the 
valley of the Mississippi, and the widely extended i 
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population in the Far West, it iB deemed expedient and proper by 
this ConTention to urge upon the people -of this country the early 
removal of the National Capital to the valley of the MisBissippi. 

Referred to the Committee on Eemoyal of the National 



Mr. Capers, of Georgia, presented letters referring to 
the Eastern terminus of the Southern Pacific Railroad, on 
Railroads generally, and on Finance, which were referred to 
the appropriate Committees without reading. 

Mr. BuRWELL, of Louisiana, presented a rm)Iution 
which was referred to the Committee on Removal of Ob- 
structions from the mouth of the Mississippi River. 

(Till roBDintloD not hmlBg been tepaitei bguk tj the Cominiiue, cub boI bs giren ber9.> 

Mr. FoRSHEY, of Texas, offered the following : 

Resolved, That a special comjnittee be raised to consider the trans- 
latitudinal railroads in the United States; the committee to consist 
of five members appointed hy the Chair, with the privilege of any 
State delegation to add a member to that committee. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. WiLMOT, of Michigan, offered the following : 

Besolved, That the Committee on Finance and Taxation be, and 
they are hereby requested to report to the Convention as to the 
feasibility of abolishing all National banks and substitnting in lieu 
thereof the issue of a legal-tender currency by the National Gov- 
ernment. 

Referred to Committee on Finance and Taxation. 

Mr. HoTCHKiss, of Louisiana, offered the following : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the importance 
of the agricaltnral productions of the Red River of Louisiana de- 
BCrves at the hands of Congress an appropriation for the removal 
of the raft and other obstructions in said river. 

Referred to Committee on River Navigation. 
Mr. Suit, of Maryland, oiFered the following : 
Whereas, Mr. J. B. Wilson, being the only delegate present 
from the District of Coiumbia ; therefore, be it 
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Rtiohed, That he be placed on all the Standing Oommitteea of 
this ConTention, as representative from the DiBtriot of Oolumbia, 
Adopted. 
Mr. OapeeSj of Georgia, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the present condition of the Southern harbors on 
the Atlantic and Qvii coasts, and the constantly increasing business 
of these several sea ports, requires that the General Government 
should grant liberal appropriations for the removal of obsttuctiona 
existing in said harbors, and for dredging the same. 

Resolved, That whereas the port of Savannah has been unsuc- 
cessful heretofore in obtaining an appropriation for the aforesaid 
purpose, and that said city is the only one in which obstructions 
exist which has not been granted an appropriation, that the improve- 
ment of the harbor of the city of Savannah be specially brought to 
the attention of Congress, and that this Convention recommend a 
liberal appropriation for this end. 

Keferred to the Committee, on Sea coast Harbors. 
Mr. KiNSET, of Ohio, offered the following : 

Whereas, We meet in Convection to compare views that will 
indicate the public vision of National affairs, desiring nothing but the 
general welfare of our great National Union of States ; therefore, 

Retolved, That we declare for the full and final payment of our 
publio debt, the revenue to be eoileoted from a tax on spirits, malt 
liquors and tobacco, and a tariff discriminating in favor of our own 
workmen and capitalists, that will develop the resources of our com- 
mon country, increase the number of our manufactures, give steady 
employment to more laborers, cause the immigration of skilled la- 
bor, the lessening of prices to consumers, the creating of a perma- 
nent home market for agricultural products, overcome the necessity 
for the odious and expensive internal taxation, and which will soon 
enable us to compete with the manufacturers of Europe iu the mar- 
kets of the world. 

Which waa referred to Committee on ilnance and Taxa- 
tion. 

Mr. BuTLEH, of Michigan, offered the following : 

Resolved, That we are in favor of a tariff for purposes of revenue 
only ; that duties should never be levied with a view to give one 
branch of industry, or one section of the country, an advantage over 
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others ; that the rates should be fixed with regard solely to revenue, 
and should be made to bear as equally and as lightly aa possible on 
all branches of industry, and upon all sections of the country. 

Which was referred to Committee on Finaace and Taxa- 

tiOD. 

A delegate ofiered the following : 

Whereas, The Ohio River forms a link in the grand chain of 
eommunieation between the Western States and the Gulf of Mexico 
on the one hand, and on the other with the Atlantic seaboard ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully and earnestly Teoom- 
mend that the Congress-*? the United States make an appropriation 
for the improvement of the Ohio River. 

Which was referred to Committee on River Navigation) 
Canals, etc. 

Mr. Chilton, of Kentucky, ofiered the following 

Pkeamble : Regarding the question of the removal of the Na- 
tional Capital aa one of a political character, and not coming within 
the legitimate scope of the business and purposes of this Conven- 
tion, it is 

Resolved, That it will not be considered by this body, and that 
its announcement aa a subdivision on the Order of Business he 
stricken therefrom. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Removal of the National 
Capital be at once discharged. 

Which was referred to Committee on Roles and Order 
of Business. 

Mr. TuHNEE, of Mississippi, ofiered the following : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the State of 
Mississippi should control and manage her own levee system, and 
to secure which appropriate legislation is recommended to the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

Which was referred to Committee on Mississippi Ritm: 
Levees. 

Mr. Elliott, of Missouri, offered the following : 

Wheeeab, a continuous line of railway now connects the cities 
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of the Missiasippi valley with DeDver, at the base of the Rocky 
mountaina, in Colorado, through the State of Kansas ; and 

Whjeueas, It is desirable for ail interests in the central belt of 
States that said railway be extended to the Pacifio coast by the most 
direct line possible i therefore, 

Resolved, That Congress be memorialized to extend aid, in lands 
and subsidies, to a line of railway passing south of the line now 
occupied by the Union Pacific Railway, and reaching from the 
present line in Kansas to the Pacific ocean at San Diego and San 
Francisco. 

Which was referred to Committee on Southern Pacific 
Railroad. 

The following, olTered by Prof. U. C. Hallidat, of 
Maryland, was referred to the Committee on Rules and 
Order of Business : 

Peeajible : Kecof^niaing the importance of the diffusion of 
knowledge among all claeses of society, and the people at large, by 
a proper system of education, and deeming it worthy tbe considera- 
tion of a commercial convention, 

Resolved, That a committee,- to be called the Committee on Edu- 
cation, be appointed by the Chair, who shall give the subject due 
and proper consideration, and report on the same at the next session 
of the Commercial CouTention. 

Mr. Drake, of New York, offered the following . 

WsEaEAS, The Erie canal of the State of New York is a great 
highway of commerce, and the question of cheap transportation 
being one of vital interest to the producing section of the great 
West ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we recommend Congress to make sufficient ap- 
propriation for the purchase of the Erie canal of New York, and 
the abolishment of toDa now existent with said canal. 

Referred to Committee on River Navigation, Canals, &c 
Mr. Pryor, of Mississippi, offered the following : 
Resolved, That the construction of a short-line railroad, eighteen 
miles long, from Corinth, Mississippi, to Hamburg, Tennessee, on 
the Tennessee river, is a project in which all the cities on the upper 
Ohio and Mississippi are interested, and has the cordial ii 
of thia Convention. 
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Referred to the Committee on Railroads Generally. 

A communication was presented from Gen. Duff Green", 
of Kentucky, in relation to the Government authorizing 
subscriprions in aid of the construction of railroads, which 
was referred without readint; to the Committee on Railroads 
Generally. 

Mr. Behan, of Louisiana, offered the following : 

■Whereas, Congress has recently abolished all special licenses 
and taxes on all trades and professions except that of wholesale 
liquor and Tobacco dealers, and it being the opinion of the commer- 
cial community at largo that the continuance of this license and tax 
on those dealing in the ahoye articles bears unjustly and inconveni- 
entiy on those merchants who are compelled to trade in liquors and 
tobaccos. We would therefore suggest and recommend to the next 
Congress the following resolation : 

Resolved, That this Convention would recommend the abolish- 
ment of all special Ucensea and taxes on wholesale liquor and tobaeeo 
deaiers. 

Be it further resolved, If those sources of revenae are necessary 
to the tioTcrnment, it is recommended that the taxes he increased 
at the place of manufacture. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance and 
Taxation. 

Mr. Hawcock, of Louisiana, offered the following : 

Whbrbas, The traveling public of this country ia now, through 
lack of legislation, left entirely at the mercy of the railroad corpo- 
rations to which its safety and interests are intrusted ; and 

Whereas, It is one of the main provinces of the government to 
protect the interest of the public in all contracts made with indi- 
viduals or private corporalipns ; therefore, be it 

Jtetolved, That ia the opinion of this Convention some Congress- 
ional or State legislation is imperatively due to the traveling public, 
.n order to secure the faithful fulfillment of all contracts made and 
.mplied by the sale and purohase of transportation tiotets, so as to 
effectually guard it against further imposition in the way of defi- 
cient and estortionafe refectories, and to better secure it in proper 
provisions for safety, despatch and comfort. 

Referred to Committee on Railroads Generally. 
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Mr. Maccabe, of Arkansas, offered the following: 

WHEREAa, The commercial relations of the United States with 
Europe being variously disturbed by the present calamitous war 
between France and Prussia ; and 

Wheueas, The best interests of Europe and America are to be 
consulted in the establishment of permanent peace between the 
belligerents ; therefore, 

Resolved) That this Convection, representing the commercial 
interests of the whole country, earnestly invokes the friendly inter- 
position of the United States government, looking to the establish- 
ment of a speedy peace between the republic of France and the 
kingdom of Prussia. 

Which, under a suspension of the rules, was, on motion 
of the same gentleman, referred to a special committee of 
five, to be appointed by the Chair. 

Mr. Wilder, of Tennessee, offered the following : 

Resolved, That in any recommendation to Congress, asking for 
subsidy to aid in the construction of a Southern Pacific Railway, 
provision be made for three termini on the Mississippi Elver, viz. : 
one opposite New Orleans, one opposite Vicksbnrg, and one oppo- 
eite Memphis ; and tbat all of said branches be entitled to equal 
and reciprocal advantages in the transmission of freights and pas- 
sengers and rates of charges with the main line ; and that the main 
line shall pro rate with them, and a subsidy of lands be granted in 
aid of the branches as well as the main line. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Southern Pacific 
Kailroad. 

Mr. Campbell, of North Carolina, offered the following, 
which was referred to the Committee on Railroads Gene- 
rally: 

Wheeeas, The State of Mortb Carolina ceded to the United 
States the territory (now State) of Tennessee, an area of land sur- 
passing in escellence and richness that derived from any other 
source except the North-west territory ceded by Virginia; and 

Whereas, One of the great highways from the Southern Pacific 
Railroad to the middle East lies through her mountain lands J 
therefore, 
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Resolved^ That we recommend the passage by the United States 
Congress of a liberal appropriatioa to the Transatlantic road and 
the ■ffeatern N. C. Kailroad. 

Mr. BowMAJf offered the following : 

Whereas, The Southern Commercial Convention, now in session, 
by its liberal policy and comprehensive action, has invited and 
secured a representation of the various commercial and industrial 
interests of the whole country, and has thereby assumed a national 
character and importance, therefore he it 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourns it will meet at 

, on , 1871, under the name and stylo 

of the National Commercial Convention. 

Which, on motion of the same gentleman, was made the 
special order for 11 o'clock, A. M., Friday, Oct. 7. 

Mr. Setmos, of Wisconsin, offared a resolution relative 
to the disposition of the public lands of that State, which 
was referred without reading to the Committee on a Settled 
Policy in relation to the Disposition of Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Capers, of Georgia, the Convention 
adjourned until 9 o'clock, A. M., of Thursday, Oct. 6. 
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The Convention was called to order at 10 A. M., Presi- 
dent Gaeeett in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Wm. T. Moore. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes of the preceding 
day was dispensed with. 

Mr. Cook, of Ohio, by the unanimoas consent of the 
Convention, offered the following : 

Resolved, That tlie Ciaoinnati Commercial Convention cordialJy 
indorses the paper signed by the officers of the Memphis, New 
Orleans, Louisville and Cincinnati Commercial Convention, recom- 
mending the endowment of a Department of Commerce in Washing- 
ton College, Virginia. 

Which was adopted. 

The Chair announced the following special committer, 
ordered appointed hy previous action of the Convention : 

On Franco-Prussian War. — J. C. Maocabe, Arkansas ; Gen. 
N. p. Banks, Massachusetts ; Gen. Jos. E. Anderson, Virginia ; 
Theo. Cook, Ohio ; John H. Kennard, Louisiana. 

On Trans-latitudinal Roads in tde United States, — C. G. 
toTshey, Texas ; E. S. Elliott, Missouri ; K. M. Bishop, Ohio ; J. 
C. Burch, Pennsylvania; Charlea E. Long, Kentucky. 

Ib reperence to Railroads to connect the Cities op Tir. 
QIKIA WITH THE GREAT Wbst. — B. F. Barbour, Virginia ; Geo. F. 
Davis, Ohio ; James Bridgeford, Keutuoky ; Willard Carpenter, 
Indiana ; M. Barns, Tennessee. 
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On Railways Generally. — E. W. Colo, Tennessee 
Wickersham, Alabama ; R. P, Hilton, Florida ; Jamea M. Sohley, 
Georgia; P. W. Baker, Illinois; B. D. Williams, Arkansas; T. M, 
Monroe, Iowa; John W. Grubbs, Indiana ; Col. J. W. Coffin, Kan- 
sas; Wm. Ernst, Kentucky; D. C. Labott, Lonisiaaa ; Isaac H, 
Sturgeon, Missouri ; James J. Nowell, Michigan ; Gen. E. Stafford, 
Mississippi; N. P. Banks, Massachusetts; B. P, Baker, Sew York 
Theodore Cook, Ohio; JamesS. Gibbons, Pennsylvania; J.Barrett 
Cohen, South Carolina ; G. A. Ttrotkmorton, Texas ; Johi 
EoUen, Virginia; D. M. Kelley, Wisconsin ; Jesse B. Wilson, Dis- 
trict of Columbia ; Samuel P. Thompson, Maryland. 

Mr. SnYDEE, of Tennessee: Mr. Chairman, I move that a 
committee of one from each State be appointed by the- Chair to 
select and report a place for the next meeting of the Convention, 
and to fix the basis of representation thereto. 

Carried. 

Mr. Bmlt, of Louisiana, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the Committee on " Obstructions to Navigation 
by Narrow Span Bridge Piers," are hereby requested to consider 
also hight of bridges crossing navigable waters. 

Which was referred to Committee on Obstruction to River 
Navigation by Narrow Span Bridges. 

The Chair then announced that the reports of the regular 
Standing Committees of the Convention would be in order. 

Robert R. Kirkland, of Maryland, thereupon pre- 
sented and read the report of the Committee on Direct 
Trade between Southern Atlantic Cities and Europe, in- 
cluding the subject of Immigration, as follows : 

Your Committee from States represented in the Southern Com- 
mercial Convention meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, October 4, 1870, 
to whom was referred Subject No. 1, of the Official Programme, 
Direct Trade between Southern Atlantic Cities and Europe, includ* 
in" subject of Immigration, respectfully report : 

That they have given in the limited time allotted them all tha 
attention which their paramount importance bo eminently deserves. 
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These intereBts involve the restoration of Amerioan Bhipping, 
which most important question now occupies the public mind ; the 
consideration of which the American people wiSl require irom their 
representatives in Oongreaa ; as it ia alone to Congress we can look 
for relief. From them we require legislation to secure the desired 
results ; which being accomplishecl, all sections of the countrj will 
be placed on an equal footing, The South will see ships, under our 
flag, taking off their products, and bringing in their imports, direct 
to their own cities; saving the varied expenses of transportation, 
labor, &c., &c., now involved in exports and imports through indi- 
rect ports. Under such proper arrangements, ships loaded with the 
products of the South would return to their own ports not only with 
such foreign merchandise as they require for trade and consump- 
tion, but with emigrants with large or small capital, and with sturdy 
muscle and energy, to settle her fertile, cheap lands and develop her 
resources, to the direct benefit not only of the South, but the 
country at large. 

To accomplish these results, your Committee think that it is the 
true policy of the Government to grant as a bounty to all buiidera 
of ships, when registered at the respective custom houses of the 
country, an amount equal to all duties and taxes under the tariff 
and internal revenue laws, which would be paid or incurred on all 
articles foreign or domestic used in their construction asd outfits. 
And further, to purchase and withdraw free from duty, from bonded 
warehouses at alt ports where they may be, stores, supplies and out- 
fits of every description requisite for use or consumption during 
their voyage (which stores and supplies on their return to a U. S. 
port should he placed in charge of a Government officer, not to be 
landed without payment of duties assessed according to law), and 
that all repairs and outfits from time to time required should be 
entitled to the same benefits proposed to bo conferred above. We 
also recommend the enactment by Congress of a general apprentice- 
ehip law, wisely adapted to the end of supplying American seamen 
and officers to man and command our ships. Also to grant sub- 
sidies, in the way of mail contracts or otherwise, to lines established 
or to be established to the North or South of Europe or elsewhere, 
as their merits and services may deserve. 

In the meantime, for a limited period, to allow the purchase by 
bona fide American citizens, in an individual or corporate capacity, of 
foreign built ships, to be registered and placed under the American 
flag, to supply the present want of American built ahipa, under such 
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regulations aa the practical wisdom of Congress may s.uggeat. Oiir 
coutttry abounda with material, wood, iron and copper, and me- 
chanical skill ample for ship building, (Mechanics in ship building 
now seeking active employmentjn more profitable pursuits.) Capi- 
tal is ready, and it only requires legialatioa to secure the restoration 
of American shipping and direct trade between Southern porta and 
Europe. 

Accompanying the above, your Committee would report a reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary 'of this Convention send copies of 
this report and resolution to the Representatives and Senators of 
the States represented in this Convention, requesting their efforts 
to induce Congress to pass laws in aocordanoe with the same. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EOBT. K. KiRKLAND, Chairman, 

Robert S, Newton, i 



On motion of Mr. Bishop, of Ohio, the report was 



Gen. N. P. Bahks, of Massachusetts, then presented and 
read the report of the Committee on Southern Pacific Rail- 
way, as follows ; 
The Committee on Southern Pacific Railway report aa follows : 

Resolved, That the construction of a railway from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, near the 32d parallel, upon the line indi- 
cated by the Legislatures of Texas, Kew Mexico, Arizona and Cali- 
fornia, and substantially endorsed by the Southern Commercial 
Conventions held at New Orleans, Memphis and Louisville, and 
more recently by the State of Texas, which shall be so constructed 
aa to connect by branches terminating at Memphis, Vicksburg and 
New Orleans, with the railway system of the Gulf States, and at the 
same time secure to all connecting roads, equal reciprocal advantages 
in the transmission of freight and passengers from the point of in- 
tersection with the main trunk line to the Pacific coast, is a National 
work of the highest importance necessary to the restoration of the 
commerce of the South, tending to harmonize the different aeetiona 
of the country, and promote the development of its natural wealth, 
and it is, therefore, eminently entitled upon every oonaiderauon of 
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«spedieney and 'public jusfice, to the aid from the General Govern- 
ment whicb has been so miiniScently extended to the Central and 
Northern Pacific Kail way s. 

Respectfully submitted, 

N. P. Banks, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Baeksdale, of Mississippi, the re- 
port was uaanimously adopted. 

Gov. E. 0. Stawnard, of Missouri, then presented and 
read the report of the Committee on River Navigation and 
Canals, as follows ; 

Tour Coramittee respectfully report that the following sabjeeta 
have been brought to their notice, by resolutions offered in the Con- 
vention, and by reports of Committees appointed at the Commercial 
Convention held last year at the city of Louisville: 

I'lRBT— 1. The deepening of the channel at the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

2. Deepeniag'the channels of the Mississippi, Wisconsin and 
Attanais rivers, and removing snags therefrom. 

3. Canal at Des Moines rapids. 

4. Bock Island rapids. 

6. Mississippi rivet from Rock Island to the falls of St. Anthony, 

6. Improvement of Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota rivers, and 
fella of St. Anthony. 

7. Improvement of the Ohio river. 

8. Louisville and Portland canal. 

9. Tennessee river. 

10. General surveys of various rivers. 

The subjects above enumerated, have been brought before your 
Committee in an able and instructive report, prepared and submitted 
by Hon. E. 0. Stannard, Chairman of the Committee on Eiver 
Navigation and Canals, appointed by the Southern Commercial 
Convention, held at Louisville, in October, Year Committee re- 
comntead the reading of this report before this Convention, and the 
adoption of the resolutions appended. 

Second. — the improvement of the tennksbbe riveb. 
This subject is brought to the attention of your Committee by a 
special report, embodying valuable information and containing im- 
5 
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portant reeommendations, prepared and submitted by B. A. Jamb8, 
Esq , Chairman of the Committee on the Improvement of the Ten- 
nessee river, appointed by the Southern Commercial Convention, 
held at Louisville, last October. Your Committee recommend the 
reading of this report also to the Convention, and the approval, by 
this body, of the suggestions made therein, and in this connection, 
also, recommend the adoption of the following : 

liesolved. That the Congress of the United States be_ memorial- 
ized to appropriate 840,000 of the funds for the improvement of the 
Tennessee river, to that portion of the river between Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, and Kuosville, Tennessee. 

Third. — the improvement of the coosa rivee, Georgia. 

The attention of your Committee has been called to this sabjeet 
by members of the Georgia delegation, to this Convention. From 
their memorial it appears that the subject received the favorable 
consideration of the Convention at Louisville; that it is of great 
moment to the States of Georgia and Alabama, and has been favora- 
bly considered by the Engineer Department at Wastington — official 
survey being made at this time under the order of the Government. 
Tour Committee submit the following resolution for adoption by 
this Convention : 

Resolved, That this Convention nnite with the citizens of Georgia 
and Alabama, in recommending to Congress, an appropriation for 
removing obstructions in Coosa river, Alabama and Georgia, and 
connecting that river with the head waters of the Tennessee, 

Fourth. — the purchase or the erib canal prom the state 

OP NEW rORK, AND THE ABOLITION OF ALL TOLLS THEREON. 

This resolution was submitted to the Convention by Mr, Deaker, 
of New York, and referred to this Committee. Whilst recognizing 
the importance of the subject brought to our notice in the resolu- 
tion, your Committee think the time has not yet arrived for such 
action as that proposed by this Convention. 

Fifth. — the establishment op water communication be- 
tween LAKE MICHIGAN AND THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

The resolution upon this subject was submitted to the Convention 
by Mr. Oharle3 Seymour, of Wisconsin. Your Committee un- 
derstand that a private company exists, and has received assistance 
for the prosecution of this work. It is now proposed, that the Gen- 
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eral Q-OTernment shaM purclase the interest of this company and 
complete the work. Its National importance justifies the (Committee 
in recomaiendiog to the Convention the adoption of a resolution, 
commending the subject to tlie favorable eoaaideratioo of Congress. 
Your Committee think no more specific action should be commend- 
ed, without further and detailed information, 

SeXTH. — THE CONNECTION OP THE ATLANTIC OCEAN AND THE GULP 
OF MEXICO, BY IMPKOVEMENT OF VAUIOCS RIVERS UDNNINO 
ACROSS THE PENINSULA OF FLORIDA. 

The resolution relatinf; to this subject, was offered in Convention 
by Mr. H. L. Hart, of Florida. No survey having been made of 
the proposed improvement, and no sufficient iDformation being in 
the possession of the Committee on the subject, your Committee 
recommend, that th* resolution offered, be filed for future action if 
desired. 

SeVENTII.— ON THE FEEE NAVIGATION OP RIVERS. 

The following resolution offered by W, D. MooitE, Esq., of Penn- 
sylvaaia, is recommended for adoption ; 

Resolved, That the free and unobstructed navigation of the rivers 
of the country, is the right of all its citizens, and is indispensable 
to the cheap transportation of its products and manufactures, and 
this Convention earnestly urges upon Congress the enactment of 
Bueh laws, as will eifectually prevent any individual or corporation 
from obstructing, hindering or delaying,,the navigation of rivers,, 
and from appropriating any portion of them to their own private, 
use, or for their exclusive benefit. 

Eighth, — the iMpnovEMBUT of the red river of Louisiana, 
This subject is brought to our attention, by resolution offered by. 
Mr. T. P. HoTCHKiss, of Shreveport, Louisiana, and the Committee 
can act more strongly express their sense of the impottanee of th& 
subject, and its legitimate claim upon the sympathy of you-r body, 
than by submitting for adoption the resolution included, presented 
by the delegate from Ijouistana, as follows : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, the importance 
of the agricultural productions of the country bordering upon the 
Red river of Louisiana, deserves, at the hands- of Congress^ an ap- 
propriation for the removal of the rafl and other obstructions to 
navigatioQ in said river. 
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Tour Committea have thus eoasidered the important subjecta 
referred to them, as carefully, as the time allotted to them would 
permit, and respectfully submit to the Convention, the forego in a 
report and resolutions. 

Bespectfully submitted, 

E. 0. Stannard, Chairman. 
W. D. Moore, Secretary. 

Mr. Stannakd, of Missouri, Chairman of the above 
Committee : Mr. Chairman, I also offer a report with reference to 
the improvement of the Tennessee river, submitted by order of the 
Louisville Convention; 

Mr. President : I have the honor to submit the following report 
upon the improvement of the Tennessee river : 

First — Communication from Lieut. M. B. Adams, Engineer U. S. 
A. in charge of Tennessee river improvemeut, marked Eshibits 
A and B, and made a part of this report. 

It will be seen as shown by Exhibits A and B, that appropriations 
by Coii"reas are suffioient to render the Tennessee river navigable, 
with the single eseeption of the obatru-jtion at the Mussel shoals 
from Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Padueah, Kentucky, where the 
Tennessee river empties into the Ohio river. 

As the Mussel shoals are the great obstruction to the free naviga- 
i»ation of the Tennessee river, your Committee would most earnestly 
ask this Convention to reaommend that the Congress of the United 
States appropriate a Sufficient sum of money, to be expended under 
the direction of the War Department, through the Engineer Di- 
vision thereof, to remove said obstructions. 

Your Committee would further request that this Convention would 
also recommend the appropriation of sufficient money to remove the 
obstructions to the free navigation of the Tennessee river, between 
Chattanooga and Knosville, Tennessee, and in support of which re- 
quest of the Committee, we submit a few statistics marked Ex- 
hibit C. 

It will be seen from Exhibits A and E, that the work heretofore 
ordered by acts of Congress, for the improvement of said river, has 
progressed rapidly, and in a short time will be completed. But the 
great obstructions still remain ; and hence your Committee ask that 
the obBtruetions of the Mussel shoals, and the obstructions between 
Chattanooga, and Knoxville, Tennessee, be removed, thereby estab- 
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lishing uninterrupted navigation, for 900 miles on tlie Tennessee 
river, and sixth in iraportance upon the American continent. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
E. A. James, 
Chairman Committee on Improvement of the Tennessee river, 
Louisville Convention, 

EXHIBIT A. 

Office op the Tenn. E. Impts. 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Sept. 6th, 1870. 
Mr. E. A. James, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Mt/ Dear Sir: In compliance with the verbal request you made 
of me some two weeks ago, I now give you in writing what I imagine 
to he the information you desire. 

The work of improving the Tennessee river was commenced Feh. 
4th, 1869; since which time the progress of the work can be seen 
from the '-Summary Statement, &c.," enclosed herewith. 

In this summary stalement, the work as laid out provides for the 
expenditure, in the hest interests of the river, and according to law, 
of all money appropriated for the improvement of the Tennessee 
river, including that of the act approved July 11th, 1870. But it 
will he seen that none of this goes to the improvement of Mussel 
shoals, that great obstruction to the navigation of the Tennessee 
river, though it is confidently believed that the money now appro- 
priated is sufficient to improve the river, so that it will he navigable 
from Cbattanooga to Decatur, and from Florence and Tuscumbia to 
its mouth. Very respectfully, your obt. servt. 

M. B. Adams, UK Lt. U. S. Engrs.. 

In charge of Tenn. R. Impls. 

EXHIBIT B. 

For Mr. E. A. James, Chattanooga, Tenn. 



7 OF OPKRATIOBS ON THE TENNESSEE RIVEE IM- 
PROVEMBNTS, DUBINO THE YEARS 1869-70, AND PROHABLE OPEBA- 
TIOBB DURING THE YEAR 1870-71. 

It is proposed to exoavate 700 cubic yards from the Ross Tow- 
head rock reef, and to construct a rip-rap dam with the material 
thus excavated. 

At Tumbling shoals, $4,000 are available, and will be eipended 
e rock from the steamboat channel. 
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The Suck obstrnction liaa been very mueli reduced. 24,357 
cubic yards have been excavated from the bar ; and it is confidently 
believed tbat tbe work of improvement will be completed inside of 
two mo nth a. 

There are 4,357 cubic yards remaining to be excavated, and the 
entire wall of excavated material Is to be reveted. There has been 
expended on this work up to the present time, $39,637.55. 

Tbe improvement at tbe Pot has been reported completed, though 
there sboald still be 1,000 cubic yards taken from tho projecting 
point which forms the obstruction; this will be done during the 
coming winter. 

It is proposed to excavate 5,000 cubic yards from the bar at tbe 
Ekillet, during the coming year. 

The Widow's bar improvement will consist in the constrnction of 
a rip-rap dam to contain 1,350 cubic yards. 

At Beifont shoals the same improvement is proposed as at 
Widow's bar. 

There are two large rooks in the channel of the river near the 
mouth of Short creek, which will be removed during the coming 
year. 

At G-enter's reef and Center's shoals, there are 400 cubic yards of 
solid rock to be excavated. 

At Limestone bar, a rip-rap dam is to be constructed, that will 
contain 3,600 cubic yards of stone. 

The Buck island rip-rap dam is complete, and contains 2,000 
cubic yards of stone. 

Colbert and Bee tree shoals, now in process of construction ; rip- 
rap dams to contain a total of 12,690 cuMo yards ; and there are 
6,448 cubic yards of solid roek to be excavated from the reefs in 
that vicinity. 

The three last named obslructions are below Mussel shoals; all 
the others between Chattanooga and Decatur, in the order named. 

The unusual high water of the past two months, for the eeasou 

of the year, and the extreme high water during the winter and 

spring months, has retarded operations very much ; and until the 

works are completed their beceSeial effects can not be appreciated, 

M. B. Adams, 1st Lt. U. S. Engineers, 

In charge of Tenn. R. Impro 
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STATISTICS. 

Sis stoamers ply above Chattanooga, of from 120 to 300 tons 
burthen. One plies daily between Rockwood and London (mail), 
one runs to railroad at London, and the four largest run from Chat- 
tanooga to Kingslon and Eockwood. At Eockwood are the largest 
iron works in the South, which will produce ia 1871, 20,000 tons 
of pig iron and 40,000 tons of coal. In addition to the above, at 
Emory coal mines 10,000 tons, at Sandy coal mines 10,000 tons, 
and at Sole creek coal mines 10,000 tons of coal will be produced 
during the year 1871. 

None of the foregoing is speculative, but all are in active opera- 
tion now, and not doing more than one fourth of their basineaa 
capacity, except the iron works at Rockwood. 

It is estimated that 2,000,000 of bushels of corn are annually 
shipped out of Tennessee, on the river above Chattanooga ; besides 
vast amounts of hay, flour, oats and bacon. 

Flat boats now do one-third of the down stream business. 20S 
flat boats passed Rockwood in one week last winter, carrying freight 
equal to 50 trips of a 200 ton steamboat. 

Millions of feet of logs come out of the upper Tennessee country 
annually. 

Mr. StannAKD : I have the honor also to submit, the follow- 
ing report, which the Committee recommend shall fae^^rinted : 

Mr. President, in oompHanos with the resolution passed at the 
Southern Commercial Convention held in Louisville last October, 
requesting the chairman of each of the standing committees " to 
report for the respectful consideration of the next Commercial Con- 
vention upon the subject for which said committees were respectively 
raised," I beg leave on behalf of the Committee on River Naviga- 
tion, Canals, &c., to submit for the consideration of this Convention 
the following report : 

It will be remembeted that a year ago, at Louisville, the Conven- 
tion urged Congress to make an appropriation of 36,000,000, to bo 
spent on Western waters in the completion of improvements already 
began and in contemplation, and in response about 82,000,000 was 
at the last session appropriated fur these purposes, this being about 
the amount represented by the officers in charge of the respective 
works that they would require during the current year ; thus show- 



by Google 



60 BOUTHERN COMMERCIAL COKVENTIOS. 

ing that the West and South ii no Jonger forgotten ia the halls of 
Congress, and that & Hbetal spirit is beginning to be manifested 
toward na, and that earnest, urgent and iotelligent appeals ia our 
own behalf are not fruitless. That the Convention may be informed 
as to how this £2,000,000 was distributed, wo oopy the following 
report from the Miasovri Repuhlican of Western oppropriationa, 
under date of August 27th. It being the most complete of anything 
we have seen, and giving most thoroughly in detail the desired 
information. 

MOUTH OF THE MIBSISBirPl. 

The first important work ia the deepening of the channel through 
the bars at the mouth of the Mississipp!, for the prosecution of 
which during the present fiscal year, the sum of 3300,000 was ap- 
propriated by the General Gorernment. To accomplish the object 
the dredge boat Essajoos was built, and it has now been cperatei 
for nearly two years upon Pass a TOulrc with very little success. 
The main difEeulty which has been encountered is the frequent 
breaking of the machinery of the boat. The Essajons will be 
removed from its present field of operations at Pass a I'Outre to 
South-west pafis, and some other atep will be taken to assist in 
5 the chan 1 at tl ' p 



CHANNELS TIE U 8 V UlS^OUni AfiS AliKAKSAS. 

The general imp n nt ftl channels of the Mississippi, Mis- 
Kouri and Aikansa h had n ppropriation made toward it of 
8150,000, fo« work d n th year. The work embraces the 
Mississippi from ^ay. Orleans to the rapids at Keokuk. The plan 
of improvement ia to dredge the bars at low water, remove snags, 
and cut down timber upon the banks at poinfa where it would be 
likely to be precipitated into the river and thus form snags. 

In this work four double-hull snag boats and one dredge boat are 
in use. 

CES MOINBS AKS KOCK ISLAKD RAFIDB. 

For the construction of the canal around the Dea Moines rapids at 
Keokuk, ©600,000 has been appropriated. The canal will be 7 3-10 
miles in length, 300 feet in width, and Beatly 7 feet deep 'at extreme 
low water. The locks will be double, so that one boat may ascend 
while another is descending. It will be open for use by the fall of 
1871. 

There has been $150,000 appropriated for the improvement of the 
channel on the Kock Island rapids. The work consists in deepening 
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the channel by llasfing the rook. It will doubtless be completed 
before the Des Moioes rapids canal. 

MiaS18S!P?r FROM BOCK I9r,AND TO THE FALLS OP BT. AHTHONT. 

The main channel of the Mississippi, from the Rock Island rapids 
U> the Falls of St. Anthony, is being improved by the employment 
of tow boats which are used for the purpose of removing snags and 
dredging. The appropriation for the work ia $60,000. 

WI8C0NBIN, UISMESOTA AND ILLINOIS RIVERS. 



The following appropriations were also made for the improve- 
ments mentioned : 

Improvement of Wisconsin rivor |50,000 

ImproTomeot of Minnesota riTer 50,000 

ImproTcment of lOinoiB rirer 100,000 

Improvementof Fallsof St. Anthony 50,000 

OHIO AMD TSNNBSSEE P.IVEna, AND LODISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 

For the improvement of the Ohio river, $300,000 were appropri- 
ated ; ®250,000 of this is for the widening and deepening of the 
Louisville and Portland canal at the fails. This is a most important 
work. It is expected that the canal will be in a condition for uae 
wiibin a year. The appropriation lor the genera! improvement of 
the Ohio is 350,000. The Tennessee river received an appropria- 
tion, of S80,000. 

BUKVBYS OF HARBOn OP ST. LOUIS, &o. 

About $100,000 mere appropriated for surveys of Western rivers, 
harbors of St. Louis and Alton, and some other minor works. 

RB CAPITULATION OF APPR0PHIATI0N3. 

Moutl of the Mississippi $300,000 

Channels of the Mississippi, Miasouri and Artaosas 150,000 

Canal at Dea Moines rapids 600,000 

150,000 
60,000 
250,000 
50,000 
250,000 
80,000 
100,000 





from Rook Island to Falle 
conaio and Minnesota rive 


1 of St. Anthony, 
ra and Falls of St. 


" "" 


Illinois, Wis 
Ohio .- 


Anthony 


















Survejs (about) 







Total $1,990,000 

This sum, representiDg these appropriations for the Mississippi 
and its tributaries, is about one-half of the entire appropriatioQa 
made by Congress for river and harbor improvements. 
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It U estimated by General Wilson, the officer in charge of the 
canal at the Des Moines rapids, that it will cost to complete the 
work ahout $600,000, and that it can be completed during the nest 
year, and that an appropiiafion of about $80,000 will complete the 
Rock Island rapids improvement, and that this work will be done 
about the same time ; and by General Weitzal, the officer in charge 
of the Louisville canal, that to complete this work it will require an 
additional appropriation of about $500,000, and that the work can 
be completed during the year 1871. 

I am informed by General Reynolds, the officer in charge of the 
snag boat operations on the Mississippi, Missouri and Arkansas 
rivers, that the appropriation of 8150,000 last year for the prosecu- 
tion of his work is ftoing to be entirely inadequate for necessary ex- 
penditures during the year, and that he will ask for an appropria- 
tion of $300,000 at the nest session of Congress, and an additional 
amount for the purchase or building of two new boats. And ia 
view of the magnitude and importance and early completion of 
these great works and others to the whole country, your Committee 
beg to report the following preamble and resolutions for your con- 
sideration and adoption : 

Whereas, Cheap transportation is the great want of the West, 
South and of the entire nation, thereby meeting t!ie first great prin- 
ciples of the growth of a nation, cheap food for the masses, better 
remuneration for the producer, and an increase in the exports of our 
country; and 

Whereas, The relative cost of transportation per mile by water 
and rail is as one to eight; and 

Whereas, The Mississippi river and its tributaries affords 16,000 
miles of connected navigation and the cheapest highway for tho 
commerce of the Valley, in which is produced over two-thirds of 
the brcadstuffs and provisions and four-fifths of the ciporlS of the 
entire country ; and 

Whereas, The rate of transportation and insurance on said river 
and its tributaries is much increased on account of the interruption, 
danger and delay caused by certain obstructions ; therefore. 

Resolved, That the people of the United States now in convention 
assembled, do hereby respectfully and earnestly petition our honora- 
ble Senators and Representatives in Congress, to appropriate at their 
next session so much as shall be necessary to complete the improvements 
of the Mississippi river at the Des Moines and Rock Island rapids, 
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the completion of the Louisville and Portland canal at the falls of 
the Ohio, and the deepening of the channel at the mouth of the 
Mississippi, 

Eesohei, That (nlly appreciating the work now being done at the 
Balize, at the mouth of the Mississippi river, and the removal of 
snags and dredging of sand bars on the lower Mississippi, the Mis- 
souri and Aikansas rivers, and the falls at Alexandria on lied river, 
and on the upper Mississippi, Wisconsin and Minnesota rivers, and 
the removal of obstructions to navigation of the Tennessee, Ohio 
and Illinois rivers, we do most earnestly and respectfully request 
Congress to appropriate at their next session so much as can be 
judicioasly expended on the eonlinued improvement of the navigation 

Resolved, That the thanks of the people of the Mississippi valley 
are due and are hereby cordially tendered to the Thirjy-ninth, 
Fortieth, Forty-first and Forty-seoond Congress, for appropriations 
granted by them for the improvement of the Western rivers, and 
especiaily to those members whose warm sympathy and earne.'t 
labcr contributed so largely to secure such appropriations. 
Respectfully yours, 

E. 0. Stannard. 

^ protracted discussion enyaed, upon tiic motion of Mr. 
Gaskell, of Georgia, to adopt the reports and resolutions 
aa submitted by the Committee. 

Gen. Chilton, of Kentucky, demanded the vote on the 
motion by States. 

The call resulted as follows : 

reos— Alabama 8, Arkansas 4, Florida 3, Georgia 12, Iowa 1, 
Kansas 3, Louisiana 8, Mississippi 7, Missouri 10, Massachusetts 1, 
Ohio 21, Pennsylvania 4, South Carolina 6, Tennessee 8, Texas 1, 
Virginia 10, Nevada 1. Total, 108. 

A^cj/s- Kentucky 11, Maryland 7, Michigan 8, New York 6, 
North Carolina 2, Tennessee 1. Total, 35. 

The report was declared adopted by a Tote of lOs to 35. 

Gen. Clinton B. Fjsk, of Missouri, then presented and 
read the report of the Committee on Removal of Obstruc- 
tions from the Mouth of the Mississippi river, as follows : 
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To the Southern Commercial. Convention, Cinnnnaii, Ohio: 

Yoar Committee to whom was referred the subject of removing 
the obstructions from the mouth of the Mississippi river, having 
had the same under consideration, would respectfully report, that 
the Committee appointed at the Louisville Convention in October, 
1869, have carefully watched the progress made by the United 
Stales government steamer Essayons in opening and maintaining 
channels at the river's mouth. The results are not such as to war- 
rant the belief that permanent channels can be maintained through 
such instrumentality. 

The Essayons has during the last year been mueli of the time in 
docks for repairs, and is at this time undergoing reconslruotion. 
New machinery is being added, and she will soon be ready for 
another trial. But should any serious accident happen to her ma- 
chinery^ or the channels again be filled by the violence of ihe storms 
to which the gulf coast is subject, the commerce of the Mississippi 
valley would suffer a loss of many millions of dollars. 

Your Committee believe that no subject within the range of the 
discussions of this Convention is fraught with greater interest (o the 
entire country than is this. 

The Mississippi river and its tributaries drain more than half of 
the territorial area of the United States. This area is pervaded in 
every part by lands of unsurpassed fertility, a comparatively small 
portion of which is yet developed. It supports within its hounds a 
majority of the population of Ihe Union, It pays more than half 
the taxes of the entire country. Taken altogether, in soil, produc- 
tion, mineral wealth and navigable waters, this great valley far sur- 
passes any other on the face of the globe, and is destined at no very 
distant day to exert a controlling influence upon the policy of the 
Government. The interests of the people of every part of this 
valley in the removal of impediments from the navigable streams, 
and deepening the channels of the mouths of the Mississippi, are 
identical, and these objects ought to be provided by the aid of the 
General Government to the largest extent, as the best means of 
securing the prosperity of the whole country, promoling the happi- 
ness of tho people, insuring peace, concord and unity at home, and 
respect and renown abroad, 

"We commend to the Southern Commercial Convention, composed 
as it is of delegates from all the States of this great valley, and from 
a large number of other States of the Union, the adoption of resolu- 
tions earnestly urging upon the National Government the necessity 
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n the moat expeditious manacr possible, bott cliati- 
nels at the mouths of the Mississippi river to a depth that shall at 
all times pass vessels of at least twenty feet draught. Therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That all obstructions to navigation at the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, should be removed at the expense, and Qoder the 
direction of the government. 

1. By a eotitioued and conclusive experiment to be made by 
dredging, or 

2. That the Governinent of the United States shall, (if the same 
be found praotieable by a preliminary survey,) open a ship canal 
from a point on the left bank of the Miasiasippi river, below Fort 
St. Phillip, into the Gulf of Mes co — such anal to be eonatrueted 
and maintained at Nat nnal cott and adm iistered by National 
authority : to be adequate to the wants of American commerce — 
free from any charge or mped ment and to constitute a part of the 
National highway to the ocean 

Efsoived,- Hhat a Spec 1 Comm ttee con ist ng of one member 
from each of the following c t ei to wit New Orleans, Ticksburg, 
Memphis, Cairo, St. "Lou 8 K,e kuk Dubuqie ''t. Paul, Louisville, 
Cincinnati and Pittsburg, be appointed by the Preaident of this 
Convention, whoae duty it shall be to confer with the government 
authorities, respectiug the prosecution of the work of deepening 
the channel of the river mouth, by the present aaencies or other 
new appliances — the survey for a ship canal, and to awaken a gen- 
eral interest in the much needed National work, among the people 
of the Mississippi valley. 

Your Committee append as a part of their report, communicationa 
from Benjamin Burison, the venerable and respected ex-engineer 
of the State of Louisiana, and Captain C. W. Howell, an able 
officer of the Engineer corps of the United States army, now in 
charge of the steamer Easayons, and other doouments respecting 
surveys and construction of a ship canal connecting the Mississippi 
river with the gulf of Mexico, through Igle Breton pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Clinton B. Fisk, Cbairinan of Com. 

L, J. HiOBT, Sec. 
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Esbineer'b Office, 
New Orleans, Sept. 30, IBTO. 
L. J. HiGBT, Esq. 

D&ar Sir: In 1S36, I surveyed the coast of the gu'.f from above 
Fort St. Philip, down to the passes of the river, and found by ob- 
servation and sounding, that no deposits of the Mississippi mud 
were ninde on that coast, or by the gulf stream, east of the passes ; 
hut found the sediment all went to the westward by the action of 
the gulf stream and the current of the iVIissisaippi. 

In the year 1840, I went with Commodore Eousseau, in command 
of a U. S. corvette to make a reconnoissance of the aforesaid coast, 
and came to anchor near the shore, five miles below Fort St. Philip, 
in Breton Island pass. I found five to eight and ten fathoms water 
out the pass, and I have no doubt, a ship canal with twenty-five or 
thirty feet water can be built there; and from my experience, I am 
satisfied no deposit will ever be made at the outward end of the 
canal to form any bar. 

Any other information you may want, I will be happy to give. 
Very respectfully yours, 

Benjamin Burison, Civil Engineer, 

U. S. EsoisEsa's Office, 
New Orleans, Sept. 25, 1870. 
L. J. HiOBY, Esq. 

Dear Sir: In complying with your request for an expression of 
opinion regarding a project for a ship eanal, below Fort St. Philip, 
connectini; the Uiaaissippi river with the gulf of Mexico, through 
Isle Breton pass. I have first to say, that like yourself, I have 
only the evidence of others on which to base my opinions, not bav- 
ins as yet made a personal examination of the proposed location. 

The subject was brought ofiicially to my notice by the Engineer 
Department, last July, and having previously paid some attention 
to it, I was able on the 12th August, to report the project " ap- 
parently practicable, and its realization of the greatest moment to 
the commerce of the Mississippi." Reserving further report until 
after making an examination of Isle Breton pass, which I intend to 
make as soon as more pressing duties will permit. 

Of objoBtions to the project, which I have considered, but one is 
of a serious nature, all others regard difficulties to bo overcome by 
the engineer. The one is the asserted continuous shoaling of Isle 
BretoTi pass, and of the bay and sound to the northward, from 
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natural causes, wliich shoaling, if aj asserted, would eventually 
effect a blockade of the outer end of any canal debouching into Isle 
Breton pass. 

Such evidence as we now have shows that no such slioaling haa 
taken place within tho past one hundred years, but that, on the con- 
trary, the pass has actually deepened. Without calling in question 
the correctness of this evidence, I am yet of opinion that it should 
be verified by soundings of later date than those we have, before 
presenting the project to Congress for definite action. Such souud- 
ings can bs obtained in time to present to Congress at its nest ses- 
sion, and will be found in a report I shall make in November, to 
the Chief Engineer, U, S. A. Assuming the depth of the pass not 
naturally subject to diminution, the construction of this projected 
canal, will Involve but a single problem requiring more than ordinary 
engineering ability, namely : the projection of its dehouche into the 
deep water of the pass, in such a manner as not to cause shoaling, 
by obstructing the currents, (tidal or others) through tho pass. 

The work of excavation will be of the simplest and least expensive 
character, and there is no question as to finding or making proper 
foundations for locks and other structures. 

A review of the estimates made by Mr. R. Montaque, C. E., 
and published in 1869, satisfies me that they are too small. I have 
not bad time to review them. Of this plan I have only to suggest 
that the width of water way should at least be doubled. 

However successful the work now in progress, for improving 
channels across the bars at the mouth of the Mississippi may prove, 
a canal such as the one projected, will yet be of incalculable benefit 
to the commerce of that river — a commerce destined to equal that 
of New York. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. Howell, 
Capt. Topog'ra. U. S. A. 

The report and resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Branch, of Virginia, presented and read a partial 
report of the Committee on Finance and Taxation, as fol- 
lows: 

Your Committee fully recognize the importance and magnitude 
of the topics which have been referred to them, and that they may 
be the better able to discharge the duties assigned them, beg leave 
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at this time to sabmit a report covering only a part of the subject 
matter of their investigations, and at the same time ask for further 
time to prepare an additional report. 

UpoQ the subject of tariff, they recommend the adoption of the 
following 1 

Resolved. That we are itt,favor of a tariff for purposes of revenue 

That duties should never be levied with a view to give one branch 
of industry, or one section of the country an advantage over others; 
that the rates should be fixed with regard solely to revenue, and 
should be made to bear as lightly as possible on all branches of in- 
dustry, and upon all sections of the country. 

Upon the subject of internal revenue taxation, your Committee 
recommend that the system be further amended by the entire aboli- 
tion of the income tas, taxation be restricted to articles of luxury, 
and that their number be as small as may be compatible with the 
amount of revenue to be raised. 

Mr. Jewett, of Missouri, announced that the report as 
presented by Mr. Branch, did not meet with the endorse- 
ment of the entire Committee, and that the minority of the 
Committee had thought of also presenting a report, but 
after consideration, decided that it was not necessary to 
do so. 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the consideration of the re- 
port was defeiTcd until the full and final report of the Com- 
mittee was submitted. 

Mr. W. T. Newman, of Georgia, Chairman of Com- 
mittee on The Enlargement of the more important Lines of 
Canals in the United States, so as to render them navigable 
for Vessds propelled by Steam, then presented and read the 
report of that Committee, as follows : 

Mr. Chairman : The Committee appointed to consider the enlarge- 
ment of the more important lines of canals in the United States, so 
as to render them navigable for vessels propelled by steam, in view 
of the very great pressure of business before the Convention, re- 
commend that the subject submitted to them, be continued until the 
next session of the Convention. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 
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Mr. John G. Fox, of Nevada, then presented and read 
the report of the Committee on the Charges on Passenger 
and Freight Traffic on Rail and Water Lines, as follows ; 

The Committee on the Charges on Passenger and Freight Traffic 
on Itaitroad and Water Lines, respectfully report the following reso- 
lution, and recommend its adoption : 

Resoived, That Oohgtess^ he invoked to pass each laws as may be 
deemed necessary to establish a fair and equitable schedule of rates 
for freight and passenger transportation, wifhont discriminatioD 
against local traffic, on all roads endowed by governmeat, either by 
grants of laud or money, and that the same action be, invofeed by 
State Legiaiatures, with reference to roads under their control. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Wm. S. HA.STIE, of South Carolina, presented and 
read the report of the Committee on subject No. 13-r-To 
abolish throughout the whole country all license imposed on 
Commercial Travelers, as follows : 

The Committee to whom was referrei the subject To abolish 
throughout the wholo country, all lieenaa imposed on Commtrcial 
Travelers, beg leave to report, lUat after a long discussion, the vote 
resulted in a tie, and the Committee throw the whole matter in the 
hands of the Convention, without any recommendation. 

On motion, the report was laid on the. table. 

The Committee on Free Trade in Money reported through 
ite chairman, Mr. Chaeles Reemelin, of Ohio, the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That al! restrictions upon th« rates of iaterest, they 
being but the price of money, serve to increase rather than to 
diminish its cost; that to bring the rate of interest to the lowest 
practical standard, the trade in money should be left as free as the 
trade in mercha'adise, and this Convention recommends to the seve- 
ral States tha repeal of all usnry laws and of all statutes by which 
contracts expressed in money ate treated exceptionally. 

Resolved, That the banking laws of the country should be 80 
amended as to take from them all monopoly in the supply of cur- 
rency or other forms of credit for the wflnts of businesfl, and ho aB 
to allow every person the free use of his credit. 
6 
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Resolved, That the free use of their means and their credit is the 
natural right of all human beings, and no government has the right 
to interfere with this freedom, except where fraud or crime enters 
into the transaction and is duly proven in a court of justice. 

The motion to adopt the resolutions occasioned a lengthy 
discussion, resulting in their passage, but on motion of Mr. 
WiCKERSHAM, of Alabama, the vote adopting them was 
reconsidered, and the further consideration of the subject 
postponed until the afternoon session of the Convention. 

Mr. Fluellen, of Georgia, by general consent, offered 
tiie following : 

Retolved, That the Southern Commercial Convention respectfully 
recommend that the United States Congress donate or appropriate 
certain lands for railroad purposes, to each of the Southern States, 
and. to locate said lands in some of the Territories. That these 
lauds shall he sold at stated times hy State authority, and never less 
than at the price of United States puhlic lands in the same sections 
of country. 

Which was referred to the Committee on the subject of a 
Settled PoUcy in regard to the Disposition of the Pubhc 
Lands. 

Mr. Campbell, of North Carolina, by general consent, 
offered the following : 

Whereas, The State of North Carolina ceded to the United 
States the territory now forming the State of Tennessee, an, area of 
land surpassing in escellence and richness that derived from any 
other source, except the North-west Territory, ceded by Virginia; 

■VThbubas, One of the great highways from the Southern Pacific 
Railroad to the middle Bast lies through her mountain lands ; 
therefore 

Rtsolve.d, That we recommend the passage by the United States 
Congress of a liberal appropriation to the Tranaatlautio Western 
North Carolina Railroad. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Railroads 
Generally. 
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Mr. DoRN, of Kentucky, by general consent, offered the 
following : 

Resolved, That the proposed connection of the Atlantic and 
Pacific waters by means of the Darien canal, is of the greatest im- 
portancG to American trade and commerce, and should be the work 
flf American energy, American talent, and American money ; and 
we do most respectfully ask of the Congress of the United States 
all legitimate aid, and its fostering care, to this great American 
project. 

Which was adopted. 

The Convention then, on motion, adjoarned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order at 3 P. M., Mr. 
Garhett presiding. 

Mr. CoRWiNE, of Ohio, arose to a question of privilege, 
and said : 

Mr. President, sini;e the adjournment of this Convention last 
evening, and during its session this morning, a member of this Con- 
vention, a delegate, has died. Died suddenly. Died in the midst 
of life, and in the midst of usefulness. Died under cireurastanoes 
of peculiar distress to his friends. Mr. George L, Johnson, a 
delegate representing the Board of Trade of Cincinnati in this Con- 
vention, fell dead this morning of heart disease. Tte Ohio delega- 
tion, who have directed me to announce this melancholy event to 
this CouventioB, desire me to say of him that he was a man of Irre- 
proaehable character and integrity, and he had promise of a future 
alike creditable to himself and the eity in wiiich he lived. 

Mr. Chairman, I beg to add one remark. I knew him when he 
was a boy. I knew him on the soil of Kentucky. I knew him 
there as a boy who gave great promise of future nsefnlness in tbis 
life which has suddenly come to an end, regretted by me and regret- 
ted by the community. 

The President of the Convention said : 

The Chair fully appreciates the circumstances of the melancholy 
announcement made by the gentleman from Ohio, and extends the 
heartfelt sympathy of the Convention to the friends and faniily of 
the deceased. 
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Mr. R. M. Bishop, of Cinciaaati, offered the following 
resolution by consent of the Conventioo : 

Resolved, That the official reporter of this Convention be requested 
to furnish a full report of the remarks of Mr. Corwihe, of Ohio, 
and the President of this Convention, in respect to the death of 
(Jeoroe L. Johnson, a delegate to the Convention, and that the 
Bsme be sent to the widow and family of the deceased. 

The rales were suspended, and the resolution was unani- 
mously adopted by the Convention. 

Rlr. FiSK, of Missouri, by general consent, offered the 
following : 

Resolved, That the interest of tLe South and of the whole coun- 
try will he promoted hy the early completion of the Atlantic & 
Paeifie Railroad, and to that end we urge the subject upon the con- 
sideration of Compress, earnestly recommending tliat such further 
legislation be granted to that road as will enable the company to 
complete it at the earliest possible time through the Territories of 
the United Stafes. 

Adopted. 

The Chair announced the following as the special com- 
mittee provided for in the report of the Committee on the 
Kemoval of Obstructions from the Mouth of the Mississippi : 

L. J. Higby, New Orleans ; R. S. Buck, Vicksbnrg ; Jacob 
Thompson, Memphis; W, P. Halliday, Cairo; Clinton B. Fisk, 
St. Louis; R. F. Bower, Keokuk; H. Lowry, Dubuque; D. W. 
Ingeraoll, St. Paul; James Bridgeford, Louisville; Theo. Cook, 
Cincinnati; W. U. Moore, Pitlaburg. 

Also the following special committee appointed under 
resolution of the Convention, of one member from each 
State . represented, to fix a time and place for the next 
session of the Convention, and to report a basis of repre- 
sentation thereto : 

H.K.Snyder, Tennessee; Theodore Cook, Ohio ; M. D. Wicker- 
eham, Alabama; George E. Dodge, Arkansas; P. H. Kaiford, Flo- 
rida; R. L. Mott, Georgia; Thos. M. Munroe, Iowa; P. L. Under- 
Wood, Illinoia; W, E. Bowes, Indiana; Wm. Ernst, Kentucky; 
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Col. CoffiD, Kansas; John H. Kennard, Louisiana; E. Stafford, 
Miss-issippi ; E. T. Kirkland, Maryland; Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, 
Missouri; Wm. A. Butler, Michigan; Gen. N. P. Banks, M 
chusetts; Peter Clark, New York; J. G. Fox, Nevada; A 
Campbell, Nortli Carolina; W. D. Moore, Pennsjlvania ; J 
Cohen, South Carolina; Gov. J. W. Throckmorton, Texas; 
Tho3. Branch, Virginia ; Charles Seymour, Wisconsin ; Jesse B. 
Wilson, District of Columbia. 

The Chair announced that the consideration of the reso- 
lutions presented by the Committee on Free Trade in Money 
would now be in order. 

After a motion of Mr. Styles, of Georgia, to lay the 
resolutions on the table, and a motion of Mr. James, of 
Tennessee, for the previous question, were lost, Mr. Bishop, 
of Ohio, demanded a separate vote on each of the three 
resolutions, which was sustained. 

The first resolution was then adopted ; after a lengthy 
discussion the second resolution was lost, and the third 
resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. R. M. Bishop, of Ohio, presented and read the 
report of the. Committee on a Settled Policy in the PuhMc 
Interest in regard to the Disposition of Government Lands, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That it Khould he the settled policy of the United States 
to regard the public lands not as capital or a source of revenue, hut 
as a means of increasing the population and enlarging the wealth of 
the country; and to this end the homestead law should bo sus- 
tained ; and ia regions where the settlement of the country is neces- 
sary to give value to the lands and promote the interests of the 
people, such appropriations of alternate sections as may be necessary 
to secure these objects must be considered beneficent and wise. But 
the public interest imperatively demands that such lands, whether 
reserved by the Government or appropriated to aid public improve- 
ments, should be held for the benefit of actual settlers at an average 
price not exceeding 52.50 an acre ; and every appropriation of pub- 
lic lands for these purposes should be accompanied by such limita- 
tions, restrictions and conditions as will compel corporations or 
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other grantees, under penalty of forfeiture, to seek their profit by 
promoting tho settlement of the country instead of speculating in 
the lands intrnsled to them ; secure the prompt construction of the 
public works in aid of which they are appropriated ; and protect to 
the fullest eiteQt the interests of the Government and the right of 
actual settlers. 

Rciolvci}, That a committee of three he appointed by the Chair 
to niGmorialize Congress upon this subject, setting forth the views 
entertained by tbis Convention. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

Col. M. A. Brtso>', of Missouri, then presented and read 
the report of the Committee on Wharfage on Navigable 
Eivers, as follows : 

Y C mm" b 1 t p t h following facts and coo- 

Th h g p h Western rivers by the dif- 

m p u d wharfage, are exorbitant, 

p n a b d p n mmerce. For instance, the 

h J C 9 , at the city of St. Louis, 

7 cents, at the city of Memphis 6 cenis, and at the city of New 
Orleans 10 cents per ton, on the carrying capacity of every boat, for 
tho privilege of touching at its public landing. 

And, in addition, nearly every village of a few houses, although 
no improvements may have been made at its public landing, makes 
some charge for the same privilege. 

So great is the aggregation of those charges, that each boat pays 
under the name of wharfage from 15 to 30 cents for every ton of 
freight she carries. 

Your Conimitteee would also stale, they belieye such a tonnage 
tax to be specially prohibited by the 10th Section of the 1st Arti- 
cle of the Constitution of the United States, which prohibits any 
State, and thereby any city receiving its authority to tax, from the 
State, from imposing any tonnage tax. 

Your Committee believe further, that what are known as wharves 
upon these rivers, partake as much of the character of streets as 
wharves, and in equity the expense of maintaining tho same, should 
be borne by the city and the boat equally. But finding, as we do, 
that the charges imposed are from five to ten times the amount ac- 
tually necessary to keep the wharves in repair, we would most re- 
spectfully a&k the various municipalities to remove this charge, or 
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to reduce it to an equitable sum. And in the event of their failing 
or refusing to do so, that under its constitutional power of regulat- 
ing commerce between the different States, Congress bo requested to 
pass such laws aa will prohibit, and protect against unreasonable 

A motion to recommit the report to the Committee was 
lost, and after a very lengthy discussion the report was 
adopted, under a call for the previous question. 

Hon. E. A. Jamks, of Tennessee, presented and read the 
report of the Committee on Ample Railroad FacUities from 
the Ohio river to the Central South, as follows : 

Your Committee, (No. 18.) on Ample Railroad Facilities from 
the Ohio river to the Central South, beg leave to present the follow- 
ing report of preambles and resolutions, unanimously adopted by 
your Committee, and which we hope will meet the like approbation 
of this Convention, to wit: 

Whereas, Railroads tend to increase production, consumption, 
and the genera! development of the resources of the country through 
which they may pass, thereby augmenting the general prosperity 
and wealth of the whole country ; and 

Wherkas, There are no direct railroads ruuniog from the Ohio 
river to the Central South, through a large portion of the great 
States of Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, GEeorgia, Alabama 
and Tennessee, to the harbors of the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, in- 
cluding that great belt of country lying between the 3d and 8th 
meridian. West longitude, from Washington, abounding in agricul- 
tural and mineral wealth, aa yet almost entirely undeveloped ; there- 
fore, 

1st. Be it resolved, That this Convention reoommcnd most earnestly 
to the favorable consideration of the Legislatures of the different 
States, and also to the counties and municipal corporation authori- 
ties through which they may pass and terminate, the following pro- 
jected lines of railways, and respectfully ask that liberal legislation 
be granted, and a generous support extended said lines by those 
whom they will direetly benefit, aa well as for the general benefit 
that will be derived therefrom by the country at large. Said roads 
which your Committee specially recommend for the approval of 
this Convention, are the following, to wit : 
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1. The Cincinnati Southern Railroad. 

2. The Louisville & Chattanooga Grand Trunk Eailroad. 

3. The Cumherland & Ohio Railroad. 

2d. Be it fur/her resolved, That this Convention urges upon the 
General AsBemblj of the State of Kentucky, the necessity of grant- 
ing a charter to the Cincinnati Southern Railroad, from Cinciunati 
to {'hattanooga, or to auoh other point South as may be deemed ad- 
visable by the tru.stees or corporators, and that the line should he 
as direct as practicable. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. James also preseoted the following supplemental 
report of the Committee : 

Wheeeas, There exists State chartera for a railroad from St, 
Louis, Missouri, to Mt. Carmel, Illinois, via New Albany, Indiana, 
thence to Louisville, Kentucky, thence through Pound Gap to 
Wythville, Wesh Virginia, and thence to Norfolk, Virginia, makiug 
a continuous Air Line from Norfolk, Virginia, to St. Louis, Mis- 
souri ; therefore, 

1st. Be it renohed, That this Convention recommend to the United 
States Congress, the granting of a National railroad charter over 
the routes above named from Norfolk, Virginia, to St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, to bo known as the Norfolk, Louisville & St. Louis Air Line 
Railroad. 

2d. Be it further resolved, That the Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, of the States interested in said railroad, be and they 
are hereby requested to bring this subject before Congres.i, in order 
to procure such legislation as the importance of said contemplated 
road demands, and should receive. 

Mr. Weightson, of Kentucky, said that this same sub- 
ject had been on h^'s own motion, decided once by the 
Memphis Convention, as belonging to the debatable ground 
between the legislative powers of Congress and the reserved 
rights of the States. He therefore moved to lay the sup- 
plemental report on the table. 

On this question a division was ordered. 

During the discussion which followed, Mr. Chilton, of 
Kentucky,' offered the following amendment to the report : 
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Resolved, That while this Convention deems it proper, and is 
willing to reooraraend and urge the granting of facilities and en- 
couragement to all railroad enterprises, it doea not recognize the 
right of the Federal Government to grant Federal charter*; of rail- 
roads through States, except to such companies as may have first 
obtained charters from the Slate authorities through which tlie pro- 
posed line of railway may pass, and who are subject to the local 
civil authorities for the management and conduct of the affairs 
thereof 

Which created a lengthy and set'tional debate, — to end 
which Mr. Chilto:^ withdrew the amendment. 

The vote upon laying the report on the table under the 
call for a division, was decided carried. 

Mr. Wrightsox then gave notice to the Convention 
that he would on the following day, at the special request 
of the Louisville delegation, move a reconsideration of" the 
vote by which the report was laid on the table- 

A communication was received Irom the ofRcers of the 
Georgia State Fair, in session at Atlanta, Georgia, contain- 
ing an invitation to the members of the Convention to at- 
tend the Fair, which was read and ordered filed. 

The Committee on Reciprocal Trade between the Utiited 
States and Brazil and other South American countries, re- 
ported the following : 

Resolved, That the great importance of the subject of the en- 
couragement and building up of a reciprocal trade between the 
United States and BraKil and other South American States, demands 
the careful consideration of Congress, and to the end that the ad- 
vantages to accrue therefrom to our country, may bo more fully 
impressed upon the National Legislature, the Hons. Peter Clark, 
of New Tork; Tnos. C. Fletcher, of Missouri, and Mj. Burwell, 
of Louisiana, be -luthorized to prepare a memorial on this subject, 
for presentation to Congress at its next session. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. S.NYDEE, of Tennessee, by leave, offered the following; 

Resolved, That a direct central Hue of water communication be- 
tween the North and South, is of vital importance to the commercial 
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interoata of the country, as well as a means of Nationil unity and 
National Becurity, and that such a line is afforded by way of the 
Ohio, Tennessee, Coosa and Alabama rivers, and a canal connecting 
the Coosa and Tennessee rivers. 

Resohed, Tiiat such legislation, hoth State and National, as will 
secure tho opening of this line is recommended by this Convention. 

Refoloed, That this enterprise is as much deserving of appropria- 
tions to aid in carrying it forward, as any enterprise that has re- 
ceived assistance. 

Which, on motion of tlie same gentleman, were referred 
to a special committee of five, to be appointed by the Chair. 

The Chair announced as the special committee to whom 
tho resolutions of Mr. S.vtdek wrald be referred, the 
following : 

II. N. Snyder, Tennessee; M, D. Wiel;ersh:ira, Alabama; R. L. 
Mott, Georgia; A. S. Cerry, Kentucky ; C. W. Rowland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tfios. R. Beogs, of Ohio, presented and read the 
report of the Committee on Tares and Short Weights, as 
follows : 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of Tarus and 
Short Weights, after full consideration, have agreed to recommend 
the following resolution as their report : 

Resolwd, That the constituent bodies represented in this Con- 
vention, be requested to advocate tho adoption of a rule, that Tares 
in all transactions, should be tho actual weight of tlie package at 
the time of sale ; and to insist upon full weight and measure in ar- 
ticles purporting to be of a certain Sxed standard, but which is sold 
by the parcel or package. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

The Committee upon the Ptemoval of the National Capi- 
tal being called, 

Mr. FoKSHEY, of Texas, said: Mr. President, that Com- 
mittee has no report to make. (Applause.) 

Mr. Able of Missouri, presented and read the report of 
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the Committee on Obstruction to Navigation by Narrow 
Span Bridge Piers, as follows : 

Tq tli^ Southern Commercial Convention : 

Tour Committee appointed to report on Obstructions io Naviga- 
tioa by Narrow Span Bridge Piers, would respectfully report : 

That there scema an urgent and pressing necessity for sucli legis- 
lation on the part of Congress, in regard to bridging the Mississippi, 
Missouri, Ohio and their tributaries, and all other navigable rivers, by 
the enactment of a law, that will so regulate tho construetioD of 
bridges, as to secure navigation from needless ohstiuction, and nt 
the same time, afford every reasonable facility for railroad and eom- 
nion traffic across their streams. 

It has been demonstrated, bolli in this country and in Europe, 
that such bridp;es can he constructed, and that the length of span 
or Light of bridge, in crossing a stream, is merely a question of 
cost— and we think, such legislation on the part of our Grovern- 
ment, as permits the utility of these rivers as channels of commeree, 
to be impaired merely to save a portion of the cost of erecting' 
bridges across them, ill advised— and demanding such supervision 
on the part of the General Government, as will secure the prior 
vested rights in their natural ehannela of commerce, to all her 
citizens. It is undoubtedly true, that most of the bridges now 
spaning Western navigable rivers, needlessly retard and impede 
commerce, and many of those now in process of building, or to be 
built under charters granted or supposed to be granted by Congress, 
will if permitted to be completed under their present plans and 
specifications as to hight of bridge above high water mark, and 
width of span across the channel, render these rivers useless and 
worthless to the people of this country, for the purposes of trans- 
portation. 

It is needless for this Committee to call the attention of this 
Convention, to the vast amount in tonnage and the value of the ag- 
ricultural, mineral and manufactured products, now transported with 
great facility and cheapness, on their natural highways of commerce. 

We are satisfied that the increased risks resulting from these 
artificial obstructions, enhancing the cost of insurance, and the 
direct losses they have occasioned each year, to the commerce of 
these rivers, would more than defray the cost of proper bridges. 

We would therefore earnestly recommend the immediate attention 
of Congress to this subject ; and respectfully suggest the enactment 
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of a law Bubstantially tte same as that contained io a bill which 
passed one branch of Congresa at its last sesaion, entitled "A bill 
to authorize the construction of bridges across the Mississippi river 
and the Missouri river, and the Ohio river," which bill is herennto 
annexed, and respectfully submitted as a part of this report: 

BEIDGE BILL. 

A BILL TO AUTHOIilZB THE CONSTRUCT 



Be it enacted hy the Svnale and House of Representalivet of the 
Uaited Stales of America, in Congress assemlled, That any bridge 
hereafter erected across the Ohio river, shall be made with eontiau- 
ous or unbroken spans, and the span across the main low water 
channel shall not be of less elevation than 90 feet above low water 
mark, nor less than 40 feet above extreme high water mark, as 
understood at the points of location, measuring for such elevaticrn 
to the bottom chord of the bridge. All the spans, other than the 
oae over the main low water channel, shall be at least 300 feet in 
■length, in the clear, and the span coveriDg the main iow water 
channel of the river shall be of such length as to leave at least 400 
feet of unobstructed passage-way for navigation at all stages. 

Sec. 2. That any bridge built under the provisions of this act 
shall ho located at such places and in such manner as to be at right 
angles with the direction of tho current in the main chanuei of the 
river at all stages, so that the piers of said bridge may always be 
parallel to the current in the main channel ; and the location of the 
bridge ehal! also be such that the current of the main channel shall 
move in a straight line from a point at least 1,500 feet above the 
bridge, to a point 500 feet below the bridge, and no rip-rap or other 
material shall be placed around the bases of tho piers or abutments 
to compensate for inadequate foundations, which material shall con- 
tract the passage way hereinbefore provided, or which shall injuri- 
ously affect the regimen of the river. 

Sec. 3. That any person, company or corporation authorized to 
construct a bridge across the Ohio river by the States upon whose 
territory said bridge will abut, shall submit to the Secretary of War, 
for his esaminalion, a design of the bridge and piers, and a map of 
the location, giving for the space of at least one mile above and one 
milo below tho proposed location, the topography of the banks of 
the river, the shore lines at high and low water, the direction of the 
current at all stages, and the Boundings, accurately showing the bed 
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of (he streim, and shall furoish suoh other ioformation aa may he 
required for a full and satisfactory understanding of the subject by 
the Secretary of War ; and if the Sacretary of War ia aatisfied that 
the provisions of the law have been complied with in regard to 
location, the building of piers may be at once commenced ; but if it 
shall appear that the conditiona prescribed by this act can not be 
complied with at the location where it ia desired to construct the 
bridge, the Secretary of War shall detail a board, composed of three 
experienced oificors of the corpa of engineers, to examine the case, 
and may, on their recommendation, authorize the building of the 
bridge, at the-proposod location, on such increased length of spans 
across the channel way, as the board may deem sufficient to secure 
a passage-way that shall not unneccesarily obstruct the naTigation 
of the river. 

Sec. 4. That any person, company or corporation constructing a, 
bridge under this act shall take all necessary measures to prevent 
any change occurring in the river bed, after the work shall have 
been completed, that would injuriously affect the navigation of the 
river, and shall not, during the construction of the bridge, obstruct 
the navigation of the river in any way that will not at all times 
leave a paaaage-way equivalent to that heretofore provided in this 

Sec 5. That any bridge constructed under this act, and accord- 
ing to its limitations, shaM bo a lawful structure, and shall he recog- 
nized and known as a post route, upon which also no higher charge 
shall be made for the transmission over the same of the mails, the 
troops and the munitions of war of the United States than the rate 
per mile paid for their transportation over the railroads or public 
highways leading to said bridge ; and in case of any litigation arising 
from any obstructions or alleged obstruction to the navigation of 
said river, created by the construction of any bridge under this act, 
the cause or question arising may be tried before the District Court of 
the United States, or any State in which any portion of said obstruc- 
tion or bridge touches. 

Sec. 6. That all bridges hereafter to be bnilt oa the Mississippi, 
below the mouth of the Missouri, shall be constructed under the 
foregoing conditions and restrictions, with the esception that the 
main span shall be at least 500 feet in the clear. 

Sec. 7. That all bridges hereafter built on the Missouri river and 
Mississippi river, above the mouth of the Missouri, shall be built 
under the foregoing couditiona and restrictions, with ,tbe following 
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exceptions, viz: If oonstrncted with continuoua spans, said bridge 
shall have one epan over ihe main channel of not less than 300 feet 
clear water way, and the bottom chord of said bridge shall be not 
less than 50 feet above extreme high water mark ; and if huilt as a 
draw bridge, it may be constructed with a pivot or counter-balance 
draw over the main channel of not less than 300 feet clear water; 
and that the draw shall be promptly opened upon signal, that no 
delay be caused to any steamboat, or barge tow, or other craft. 

Sec. 8. That the right to alter or amend this act so as to prevent 
or remove all material obstructions to the navigation of said river 
by tbe construction of bridges, is hereby expressly reserved. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Stewart, of Alabama), presented and read the 
report of the Committee on the subject to Abolish all Toll 
Charges on the Navigable Rivers of the United States, as 
follows : 

In the absence of the a,otion of fornrer Oommereial Conventions, 
if any has.been had, on iho subject of tolls on the navigable rivers 
of the United States, your Committee would respectfully and unani- 
mously submit tbe following: 

WiiBREAS, In the opinion of this Convention the benefits of the 
General Government should be distributed and conferred equally 
upon all portions of the country, and all its citizens ; and 

Whereas, The Government has very jadicio-jsly and beneficially 
appropriated money for the improvement of its rivers and harbors, 
a liberal continuation of which this Convention earnestly recom- 
mends ; and 

Whereas, The benefits and improvements from such appropria- 
tions have been made free, with tbe exception of the Louisville and 
Portland canal ; it is therefore 

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully urge upon Congress, 
at its next session, the prompt appropriation of money sufficient for 
the immediate completion of the enlargement of said Louisville and 
Portland canal, now in process of enlargement, and at once make it 
free to all the various commerce of the country. 

Resolved, That the present unfinished canal around the Mussel 
shoals in the Tennessee river, be purchased by the General Govern- 
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ment, and Bufficient money appropriated for the enlargement of the 
same, to meet the wants of the rapidly growing commerce of the 
vast countrj watered by the Tennessee and its tributaries ; and that 
the same be made free of toll. 

Rcsolaed, That this Convention is opposed fo the eolleetioo of 
tolls upon any of our navigable rivers, and respectfully recommends 
to Congress to mEike Ircc the improvements on the same, which have 
been or may be made, from moneys appropriated by the General 
Government. 

Resolved, That as our navigable rivers will ever constitute one of 
the great arteries of eommerco, and are therefore worthy of especial 
attention in consideration of the facilities they afford for the inter- 
change of commodities, every scheme that contemplates their ob- 
struotion, or in any degree renders their navigation more expensive 
or dangerous, should be vigorously opposed, and defeated at all 
hazards, and unceasing efforts should be especially directed to re- 
move every obslruetion that now eiisfs to their free and economical 
use as the highways for the commerce of the whole country. 

Which was adopted. 

The presentation and consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Enlargement of the more important Lines 
of Canals in the United States, so as to render them Navi- 
gable by Vessels propelled by Steam, was, on motion, post- 
poned until the next session of the Convention. 

Mr. Cole, of Tennessee, offered the following: 

Jiesolved, That all breaks and obstructions in our great highways 
of trade and travel be remedied, and the connection of tracks and 
uniformity of gauge be perfected as early as possible, so that trains 
may pass from one road to another without annoyance or delay to 
either passengers or freight. 

Which was referred to the Committee on "Railroads Gene- 
rally. 

The Committee on Charges on Passenger and Freight 
Traffic by Rail and Water Lines, presented the following : 
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Sect oi 1 Be t e a ted hy the Senale and IJunse of lir.prisenta- 
t vts oj tie U ted Saie» \n Go g ess aisemhled. That there shall 
he a 1 he oly ere ted a Sup rv stiry Board, to Ronsist of the 
toecretj j oi tl o Treasury tl o becrefary of War, the Postmaster- 
t e er 1 the Attorney (Jencrai tl e Commissary-Gteneral, tho Quar- 
termaster General and the Oomptroller of the Currency, who shall 
be ex-ojjicio members thereof ; and that wheu any railroad company, 
which now is or may hereafter be organized under a charter granted 
by any Stats or Territory of the United States, shall adduce to 
them satisfactory proof that they b»vo a honajide subscription for a 
sum equal to seventy-five psr cent, of the coat of the construction and 
equipment of- their roaJ, and that the payment thereof, in national 
currency, or in specie within thirty years thereafter, with interest, 
at the rate of four per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, baa 
been satisfactorily secured by a pledge of bonds and mortgages of 
real estate,' or by other good and approved securities, and shall ask 
a subscription on the part of the United States. Then it shall be 
the duty of the said Board to submit to Cungress a report, einhrae- 
ing a copy of their charter, the estimated cost of the construction 
and equipment of their road, the report of the engincer-in chief, by 
whom the surveys and estimates have been made, the amount of 
subscription?, and the guarantee by which payment has been se- 
cured ; and if Congress shall by resolution, assent, then it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Troasury, in the name of and for 
the United States; to subscribe for and on account of the United 
States, for shares of such company, the par of which shall be equal 
to twenty-five per cent, of the estimated cost of the construction 
and equipment of their road, and to deliver to the President and 
Directors of the Company, in payment of the subscription so made, 
bonds of the United States, payable at the will of the United States, 
and bearing interest at the rate of four per cent, per annum, paya- 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Directors of such 
Railroad Companies, upon depositing four per cent, bonds of the 
United States with the Treasurer of the United States, to be held 
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by him in trust, may and tliay arc licreby authorized to establish a 
banking department, and to receive from the Comptroller of the 
Currency, bank notes of denominsitiona not less tlian one dollar, nor 
more than one thousand dollars, for an amount equal to the par of 
the bonds so deposited, which notes shall be at tho will of the 
holder converted into specie, or into national currency, or four per 
cent, convertible currency bonds of the United States, as the com- 
pany issuing them nuy prefer. And such companies may, and they 
are hereby authorized, to carry on the business of bantinjr, under 
such regulations as Congress may from time to time prescribe, and 
in case of failure to redeem their bank notes, upon demand, the 
holders may cause protest to be made, and should they not other- 
wise provide funds therefor, tho Treasurer of the United States as 
trustee, upon thirty days notice of protest, shall redeem the same, 
and charge the sum thus paid, including the cost of protest, to the 
defaulting bank. 

Sec. 3. And be it Juriher enacted, That subscriptions payable 
thirty years after date, with interest at the rate of four per cent, 
per annum, payable in national currency, made by states, cities, 
towns, counties, and owners of land on the line of or near to the 
railroad, made und.er such regulations as the Legislature of tho State 
may prescribe, and the payment of the interest on which shall be 
guaranteed by the State, in which the railroad is to be located, ehail 
be accepted by the Supervisory Board, as satisfactory; and the 
company upon a depo-it with the Treasurer of the United States, 
of four per cent, bonds of the United States, to be held by him aa 
trustee for their redemption, may and is hereby authorized to re- 
ceive from the Comptroller of the currency, a like sum in post 
notes of denominations not less than one dollar, payable in one, 
two, three, four or &vc years after date, with interest at a rate not 
exceeding four per cent, per annum, payable when the note becomes 
duo, which notes shall at all times be reeoiTable at par in payment 
for travel or transportation on their railroad, and in ease of non pay- 
ment when due, the holder may cause protest to be made, and if 
funds are not otherwise provided, upon thirty days notice of pro- 
test, the Treasurer as trustee, shall redeem the same, and charge the 
sum paid therefor, including tho interest and cost of protest, to the- 
defaulting bank. And in the case of the issue of post notes, the 
interest accruing on the bonds deposited, shall be invested by the 
Treasurer in tho four per cent, bonds, and held ia trust by him, as^ 
7 
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part of the fund pledged for the payment of the poat notes isaaed 
B8 aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be it Jurther enacted, That the rate of interest 
charged by such companies upon discounts, ahall not be more than 
four per cent, per annum, payable in advance, and that tbe rates 
charged for travel and transportation on their railroada, shall not 
be more than with the profits on the sum used in the banking de- 
partment, will realize ten per cent, per annum, on the sums expended 
on the construction and equipment of their railroada, oyer and above 
their proper annual espenditurca. And the dividends paid to 
sboreholders, shall at no time exceed four per cent, per annum, 
until [he surplus earnings over and above four per cent, shall have 
created a sinking fund, equal to the cost of the construction and 
equipment of their railroads, and shall have created and placed a 
sum in the banking department to the credit of the subscribers re- 
Bpeotivelj equal to their several subsoriptiona for the capital stock 
of said company: and when this ahail have been done, the rates 
charged for travel and transportation on their railroa,da shall not be 
more than may be requisite to create a fund sufficient to pay the 
sum, which may be necessarily and properly expended in the man- 
agement and repairs of their railroads. And the capital, business, 
and profits of tbe company, shall not be liable to any tax to be 
levied by authority of the United States, or of any State or Terri- 
tory thereof. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That the Supervisory Board 
may require such railroad company to make to them monthly re- 
ports, showing what their receipts and expenditures and what the 
management of their buaincas and affairs has been. 

The rates charged for the transportation of the mails and of the 
tooops and munitions of the United States, shall be the same as 
may be charged for like service for others. 

Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That this act shall be in force 
from and aiter its passage. 

Which was, after a lengthy discussion, referred to the 
Committee on Railroads Generally. 

Mr. Kennaed, of Louisiana, by leave, offered the fol- 
lowing: 

■Whereas, The demand for labor in this country exceeds the 
•upply ; and 
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WnBRBAS, The true and long settled policy of thia government, 
has been to offer every enoouragament to voluntary immigration 
from all foreign countrioa, without distinction. 

Be it reiotoed, By this Convention : 

1. That only voluntary immigration is consistent with the true 
intents of the whole country. 

2. That class legislation on this subject, is alike unwise and un- 
warranted by the Constitution of tbe United States. 

3. That all foreign nations should enjoy the same rights of im- 
migration to, and residence in every part of the United Stites, 

KefeiTed to Committee on Immigration 

The Convention then adjourned to 8 o'clock, P. M. 

EVENINQ SESSION. 

The Convention assembled at 8 o'clocli P. M., President 
Gareett in the Chair. 

Mr. Maccabe, of Arkansas, offered the following report 
of a Special Committee : 

The Special Committee to whom was referred the resolution in 
reference to the war between France and Prussia, beg leave to re- 
port to the Convention the follonring preamble and resolution i 

Whereas, The commercial relations of the United States 
with Europe, being seriously disturbed by the present calamitous 
war between France and Prussia; and 

Whereas, The best interests of Europe and America are to be 
consulted in the establishment of permanent peace between the bel- 
ligerents; therefore. 

Resolved, That this Convention, representing the commercial in- 
terests of the whole country, respectfully but earnestly, request the 
President of the United States, to tender the good offices of th« 
Government, for the restoration of permanent peace upon a basis 
«ODsistent with the honor and dignity of the parties to the war. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. MiLLEE, of Alabama, offered the following report of 
tlie Committee on Improvement of Seacoast, Lake and Gulf 
Harbors ; 
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The CommitfeG regret that information in detail, referring to tho 
present condition and the necessities of the harbors on the Atlantis 
coast, has not been submitted to them from all the ports. 

From such communications and statements as have been made, 
the Committee beg leave tespectfully to report, that the harbors on 
the Southern Atlantic coast and rivers, with but few exceptions, are 
in such a condition as to materially impede the commerce of the 
oountry. These harbors have obstruotions existing at their bars, 
and in their channel ways, of two distinct characters : 1st. There 
are obstructions csisting from shifting sandbods, undef tidal influ- 
ences, and 2d. Obstructions which have been placed in the princi- 
pal channels, and which can bo permanently removed. 

These obstructions may be removed, by well directed efforts; but 
not without necosj-ilating an outlay of money, to an amount which 
corporations reduced (in financial ability), as most of these ports 
have been, are unable to raise without imposing an oppressive taxa- 
tion upon the inhabitants, already overburdened. 

It is not, in the judgment of this Committee, deemed incumbent 
upon thorn to recommend any special plan for overcoming tho har- 
bor obstructions occasioned by shifting sand beds, or for removing 
6ueh temporary obstructions as may have been placed in these great 
channel ways of commerce. We but refer to their existence, and 
with the sole object of directing the attention of the General Gov- 
ernment to their removal at the earliest time possible. Large vessels 
have been sunk, and other obstructions of insignificant value hut of 
incalculable damage, have been placed in the harbors of Richmond, 
Charleston and Savannah. Congress, when memorialized heretofore, 
has granted small appropriations for this purpose to the ports of 
Richmond and Charleston, but these have been wholly inadequate 
for the ends desired by these cities, while the harbor of Savannah 
has not received any appropriation whatever from the Government 
for the purposes heretofore indicated. 

The port of Richmond, exporting merebandise on which the 
Government receives a revenue duty of 83,000,000 annually, has 
had but 350,000 appropriated for the removal of existing obstruc- 
tions and for improving her harbor. The principal obstruotiona 
consist of a bar of sand and alluvium, on a rock base, a few miles 
below tho city. It is the opinion of eminent engineers that when 
once properly removed the obstruction will no longer continue to 
exist, and in order to effect its accomplishment, and to give to the 
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port tho facilities it requires, it is recoramecided by tliis Cominittaa 
that the sum of 8250,000 be appropriated for the aforesaid purposes. 

The port of Charleston, exporting a large amount of cotton, rioe 
and lumber, and the principal entry port of the State of South Caro- 
lina, has received the trifling sum of $25,000, which has been barely 
enough to open a single initt to the rich phosphate beds of this 
Bcction, now becoming a considerable item of commercial traffic. 
The Committee recommend an appropriation of 8300,000 for dredg- 
ing this harbor and removing the obstructions existing in it of an 
artificial cbaractcr. 

The port of Savannah has, from its system of railway connection 
with the interior, beeorae the third exporting point in rank on the 
whole Atlantic and Gulf coast of the United States. During the 
past season 1869-70, there has been shipped from this port 50G,840 
bales of cotton, besides a large amount of rice, lumber and naval 
stores, aggregating the v:ilue of these exports at the sum of near 
70,000,000. Congress has failed to grant an approprialion of any 
sum to Savannah for the improvemonts of her harbor, which this 
Committee would beg leave to respectfully urge at this time. The 
momentum of the current of the Savannah river is such that it is 
thought that if a proper appropriation bo granted the difficulties 
now existing may be permanently overcome, and this Committee 
recommend that the sum of $400,000 he appropriated by the Gene- 
ral Government for removing all obstructions placed in the Savan- 
nah river at or near tho city, and for the improvement of this 
harbor. 

The stimulus given to the trade in fruits and the products pecu- 
liar to the climate of Florida, make it necessary, in the opinion of 
this Committee, that ihe General Government should grant an appro- 
priation to open the channel of the lower St. John's river at and 
below Jacksonville, and to this end wo recommend to the General 
Government an appropriation of $200,000. 

Tho Committee having had submitted to them the aabject of har- 
bors for refuge on our Northern lakes, would respectfully recom- 
mend to the General GoverniECnt the continued appropriations for 
the establishment of these harbors at such points as have been 
designated by tbe Uaited States Corps of Engineers, especially 
Michigan city, Indian,-!, Chicago and Calumet river, Illinois, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, and Fuch other points on Lake Michigan, Su- 
perior, Huron, Erie and Ontario, as have already been recommended 
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ts essential to the protection of the large and increasing commerce 
of these lakes. 

The Committee are indebted to Collector Thomas P. Eobb, of 
Savannah, for a valuable statistical report which is hereto appended, 
and ivhtch they ask shall be takco as a part of this report. 

In reporting upon Gulf coast harbors, your Committee would, out 
of deference to the Committee assigned the special duty of reporting 
upon the Mississippi river's harbor and bar, remit to that committeo 
the labors respecting that most momentous interest, hut can not 
resist the temptation to say, that the prodigious commerce of this 
river makes its improvement national, and the legitimate charge of 
the General Government to the amount of whatever thousands or 
millions it may cost to give it deep channels to sea, and entire safety 
of transit to that commerce. 

ATOnAfALAYA. 

The first channel west of the Mississippi demanding the attention 
of the Government is the Atehafalaya bay and channel. 

About 100 miles west of the mouths of the Mississippi, this bay 
receives the estravasated waters of Red river, and of tbe Mississippi 
a-bove their confiuenee, and below that confluence to the Plaquemine 
bayou. It has a commerce and interior navigation in its connection 
of vast importance. It has a bar of only 7 feet of water from the 
gulf into the bay, and thence, with a tortuous channel through the 
bay of about 10 feet for 18 miles to the mouth of the Atehafalaya 
river, enters a deep channel and harbor of indefinite extent. This 
channel through the bay is now being dredged and straightened by 
the enterprise and purse of a single individual, whose line of s'eam- 
ships thence to the Texas coast have made about 400 trips across 
the bars per year. 

As this channel is destined to be the outlet of all the trade from 
the Mississippi to the coast of Louisiana, Texas, Mexico and Cen- 
tral America, by a route some 300 miles shorter than by the mouths 
of the Mississippi, we believe that it most urgently demands an ap- 
propriation from the national treasury for deepening the channal 
across the bar to the depth of the bay channel, and the straightening 
and clearing out of the bay channel itself. Both works are com- 
paratively light, and the nature of their bottom euch as to promise 
permanence after their completion. 
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BABINB PASS AND I 

The Sabine river has about 800 miles of interior navigation, and 
is tte natural outlet of the productions of west Louisiana and 
eastern Texas. Upon its waters and tributary to it as an outlet, lie 
some 5000 square miles of the best pine and white oak forests in 
America. The bar at its mouth is not wide or difficult of deepen- 
ing from its present depth, of 8 feet, to admit vessels of 12 feet, 
the average depth of lake Sabine, through which the river flows. 

Wo believe this improvement to be properly the work of the 
General Government, and reooraraend that a survey be made, and 
adequate appropriations for its improvement. 

The Committee would here remark, that the bar at this rivers' 
mouth, is like that of the Mississippi river ; and hence, that treat- 
ment which may be found best for the mouths of that great river, 
will be adapted-to the bar of the Sabine. 

GALVESTOS BAY, BAR, AND HABBORB. 

At a distance of 60 miles south-west of the Sabine, lies Galves- 
ton bay, with its double harbors, and inner and outer bars. The 
channel over the outer bar to Galveston bay, has 13 feet water, ad- 
mitting vessels of 12 feet draft at mean tide. It has maintained 
this depth during the historic period, and this may. bo assumed as 
iti natural regimen. The bar at the mouth of the Galveston har- 
bor, into the pass, has but 9 feet water at the present time; aud 
the tendencies of nature are manifestly to close the mouth of this 
harbor, unle'ia a proper remedy be early applied. 

The harbor of Galveston has 20 to 27 feet of water, and the en- 
tire pass, known both as Bolivar pass and Galveston pass, has 20 
to 40 feet water to the outer bar; and hence, any work by which 
these two bars shall be cut to the depth of 15 or 20 feet, will be 
efficient in giving a navigation for the largest vessels into Bolivar 
(Galveston) pass, and up to the wharves in front of tho city of 
Galveston. 

When we reflect that Galveston bay is the only inlet for more 
than 8 feet water, for 1,000 miles of coast. West of the Mississippi ; 
that this hay represents the seafront and main outlet for the com- 
merce of the great trans -Mississippi, with some arid area of 500 
miles from East to West, and of near 1,400 miles from NOrth to 
South, that already it is the harbor of nearly 100,000,000 of com- 
merce, in and outward bound ; and that when her railroads, now 
far progressed, shall conneot across the Indian Territories to the 



by Google 



92 BOUTHBRN OOMVEKCIAL 

States of the Nortli-west, tliat commerce will be doubled and qnad- 
rupled in a few years; we are strongly fortifisd in our claim upon 
the General Government, for Buoli early and substantial aid in its 
rescue from impending loss, and its enliirgement and deepening to 
an extent proportioned to ita present and prospective servitudes. 



BRAZOS RITBR. 

The Brazos river, represents about 100 miles of river navigation, 
and connects with canal navigation, and interior coast line navij^a- 
tion of indefinite extent, present and prospeetive. The bar at the 
mouth of the Brazos river, generally known as a sand bar, is, how- 
ever, chiefly eomposed of clayey dsposits from that river, and ia 
covered usually with a crust of gulf sand. It has a variable depth 
of 5 to 12 feet water, rarely being reliable for vessels of more than 
8 feet draft. 

But for this fluctuating bar the city of the Texas coast would 
have been built at Valasco, on the main land, instead of its present 
Bile, upon Galveston island, for the channel of the river inside has 
a depth of 20 to 40 feet, and a width of about 600 feet for 40 
miles up, to Columbia, presenting such security of harbor in ail 
its lengths as is unknown to any harbor West of the Mississippi. 

We commend it to the attention of the Government for the solu- 
tion of the very doubtful question of its improTeraent. 



At 80 miles South-west from the Brazos river, is the pass Oavallo, 
with a somewhat ehan<;eable bar of 8 feet water, entering to the 
Matagorda and Lavaca bays. Could this bar be kept at 12 feet 
water, which, it is believed, would be practicable, that depth could 
be carried up to Saluria, and (heooc, by dredging, to Indianola. 
Lavaca bay, however, has an average depth of about 9 feet — say 8 
feet for navigation — with sundry bars, recently cut to this depth by 
the enterprise of the Lavaca Dredging and Canal Company. Noth- 
ing that we can properly denominate as a harbor exists, however, 
at either of the sites named ; but as the waters are not very deep, 
a harbor proper is loss demanded. 

We commend to the Government of the United States the im- 
provement of this bar, as representing a vast trade from interior 
Texas, both by interior navigation of bays and inlets, and by the 
rail system now developing toward Austin and San Antonio. 
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ABAN9A8 AND CORPUS CHRiSTl BARS ASD HAHDORB. 

Proceeding down tliG guif eoat.t a distance of 60 miles, wo find 
Aransas pass and harbor, with a variable bar of 8 to 12 feet water. 

The importance of this pass can not bo overrated. It opens to 
the Aransas bay with 20 to 40 feet depth of water, into St. Joseph 
harbor, only IJ miles from the bar, and thence, with 9 feet water, 
up to the m:iin land atUockport, and other points along the Aran- 
sas bay, and in like manner jt opens with like depth to Corpus 
Chrisfi bay, the passes to which bay have recently been dredged by 
tbe great enterprise of the Corpus Chrisli Ship Cana! Coirpany, to 
carry the same dcptli through the bay of 12 to 18 feet up to that 
city. 

When we bear in mind that this is the most Westerly point of 
navigation on the gu'.f, and that from this point the Mexican trade, 
as well as that of South-westorn Texas, has always found, and must 
forever in the future find, its outlet to the soa; that here Gen. Tay- 
lor, with the armies of the United States, debarked on his route to 
the conquest of interior Jlesico. These considerations, the Com- 
mittee believe, justify us in claiming for the Aransas bar, such 
surveys and improvements as the magnitude of the interests thus 
involved would indicate and warrant. 

The most important point on the gulf of Mexico that requires 
attention after New Orleans, is the port of Mobile. Before tho 
war, its exports exceeded a half million of bales of cotton, in addi- 
tion to large quantities of lumber, staves and other products of the 
forest. Since the war, its exports have been leas, but still thoy ex- 
ceed 300,000 bales of cotton, and embrace large shipments of lum- 
ber. Its direct foreign imports are considerable, while its imports 
from domestic ports, corresponds to the amount of its exports, It 
is the natural outlet of the sections of country watered by the Ala- 
bama, Bigbeo and Warrior rivers, and is the natural market of 
South Alabama, East Mississippi, and a portion of Georgia. 

Mobile is connected by rail with the Western States, by means of 
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, which extends 472 miles to the month 
of the Ohio, and with New Orleans, Memphis, Pensaeola and Mont- 
gomery, and by means of connecting roads, with Iiouisville, Vieks- 
burg and the whole railroad system of the South, North and West. 

There is also a direct water communication between Mobile and New 
Orleans, which is protected from the storms and winds of the gulf, 
by a chain of islands extending from the mouth of tho bay to lakes 
Fontchartraiu and Borgne, iu Louisiana. Owing to the difiiculticH 
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experienced at the mouth of the Mississippi, direct water commu- 
nication is about being opened between that river, and the waters of 
lake Borgne, whereby vesseU from the Western cities can pass 
without interruption, from the Mississippi into the waters of Mobile 

This bay offers anchorage to vessels of the largest class; its outer 
bar permits the entrance of vessels of 24 feet draft. This anchor- 
age is of sullsiont size to accommodato hundreds of vessels ; it is 
safe, being entirely land-locked, and protected from the winds and 
waves of the gulf, with holding ground not excelled by that of any 
other harbor. 

This place of anehoragie, is but a few miles from tho track of 
vessels from Brazil and South America— even when destined to 
Northern ptrts, and which naturally seek thy advantage of the gulf 
stream to aid them on their voyage. This fact in connection with 
the short distance at which this harbor lies from the West Indies, 
indicates it as the most advantageous point to which tho West In- 
dian and South American commerce of tho valley of the Mississippi 
can bo directed. Its value is still further increased by tho eonsid- 
eralioa that by the rail facilities it possesses, this harbor can be 
utilized to the Great West, in less time, and at less expense, than 
any other port in the country. 

To enable the nation to obtain the full advantage of this port of 
(he gulf, all that is needed is tho deepening of the natural channels 
between this anchorage and the city of iUobile. A depth of 18 
feet water exists to within 20 miles of the oity; thence the water 
gradually and slowly shoals to 15 feet, and then 13 feet, till the Dog 
river bar is reached, at tho distance of about 9 to 10 miles below 
the city. At this point, partly from the deposits produced by that 
small stream, which enters the bay from the West, and partly from 
the effect of artifleial obstructions placed there during the late war, 
the depth is reduced to about 9 feet. This shallow water exists for 
the span of a few hundred yards, and the water deepens again after 
passing this bar, and with the exception of a small span in what is 
known as Choctaw pass, 15 feet water can be carried to the city. 

Surveys of the harbor and of these channels have been carefully 
made, and no doubt is entertained by the engineers who have ex- 
amined the localities, that these shallows are capable of being per- 
manently removed, and a sufficient depth of water permanently 
maintained. 

The citizens of the oity and county of Mobile, have been willing 



by Google 



BOUTHBRN COMMEHCIAL COSyBNTIOB. 95 

to tax themselves, to deepen tliose clianneb, and laws for that pur- 
pose hive heoa obtained. At its last session, Congress made a 
rnnall appropriation of 850,000 towards this work, which is now 
being applied nndcr the direction of ita engineer officors. This 
amount will* be of service, and will bs used to open the Choctaw 
pasa, to a depth suffieient to allow vessels, which can pass Do" river 
bar, to come to the city by that chancel, instead of being compelled 
to use the longer routes by way of Spanish river. 

This sum, however, is entirely inadequate to effect the desired 
improvement. 

The U. S. Engineer, to whom the work was confided, reports that 
it is entirely feasible to remove the obatriietions at Dog river, and 
to aeeure a channel of 13 feet depth, with a width of 300 feet, 
which shall be permanent, at an esponditure of S71G,000. To se- 
cure 15 feet, would require an additional outlay of $500,000. 

If a less width of channel be accepted, a proporlionate inoreasa 
of depth can be obtained in the same outlay of money, so that 
probably a depth of 15 to 17 feet, with a Width of 200 feet can be 
saoured, at an outlay of S1,000,000. 

Tour Committee, in view of these facts, which seem to be clearly 
established as to the feasibility of the work, and of its great im- 
portance for commercial purposes, which a mere inspection of the 
map will establish, to sny nothing of its vast importance for military 
purposes in case of war, with any considerable maritime power, re- 
commend that the Convention present to Congress the improvement 
of the bay and harbor of Mobile, by deepening its navigable chan- 
nels to a depth sufficient to accommodate vessels to the city wharves 
of at least 15 feet, as a work of great national importance, and 
which should be done at national espense. 

The Committee also recommend that the harbor at Ship island 
and Mississippi city, which lies at about midway between the cities 
of Mobile and New Orleans, be ooramended to the attention of Con- 
gress for improvement. 

This locality is about to he brought into prominence by the canal 
now in progress of construction between the Mississippi river and 
Lake Borgne, and which will vastly aid tho commerce of the gulf 
and the valley of the Mississippi, and tend to furnish some relief 
from tho diffiijuUies to that commerce by reason of the bar at the 
mouth of that river, which so far have proved so unmanageable. 

The Committee recommend tho adoption of tho following resolu- 
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Eesohed, That the Scfcretary of this Convention furnish to the 
members of Congress from the States represented in this Conven- 
tion a copy of the foregoin<; report and this resolution, with tho 
request that they present tho same to Congress at its next session, 
and uso all their infiaence to obtain the necessary appropriations to 
secure the improvement of the harbors herein roeommended. 

The report, after a lengthy discussion, was unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr. IIastie, of South Carolina, by unanimous leave, of- 
fered the following : 

'Whereas, The causes which led to the late unfortunate contest 
between the different sections of these United States has ceased to 
exist, and the Goverament of the United States being established 
upon a firm and solid basis, with a strength and power, financially 
and physically, equal to any government in tho world; it becomeB 
that Government, in the plenitude of its power, to pass a bill of 
general amnesty, which in its effect "will be a blessing to those who 
grant, as well as to those who receive;" effectually healing those 
wounds whieb havo been partially effaced by commercial associa- 
tion ; therefore, 

Resoloed, That a committee of three members of this Convention 
bo appointed by the Chair, to petition the Congress of tho United 
States, in behalf of this Convention, to pass a bill of general 
amnesty. 

After a protracted and general discussion, Mr. Gibbons, 
of Pennsylvania, offered the following amendment: 

Resohed, That tho Southern Commercial Convention of 1870 
pass, by a vote of acclamation, a request that the Congress of the 
United States pass a bill for the repeal of all test oaths, and the re- 
moval of all political disabilities on American citizens. 

After some discussion of this resolution, Mr. Cheever, 
of Michigan, offered the following as a second amendment; 

Resolved, That in the deliberations of this Convention we havo 
known no North, no South, no East, no West. We havo met to 
deliberate as American cilizecs, and as such wc will hail with plea- 
sure the time when all political disabilities shall be re'moved by the 
Goyernment. 
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Mr. CoBWiNE, of Obio, offered as a substitute for the 
whole, the following : 

Resolaed, That the delegates of this Convention unanimously ro- 
qnest Congress to pass a law granting general amnesty to the people 
of the South, and the repeal of al! laws requiring test oatha, so aa 
remove all political disabilities wherever they exist. 

The question being taken on Mr. Coewine's substitute, 
the Chair announced that the vote was unanimously, heartUy 
and cordially in the affirmative. 

This announcement was received with prolonged and 
general applause. 

On motion of Mr. Beyson, of Missouri, the Convention 
adjourned until 9 o'clock, A. M., of Friday, Oct. 7, 1870. 
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The Convention assembled at 9.50 o'clock A. M., Hod. 
John W. Garrett, presiding. 

The proceedings were opened by prayer by M. C. T. 
Briggs, of Trinity Church, Cincinnati. 

Mr. Lilly, of Virginia, offered the following: 

Whereas, There are many raeritorioua young men in our eoan- 
try Btruffgling to obtain a collegiate education, notwithstanding their 
limited means, and the professors of the colleges have shown great 
liberality in such cases ; and 

Whereas, The expense of traveling from some portions of the 
couotry to those where institutions of learning are furnished with 
all the appliances for imparting thorough instruction and the beat 
educational advantages are enjoyed, is a serious obstacle in the way 
of many of these young men in acquiring the education they wish ; 
therefore, 

Ri.sohed, That a committee of three be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of this Convention to ascertain from the authorities of the 
several railroads whether they will be willing to pass sueh students 
of colleges over their roads at half their usual rates of fare. The 
comniittee to report to the nest Commercial Convention. 

Which was, on motion of Mr. Remelin, of Ohio, laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Bowman, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, of- 
fered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair, to 
be called the Committee on Education, whose duty it shall be to 
submit to the next meeting of this Convention a report upon the 
lubject of education aa related to the commercial and industriftl. 
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interests of tlic country, and as adapted especially to the wants of 
tbo masses of the South and West. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Gen, B.VNKS, of Massachusetts, in accordance with instruc- 
tions of Committee on Southern Pacific Railway, offered the 
following : 

Reiohed, That the President of the Convention be requested to 
appoint a committee representing the section of the country cspeEi- 
ally interested in the construction of the Southern Pacific Railway, 
and present, for the consider.ition of the President and Congress of 
tho United States, the views of the Convention and its deep interest 
in the success of this important national enterprise. 

Resolved, That the officers of the Convention be directed to trans- 
mit to tho President of the United States, tho President of the 
Senate and Speaker of tho IIouso of Representatives, a certified copy 
of the foregoing resolution. 

Which were adopted. 

Mr. i3iSH0P, of Ohio, presented a communication from 
C. W., Rowland, President of Cincinnati Chamher of 
Commerce, inviting the members of the ConTention to attend 
on 'Change at 12.30 o'clock P. M., 7th inst., to listen to an 
address by Hon. N. P. Banks. 

The invitation was accepted by a unanimous vote of tho 
Convention. 

Mr. BuKWELL, of Louisiana, offered the following, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the city of New Orleans, tho outlet port of the 
Mississippi valley, and other gulf ports of the United States, arc en- 
titled to, and should receive at tho hands of the Government, the 
same or similar suhventions for postal steam service to foreign ports 
as has been or shall be bestowed upon the Atlantic ports of the 
United States. 

Mr. Elliott, of Missouri, offered the following : 
Resohed, That this Convention respeetl'ully represents to tho 
Congress of the United States, that the public interests would he 
greatly subserved by a liberal gvaat of lands to secure the construc- 
tion of a branch Pacific Railway, leaving the line of tho Kansas 
Pacifio Railway at some point not east of tbo 97th naerldiia of 
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longitude, and striking the line of the Atlantic & Pacific Railway at 
some point east of Albuquerque in New Mexico. That such branch 
railway would prove of great use to the Government in military and 
postal service, would accommodate a large commerce of New Mexico, 
Arizona, and Chihuahua, would afford additional facilities in devel- 
oping the mineral and other resources of the interior mountain re- 
gions, and would greatly aid in redeeming the western portion of the 
great plains to civilized uses. 

Whicb was referred to the Committee on Trans latitu- 
dinal Railways. 

Mr. Brysox, of Missouri; presented aad read the report 
of the Committee on the Construction of Permanent Levees 
on the Mississippi river, as follows : 

In entering upon the discussion of this subject, your Committee 
beg leave first to present a statement of the extent aod nature of 
the region sought to be reclaimed. 

It embraces all the alluvian liable to overflow by the Mississippi 
river, from the bluffs near Cape Girardeau, in Missouri, on its West 
hank, and near Memphis, Tennessee, on its Bast bank, and a point 
45 miles bulow New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, and is esti- 
mated by Generals Humphreys and Abbot, in their elaborate sur- 
vey, to contain about 21,000,000 acres of the richest land in the 
world. 

The value of this land, however, is not so much on account of 
the fertility of its soil, as the nature of its products — cotton and 
sugar— both arlicles of prime necessity, and second to none in com- 
mercial importance. 

The cotton supply is a problem engaging the attention of the 
civilized world, and to be able to furnish the needed supply, and so 
gain a great commercial victory, has been taxing the inginuity and 
energies of the leading commercial nations of the globe. 

England has not only given encouragement to Kgypt, Turkey, 
BraKil, Peru, Morrocco and Japan, in the production of this staple, 
but has actually loaned her credit to the amount of 8460,000,000, 
to develop the cotton production la India, and is willing to double 
the sum. 

The time was when the United States held the monopoly of the 
cotton supply. 

In 1860, she produced 5,196,444, In 1869, she produced about 
3,000,000 bales. Can she afford to lose this great commercial ad- 
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Tantege? Wo answer, moat decidedly. No I If ever there waa a 
time she required this advantage, it is noir. 

The Special CommissioDer of Revenue, in his report to the recent 
session of Congress, makes the following startling statement; that 
we increased our foreign indebtedness during the previous jear, by 
the enormouB sum of 5210,000,000. $80,000,000 of this was to 
pay iDterest on debt previously held there. 

That we have not felt the shock of this movement, is because W8 
have a convenient medium with whieb to meet this, viz : Govern- 
ment bonds. However, we must remember, thut although they 
appear as values exported, that they are not real values, tut only 
deferred payment, or promises to pay. 

Let ua continue a few years longer this operation, exporting 
bonds to pay interest on bonds, increasing the amount by com- 
pounding, and we ask any reasonable man what will be the result. 
When in exporting bonda to pay interest on bonda we have shipped 
the last bond, which at the present rate will be in Jess than ten 
yeara, the next draft will be on our specie, and bankruptcy and 
ruin must ensue. We repeat it, we can not afford to continue this 
ruiooua process. It ia commercial suicide. The remedy lies within 
our grasp. We can and must assert our old supremacy in the 
supply of cotton. With an efficient system of levees we need fear 
uo competitor. In these rich alluvial lands, a greatly superior 
staple can be produced, at half the cost of production in India, and 
in a few years, 7,000,000 acres could be prepared and set apart for 
its cultivation, leaving ample space for all other productions essen- 
tial to the planting interest, and yielding annually, from 7,000,000 
to 10,000,000 bales of cotton. 

In the face of such an opportunity, it is certainly the bight of 
national imbeciiity, nay more, it is a ciime to leave those splendid 
acres to the mercy of the floods ; and it is doubly so, when we con- 
sider the sugar supply. 

During the fisei! year ending June 30, 1870, the value of sugara 
imported for conaumption, reached the enormous amount of $67,- 
000,000, while with an efficient system of leveea, over 4,000,000 
acres can be set apart for ita production, yielding double the quan- 
tity required for our most extravagant consumption. Even prior to 
the war, with mere patch-work of levees, we were enabled to pro- 
duce nearly three times tiie quantity produced in 1803. 

We repeat it, it can not be short of a national crime to ignore 
Bucli opportunities. 
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By the foregoing facts wbieh are undoubtedly true, and can easily 
be verified by any one who will take the pains, it is evident that in 
reclaiming these lands by an efficient system of levees, the amount 
of our imports will be reduced in the article of sugar, about 470,- 
000,000, and our exportation of cotton increased by a greater 
amount, thus providing annually not less than $150,000,000 to 
pay off our foreign indebtedness. 

Waiving then the further discussion of the great value of these 
lands and the national and commercial advantages of their re- 
clamation, we turn to the questions: Is their reclamation possible? 
and how ia it to be done? 

The possibility of constructing and maintaining such a system of 
levees as will ensure protection will not admit of a doubt. On this 
point we ijuote the statement of Senators HtirPHKEYS and Abbot, 
in their report to Congress made in 1866, and repealed in their 
report of 1869. They say : 

"The levees contemplated in these estimates are large, much 
larger than residents of the alluvial lands in general anticipate, but 
would not, when greatest, exceed in magnitude those on the right 
branch of the Rhine, below Arnheim, which protect the most fertile 
part of Holland. These levees are exposed at high water to as 
strong a current as that of the Mississippi in flood, and also to the 
destructive effects of ice. But the occurrence of crevasses such as 
take place with every great flood of the Mississippi, are there un- 
known. The supervision, watching and care of these levees is 
costly, but effective and remunerative. While the levees of the 
Mississippi are trifling compared to the interests they protect." 

The construction and proper policing of such a system of levees 
as are recommended by Senators Humpiirgy and Abbot would 
without doubt afford absolute security from overflow. This brings 
us to the important practical question : 

HOW CAN THIS BE SECUEED? 

That we have never possessed such a system the history of the 
past fully demonstrates. Even immediately previous to the war, 
which destroyed such as we had, when the system was in its most 
perfect condition, the two distinguished named engineers speak of 
them as follows: 

" As they stand throughout the greater part of the valley, they 
encourage delusive hopes of protection. Whenever the river risea 
three feet above its natural banks,, diasastrons crevasses are sure t» 
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occur, and if every break npon the river were now eloBed, any flood 
worthy of the name would be sure to open new ones of saffitient 
numbers to devastate large areas of the alluvial lands." 

The system here spoken of was at best but a patchwork of levees. 
They were constructed and maintained under the supervision of the 
States, counties, parishes, or even smaller levee districts, each sepa- 
rato authority having its own special plan, and governing itself 
accordingly. We believe such varied authority can never secure a 
uniform and intelligent system. The Committee would therefore 
report and recommend the adoption of the following: 

"Whereas, The reclamation from overflow of the alluvial land 
lying upon the Mississippi river and its tributaries, in the States of 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Tennessee and Missouri, is a work 
of the first importance to the entire nation, and will greatly increase 
the public wealth and establish the national credit ; and 

Whereas, The experience of the past demonstraies that this 
can not be accomplished through separate State action. 

Be it resolved, by this Convention, That national aid should be 
promptly and liberally afforded to this enterprise, and sueh laws 
enacted by Congress consistent with the rights of the States as will 
place the whole Mississippi levee system under one control. 

After a lengthy discussion, the report and accompanying 
resolution were adopted.. 

Mr. Bmley, of Lou^iana, presented the following resolu- 
tion as the report of the Committee on Railway Viaducts 
over Navigable Rivers : 

Resolved, That this Convention deems it highly important that 
all railway bridges over navigable rivers be made highways for rail- 
roads, and that legislation to that effect is hereby recommended, 
with suitable provision for an equitable apportionment of the cost of 
construction and maintenance of such bridges, amongst the railroad 
companies using the same. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Williamson, of Tennessee, presented and read the 
following report of the Committee on Continuous Water 
Line Communication between the Mississippi River and the 
Atlantic Seaboai-d, as follows ; 
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Tlie Committee to which was assigned the duty of reporting wpon 
a Continuous Water Line Comm^unication between tbe Mississippi 
River and tlie Atlantic Seaboard, and along the Western Gulf Coast, 
would beg leave to report; 

That the various papers referred to them and the reports of 
Btanding committees have been duly coEsidered, and are embodied 
in the following report: 

First. They would call special attention of this Convention to 
the able paper drawn up ly Mr. Monboe, of Iowa, chairman of the 
committee charged wifli tbe duly of memorializing Congress upoD 
this subject, at the last meeting of this Convention f and the Com- 
mittee beg to make his paper a portion of this report. 

Second. The Committee then would add the able paper of Col. 
Raifosd, of Florida, upon the coast line east of the Mississippi, and 
aoroi-s the State of Florida, fopcfher with the report thereon by the 
Jacksonville, Florida, Board ol'Trade, and beg to make them a por- 
tion of this report. 

ToiRR. The Committee further add the elaborate report of Col. 
FoBBHEY, upon the line west of the Mississippi and south to the Eio 
Grande. 

OONTmUOrB INLAND WATER LIKE COUMUKICATION WEST FBOU THE HIS- 
fllSHIFFt BIVER ALONG THE OLLE COAST TO RIO GBANDB. BY COL. 

FOE SHE Y, OF TKXA8. 

In the slow encroachments of the land upon the gulf of Mexico, 
along its western margin, as upon the east, by washings from the 
land, and by the refiring of tbe sea, or perhaps by the very gradual 
uprising of the entire gulf coast line, there have been left, as if by 
some heneficcat disposiiion in favor of human want and. human in- 
dustry, a series of lakes, lagoons, shallow bays and inland channels, 
connectinj; or nearing them, that leave but little effort by the hand 
of. man to unite them al! by short canal cuts, in such manner as to 
give us continuous inland navigation nearly parallel to the gulf 
along its entire coast. 

A glance at the map of western Louisiana nill show something of 
this- disposition of the waters ; and jet, only a very small part of 
these channels adapted to commercial uses have found their way 
into any map, and are known only to the local explorers, surveyors 
and enginetfts, and the semi-aquatic fishermen and oystermen that 
live in boats among these channels. 

Commenciiig five miles above New Orleans, we find the Canal de 
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la Compagnie, conDecting by a lock with the MisaisBippi, and paes- 
ing boats thence by a cut and old bayou channel, about bis miles, 
into Lake Catouatchie; and passing thence through tbia and Lake 
WaBha, by a cut through the marsh and trembling prairie, to the 
Lafourche, at Lockport, about 40 miles from the river. It continues 
across the Lafourche to Lake Fields, and by a short cut to Lake 
Long, and to the Bayou Terre Boone. The navigation of this eanal, 
by Buitable increase of width, would be easy and safe for steamboats ; 
and by very little work, the Terre Bonne to the Bayou Black, and 
that bayou to Berwick's bay, 90 miles by this water lino from New 
Orleans, would be easy and always safe. 

From the Atchafalaya, below the Berwick's bay proper, there is 
good and deep bayou connection, through nameless channels in the 
marsh, as there is always safe navigation by way of Atchafalaya 
bay into Ootc Blanche bay, and through this, into Vermilion hay. 
This bay baa, like Atchafalaya and Cote Blanche, some 6 feet depth 
of wafer, and its western projection reaches 75 miles west of Ber- 
wick's bay. 

From Vermilion into Flat lake and Pecan lake, a cut of 2 miles 
in the marsh would give 20 mote miles of channel. 

From Pecan into Lake Mermentau, the distance of some 10 miles 
would have to be cut with like level mud marsh for banks. 

Mermentau lake and river (always iiavigable, and in constant use 
from the sea) would give us 20 miles more of navigation. 

From the Mermentau river through Lake Caleasieu to Sabine 
lake, a distance of some 30 miles, the connections are not well known 
to the reporter, but it is likely that half the distance of 30 miles 
would have to be cut through a similar salt marsh. 

We here reach Lake Sabine, on the boundary of Texas and 
Louisiana, by an inland series of channels already existing, except 
about 27 miles to be cut, the total distance being about 250 miles. 

IKLINS COAST HAVIOATION IN TEXAS. 

Texas has a coast line front of 400 miles, not including indenta- 
tions, which would swell it to more than 600 miles. In this whole 
d'stance the line of interior bays and channels; only narrowly sepa- 
rated from the gulf, extends almost continuously. 

From Sabine bay Taylor's bayou furnishes a channel westward to 
within 10 miles of Elm and East bayous, which pass into East (jal- 
feston hay. These bayous would require widening and deepenin;* 
iQ places. The cut between them would be through level prairie 
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with clay bottom, and without rocks or obstacles ; 10 miles of canal 
would connect nayigation, and give 60 miles navigation. Thence, 
the (jrslveston and West bays, and the canal already in ase, give us 
46 miles to the Braaos river. Thence to the Cancy creek, the cut 
through the level prairies and very shallow lagoons would be about 
20 miles, one-fourth of which would be supplied by partial or natural 
channels. 

The Caney is connected with Matagorda bay by a short canal of 
half a mile ; and thence the Matagorda bay furnishes our route with 
channel and safe naviy;ation for 02 miles to Saluria. Here Pasa 
Cavallo eoonects with the gulf, the second pass of importance in 
Texas. 

From Salurii, the channel is open and in use, with a few cuts 
through Oyster reefs through Espiriiu Santo, San Antonio, Aransas, 
and Corpus Christi bays, a distance of about 85 miles; this route 
crossing the Aransas pass at 65 miles, a channel in constant use for 
both government supplies and the purposes of general commerce. 

From Corpus Christi bay our water line down the Laguna Madre 
is unbroken to the Rio Grande, 125 miles, this channel has never 
been navigated because of many shoal sand bars that traverse it, and 
which would require to be dredged. Nothing but sand, shells and 
clay, however, would be found to obstruct dredging. 

Thus the enfre inland coast navigation In Texas would be nearly 
400 miles, of which distance the canal cutting would not esceed 30 

In consideration then, of the grand dispositions of Nature in our 
favor, in presenting us channels for inland navigation from the 
Mississippi to the Rio Graude, some 650 miles of distance, if we 
will but connect the links by about 55 miles of canal, at a cost of 
not more than 830,000 per mile ; and of a like distance in the oppo- 
site direction to the Atlantic across the Florida peninsula, about 
650 miles, with fragmentary canals of about 120 miles. 

And ia consideration of the vast inland navigation with which this 
wort would connect the trade of the Mississippi valley, from which 
it is now cut off, amounting to about 3,500 miles east of the Missis- 
sippi, and about 3,500 miles west of river. 

And in consideration of the fact that the commerce, the produe- 
lions of that river and its tributaries, do actually reach a portion of 
these regions by most expensive land routes, and that a large por- 
tion of these districts are not customers of this valley for want of 
these lines of communication : 
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The Committee would recommend to the Conveotion the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Reiolved, That a commitlee of three be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of thia ConveDtion, charged with the duty of prosecnting this 
iavestieation and. inquiry, to call upon the various Board g of Trade 
and Chambers of Commerce, and steamboat and mercantile, mann. 
facturing and producing interests, for eubstantial aid in prosecuting 
the reconnoisaance and suryeys ; and that they report the maps, 
plans, estimates and statistics of this great interest to the nest meet- 
ing of thia Ucnventinn. 

Retohed, That in view of the obstructions to contin^ioua naviga- 
tion of Ked river, through a distance of 2,000 miles, by the raft of 
some 40 miles near Shreveport in Louisiana, midway on the navi' 
gable channel of this river; and in view of the fact that thia navi- 
gation relates to four States and Territories, and is not the special 
charge of either, at the same time that it represents a vast com- 
merce ; that we do most urgently pray the United States Congress 
to make liberal appropriations for the opening the channel lo an 
extent demanded by i ts great importance to navigation. 

Revived, That the thanks of this Convention are due to Col. 
Raipokd, a citizen of Tesaa, but recently occupied In Florida, for 
the unselfish energy with which he has explored the portion of the 
route east of the Mississippi river, and that he be requested to serve 
upon that committee. 

The report and resolutions, under a call for the previous 
qQestion, were adopted. 

Mr. Williamson aleo presented the following from 
the same Committee : 

While the people of the AVeat have regarded the subject of cheap 
and safe transportation between the commercial centers of that sec- 
tion and the gathering points of foreign and domestio trade on the 
Atlantic seaboard as paramount to all others; and while commer- 
cial and internal improvement conventions have adopted resolutions 
and memorials relative to proposed water waya to cheapen the car- 
rying trade between the Mississippi valley and the Atlantic ocean, 
one of the most feasible and economical routes for such a work has, 
lio far, been overlooked. 

When the canal now being constructed from the Mississippi river 
to Lake Borgne is completed, inland navigation will be established 
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from that river to the easlern or Bon Secour arm of Mobile bay — 
168 miles — in a direct line to tLe nearest point on the Alkntio 
coast. 

Proceocling eastward from the Mississippi river, the first and per- 
hapa the most iinporlant link in this chain of coast-Hne communica' 
tion is already nearly formed by the Lake Borgne canal, to bo com- 
pieted in the course of the next sis months. Ihe Lake Borgne canal 
ten miles below New Orleans will connect the MissisBippi with Lake 
Borgne and Miasistippi sound !iy means of a reliable water com- 
munication, navigable not on'y by the steamboats and barges navi- 
gating the Mississippi, hut also by sailing vessels in the coast trade, 
thus connecting the 16,700 miles of the navigable waters of tlio 
Mississippi and its tributaries with tiie 5,000 additional miles afford- 
ed by the Proel, Pascagcnla, Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, to- 
fiether with their several tributaries. Tills important canal com- 
munication will not only ecablo tho steamboats and barges loading 
at Cincinnati and other points in tho Mississippi valley to unload at 
Mobile, Selma and Montgomery, but, what is of equal importance, 
bring the great West in direct water eoinmunieaiion with Ship 
Island harbor, one of the best harbors on the gulf coast and only 
about 60 miles Irom New Orlesns, while the South-west pass is 130 
miles from that ciiy, thus saving some 70 miles in distance, and ob- 
viating altogether the obsltuclions at the moii!h of the Missiasipnt 
river. There is no good reiison why the grain and other products 
of the Mississippi valley should not be rethipped upon deep draft 
vessels in Ship Island harbor. 

The Lake Borgne canal will complete the const line connection 
from the MisHssippi river to Bon Secours bay, on ihe eastern side 
of Mobile bay, a distance of 1C8 miles. 

The following is the report of Col. P. Jl Baiiord, of Florida 
before referred to, which the Committee had adopted as a part of 
their report, and would respectfully recommend its adopiioa by the 
Convention : 

While the people of the Wett have regarded the subject of cheap 
and safe transportation between the eommercial centers of that sec- 
lion and the gathering points of loreign ,ind domestic trade on the 
Atlantic seaboard as paramount to all otters ; and while commercial 
and internal improvement conventions have adopted resolutions and 
memorials relative to proposed water ways to cheapen Ihe carrying 
trade between llo Mississippi valley and the Atlantic occiiu, the 
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most feasible and econotoieal route for sunh a work has, so far, been 
overlooked. 

The canal now bein;; cut to connect by an inland passage the 
Mississippi river with the harbors of Mississippi sound and Mobile 
bay, will establish inland navigation to the eastern or Bon Secour 
6Tm of Mobile bay — IGS miles— in a direct line to the nearest point 
on the Atlantic coast. From Mobile bay to the bay of St. Mark^, 
Florida, the distance is 220 miles. Between these points, in almost 
a continuous line, parallel with the gulf shore, there is a succession 
of land-lotked sounds, bays, lakes and lagoons, which, in the aggre- 
gate, make a navijiable water way 160 miles in lenf;th. These sheets 
of water are Perdido and Pcnsacola bays, SanU Rosa sound, and the 
bays of Chaclahatehce and St. Andrew's, Scearcsy's river and lake 
Winuco, Apalachicok bay, St. George's sound. Crooked river, Ok- 
loekonee and Shallow bays, and other smaller inlets and lagoons 
along the gulf shore to the bay of St. Marks. Thus, it will he seen, 
that for a distance of 380 miles, from the proposed Mississippi and 
I'ontchartrain canal to the bay of St, Marks, the canaling necessary 
to be donn to create inland navigation to the latter point, does not 
exceed 60 miles in length, and all of which would be throush the 
intervening strips of low ground and salt marsh but a few feet above 
the level of the sea. From the bay of St. Marks, following the pulf 
shore, and crossin'; the mouth of the three small rivers, Oceilla, 
Euonfenco, and Finohollee, to the mouth of Little Warrior river, 
the distance is about 35 miles, the ground low and marshy, and sus- 
ceptible of easy and cheap opening. From the mouth of the War- 
rior river — due east— to the confluence of the Suwinec and Santa 
Fe rivers, the distance is 45 miles— the land low and level, nowhere 
exceeding 30 feet above the level of the gulf. 

From the Mississippi river to the latter point— the confluence of 
the Suwanee and Santa Fe rivers -450 miles, and within 60 miles of 
deep tide waters of the St. John's river of Kast Florida, a canal of 
any required dimensions may be made by the simplest character of 
work — mere ditching— to connect the inlets bordering the coists of 
the gulf of Mexico, and a cut through the flat palmetto section be- 
tween the Warrior and Suwanee rivers. From thence, through the 
short valleys of Santa Fe and Black creek— a deep tributary of the 
St. John's — which streams, flowing in opposite directions, have in- 
terlocked sources on a narrow dividing ridge where no engineering 
diflioulties whatever would be found to prevent the continuation of 
this proposed water way, so as to create uninterrupted steamboat 
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navigation befwecn the MisHcsslppi river and the capacious Atlantic 
harbors of Fernandinn, Brunswick, Savannah, Port Royal and 
Charleston. 

Counting the lengths of the gulf coast inlets, and those portions 
of ihe Santa Fe riyer and Black creek that can by improvement be 
made available, the actual oanalitig and dredging necessary to esta- 
blish a continuous navigable water lino, of uniform tide level, from 
Lake Borgne to the Atlantic ocean would not be more thah 120 

The moat exposed portion of this frulf shore route, to the influ- 
ence of ihe swells of the ocean, is along the Mississippi Eonnd from 
Bilosi to Grant's pass, at the entrance of Mobile bay ; jet, for many 
years, this sound has been navigated by ordinary, higl\-decksd, river 
steamers, plying with heavy cargoes between interior towns on the 
Alabama and Tombigbec rivers and New Orleans, by way of^ the 
new canal, with as much safety and at the same rates of insurance 
as upon the Mississippi or AIa,bama rivers. 

A reference to the map acoonipanying the United States coast 
survey reports will show the depth of water in the chain of inlets 
along the gulf shore, as well as the necks of land which would have 
to be cut through, for proper navigable connections, and which, 
when onoe made, would be kept free and open by the ebb and flow 
of the tides, secure from injury from either the storm of the gulf, 

Such an improvement, of more value to the West and South, than 
any other projected, if made as it can be, of sufficient breadth and 
depth to permit the easy and quick passage of Kteamers engaged in 
the Western trade, would place the heavy and bulky commodities 
of the Mississippi valley in cheaper access to the great thoroughfares 
of commercial exchange, foreign and domestic, than can be done by 
any other means whatever. It would also incidentally put all the 
navigable streams of the West in direct connection for interna! traf 
fie, with the rivers of the States of ]*Iississippi, Alabama and Geor- 
gia, which flow into the gulf of Mexico, and into the Atlantic from 
the 8t. John's to the Savi.nnah rivers. 

When steamers can take in their cargoes from the elevators at St. 
Louis, Cincinnati, Louisville and Memphis, or from the highest 
points of navigation in the W^cst, and bring tbtm, without breaking 
bulk, to European and Northern shipping on the Atlantic seaboard, 
or take them direct to tlie inteiiorof the cotton, sugar and rice 
growing States of Mississippi, AUbama, Florida, and GecTgia, the 
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value of such a work coulJ scarcely bo estimated; ani when, by 
snoh aD improvement, the two great producing sections of our coun- 
try become united in all the dep'irtments of proJuGliTe industry, 
they will spring forward with a power and energy but little dreamed 
of now, even by the nio.-tt earneat and hopeful believers in the future 
progress and prosperity of these rich and f^riile regions. 

Besides uniting »11 the navigable streams of the West and South, 

for domestic traffic, and giving them a common outlet to two or 

, mire of the best harbors on the Atlantic coast, the construction of 

this inland water way would develop a source of national wealth 

that, without it, must to a great extent remain valueless. 

Through a distance of 500 miles, from Pearl river in Mississippi 
to the Atlantic Be:ibf>ard, there is an unbroken body of tho best 
yellow pine limber in the world. The average width of this pine 
and live oak belt is not less than 150 miles; and through which, 
flowing into the bays and inlets which would form part of the chan- 
nel, are innumerable small streams to bring to it the varied produc- 
tions of this immense forest, not only to supply the increasing want 
of timber in the West, as well as foreign demand, hut to furnish 
also an inexhaustible supply of the cheapest and best fuel for 
steamers engaged in its trade. The enhanced value of this exten- 
sive timber region, 75,000 square miles, made accessible by such aa 
outlet would alone compensaie for the cost of the work. 

Water transportation, even when created by large expenditure of 
capital and labor, is eo much le-s costly than transportation by rail, 
thai heavy and bulky freight will follow the water. As a practical 
evidence of this fact, it is only necessary to observe the channels 
taken by the great bulk of commerce where the two modes are 
brought side by side in competition. Of the trade between the 
West and Northern Atlantic cities, the Erie canal, 350 miles long, 
carries over its elevation of 700 feet, and through its SO looks, more 
llian all the greiit trunk lines of railway between the St, Lawrence 
and Potomac rivers ; and while it carries to New York more tonnage 
than all tho foreign commerce of that city together. Its capacity iu 
eonsoquence of the growing demand for water transportation, is 
found insufficient, and it is now pri^posed to increase its dimensions 
so as to float vessels of 1,000 tons. It was origiuiilly built for boats 
ofonly 60 tons. 

As great, however, as tho trade through the Erie canal now is, 
or may he made by its enlargement, it could not ei^ual that which 
would eventually flow through so capacious and lockless a channel 
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as can Le niadc from tlie BHssistippi river to the Atlantic seaboard 
of tbe South. With this constructed water road (mapped out and 
more than half fiuished by nature) nearly 30,000 miles of inland 
steamboat navigajion would como together and unite in one common 
highway to the ocean ; producing a concentration of commercial 
resources unattainable in any other section of the world from one 
connected system of rirer transportation, and, as eUewhere, " the 
jjreatest commercial cides are thoae moat advantageously situated 
with regard to the outlets, natural or artificial, of extensile river 
basins, and producing regions," so would this build up, at its At- 
lantic terminus on the Southern coast, a commoroial center that 
could have no rival on the American continent; one that would be- 
eorae, by the controlling influence of cheap and safe transportation 
and geographical position, the gathering point of all the leading 
commercial staples of the United States, and as a consequence draw 
(hither the great bulk of the trade of Eunpe, the West Indies and 
South America. 

The agricultural and manufacturiag interest of the South would 
keep pace with the growth of the great metropolis, which such a 
concentration of exchanges would build up; every eligible manu- 
facturing locality and iron and coal mining district would at once be 
brought into requisition, and quadruple the business of all the rail- 
road lines leading towards the Gulf and Southern Atlantic shore; 
and while these advantages would accrue to the South, by the con- 
slruction of such an outlet, the industrial and commercial interests 
of the West would bo no less benefited, their steamers and barge 
lines could pass within three days from the Mississippi river to the 
aides of ships of the largest tonnage, in the harbors of Fernandina, 
Brunswick, Savannah and Port Royal, within sight of that great 
" river in the sea " whose favoring currents insure prosperous voy- 
ages to all the markets of the world. 

In regard (o economy of construction, no other contemplated water 
way, from the Mississippi to the Atlantic ocean, is comparable with 
this gulf shore and peninsular route, and certainly none so available 
for a canal of sufficient capacity to admit the quick and uninterrupt- 
ed passage of steamboats and barge lines engaged in the Mississippi 
river trade, and when surveys and estimates come to be made, by 
competent engineers, the wonder will be how easily and inexpea- 
siTely such a work may be constructed. 

Compared with the gulf passage, the navigation through this in- 
land water road from the granaries of the West to Atlantic harbors, 
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and Earopeaa markets, would be sliortoned more llian SCO miles, 
and of course subject lo none of the dangers incident to a voyage 
around the reefs and capes of Florida, thus annually saying to the 
Western producers in the way of insuranee alone, largely more than 
would pay the interest on the capital that would be required to 
eonstru'. t all the connecting canals 200 feet wide and 6 fett deep, 
that would be requisite to form a continuous inland channel from 
the Mississippi river to the Atlantic seaports of Florida, Georgia 
and South Carolina. 

Kespeclfully, 

P. H. Kaiford, 

In conclusion the Committee would refer to the aocompanying 
map (to he found in the front of this reporfj, compiled by Col. 
Haitobd, to illustrate the proposed route as recomoieoded by the 
Committee. 

All of which is respectfully submilted. 

James M. Williasison, Chairman. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 
The Chair announced the follo'fting special committees : 
Oh a settleo policy in the public isterest in beoaud to tiik dis- 
position OF THE BovERNMEsT LASUB. — R. M Bisliop, of Ohio ; N. P. 
Banks, of Massachusetts, and W. I. Sykes, of Tennessee. 

Continuous i\ateb line cojihdki cation from the Miasisairra bivek 
TO the ATLANTIC ocean.— P. IJ. Raiford, of Florida ; C. G. Forshey, 
of Texas, and T. N. Blonrse, of Iowa, 

(Under resolution of Mr. Bowjias, of Kentucky.) 
EuucATmN.— J. B. Bowman, Kentucky; R C. HolHday, Mary- 
land ; R. M. Bishop, Ohio ; W. M. Burwcll, Louisiana, and J. M. 
Tibbetts, Arkansas. 

Mr. Able, of Missouri, by unanimous eouEent, offered 
the following, which was unanimously adopted by a rising 
vote : 

Resolved, That for the generous hearted ho.ipitality so universally 
extended to us by the people of Cincinnati, we return them our 
most cordial thanks, and will bear with ns to our homes, the lasting 
impression, that tliia is a city in which there lircs a genuine appre- 
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elation of the efforts for the promotion of the commercial interesia of 
the country, and that we leuve witli its citizens onr most earnest 
wishes, that of our Jabora they may largely profit, and that their 
farther prosperity may be aa boundless as haa been their liberality. 

Mr. Cole, of Tennessee, presented and read the report 
of the Committee on Railways Generally, as follows : 

The Special Committea on Railroads generally, reepectfully sub- 
mit the following report : 

Tbo subject referred to them 13 so comprehensive when considered 
in connection with the importance and magnitude of the intereata 
involved, that it waa found impossible for your committee, during the 
short time allowed them, to properly consider the numerous reaolulions 
and su°:gcstion8 relating to state and local improvements ; and, not 
wishing to discriminate against any, it waa deemed best not to refer 
to such local interests, and to confine the action of the Committee 
to questioDB of national importance. 

In regard to railway management generally, the Committee re- 
spectfully recommend, that thia Convention urj^ea the importance 
of uniformity of gauge io the future construction of railroads. 

Co-operation in railroad management has met with eminent suc- 
cess, and has given satisfaction to both the public and railway com- 
panies, wherever it has been fairly tested. 

It ia accordingly recommended, that all breaks and obstructions 
in our great highways of trade and travel bo remedied, and the con- 
nection of tracks and uniformity of gauge be perfected as early aa 
possible, so that trains may piss from one road to another, without 
annoyance or delay to either passengers or freight. 

The Committee refer with pride to the fact, that the American 
continent is now crossed by a continuous line of rail, from the 
waters of the Atlantic, to those of the Pacific ocean, so that cars 
may run from Eastern cities to San Francisco, without the expense 
and damage attending the breaking of bulk in freight, or the change 
of cara by passengers. 

Recognizing thei;ailroad interests, aa one of inestimable import- 
ance to the whole country, the Committee recommend that the 
Federal Government exercise the largest liberality toward those en- 
terprisea consistent with wholesome legislation, and eipeeially those 
in the Sonthern States, which may have been crippled by the late 
unfortunate and deplorable war. 
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The CommUtae recoaimend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions I 

Resolveii, That among the great enterprises proposed for the de- 
velopment of our whole country, the construction of a railroad 
connecting the waters of the PaeJlie ocein and the great lakes, by 
the Northern Paeifio route, has the sympathy of this Convention. 

Resolved, That expediency and jiwtiee alike demands, thitt the 
General Government should extend the same liberal aid to a 
Southern line of rail across the conlinent, as has been afforded the 
Northern Central for directly connecting the Northern States and 
railroad system with the oceans, on our Eastern and Western bor- 
ders, as a measure in its impartial beneficence; tending at once, to 
give prosperity to our Southern Atlantic and gulf pjrta; vitalise 
the prostrated system of Southern railroads, stimulate production, 
and increase wealth in the entire interior South, and seal the affec- 
tions of its people to the flag of the nation, and their devotion to 
the honor and best interests of the republJo, 

Resohel, That this Convention is opposed to any legislation that 
will unnecessarily obstruct, hinder and delay the passage across the 
rivers of our country, of railroads or other moans of transit. 

Resolved, That the pftHcy adopted by many of the Southern rail- 
roads, in affording cheap transportation to persons seeking a settle- 
ment in the Southern States, or investigating and examining the 
resources of (be same for the purpose of investment, is heartily 
approved by this Convention, as a measure well calculated to en- 
courage immigration to those States. 

limohed, That this Convention recommend that Congress renew 
and extend the grafts of aUernatc sections of land made to railroads 
in the South, which, after the initial construction of said roads, 
have lapsed in consequence of the interruption to all public enter- 
prises, caused by the war. 

Riohed, That the President of this Convention, be requested to 
furnish the President and Vice-President of the United States, and 
the Speaker of the Ilou^e of Representatives, with a copy of the 
foregoing report and resolutions. 

After some discussion, the report and resolutions were 
adopted, under a call for the prerious question. 

Mr. Cole, also presented the following supplemental re- 
port of the Committee : 
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The Special Committee on Railways Generally, bag leave to maka 
the following additional report. That they earnestly reoommend to 
this Convention, the following preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, The State ot North Carolina ceded to the United 
States, the territory now forming' the State of Tennessee, an area of 
land surpassing in exeellenee and richness that derived from any 
other source, except the North-west Territory, ceded by Virginia ; 
and 

Whereas, One of the great highways from the Southern Pacific 
Railroad to the middle East, lies through her mountain lands; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we recommend the passage by the United States 
Congress, of a liberal appropriation to tho Trans- Atlantilc Western 
North Carolina Railroad, and recommend its favorable consideration. 

Whicli was adopted. 

Mr. Able, of Missouri; Mr. Chairman, I call for the special 
order set for 11 o'clock, today. 

Tho Chair : Before proceeding with the special order, a com- 
munication from tho President of tho United St.ttea will be read. 
(Applause.) 

The Secretary read the following : 
Theodore Cook, President Committee of Arrangementi, 

Southern Gommercial Convention, : 

Deak Sir: I am in receipt of your letter inviting me to attend 
the sittings of the Southern Commercial ConTentioa, to bo, held iit 
Cincinnati during the present month. 

It would afford me great pleasure to be able to be present, but my 
public duties will not permit me to leave the Capita! at this time. 

I earnestly hope tho Convention may be successful in the object 
of its meeting, and that tho interests of commerce may be greatly 
benefited by its deliberations. 

I am, sir, very respectfully yours, 

U. S. Grant. 

ExECtfTiVE Mansiom, Washington, D. C, October 4, 1870. 

The Chair announced the following Speci^il Committee 
on memorializing Congress to aid in the construction of a 
Southern Pacific Railroad : 

S. W. Morton, Kentucky; George Throckmorton, Texas; V.A. 
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Gafekell, Georgia; J. B. Bowman, Kentucky; W. G. Brien, Ten- 
nessee ; W. M. Burwell, Louisiana ; R. M. Bishop, Ohio ; John H. 
Kennard, Louisiana ; 0. A. Foster, Mississippi. 

Mr. Cook : Gentlemen of the Convention, I espect with this 
to conclude my announcements to the ConventioD, which I have 
heen from time to time making tere. I want to announee to you, 
that at 2 o'clock, precisely, we propote to make a little excursion 
into the euhurbs of the city. Carriages will bo in attendance at 
head-quartera, at the Burnet House, and we expect all the delegates 
to go with us on this excursion. It is expected we shall make a 
halt at the residence of one of our hospitable citizens a little out of 
the city, and return by 6 o'clock. (Cheers.) 

The special order set for 11 o'clock, A. M., was then an- 
nounced, it being the resolution of Mr. J. B. Bowman, as 
follows : 

Whereas, The Southern Commercial Convention, now io session 
by its liberal policy and comprehensive aetion, has invited aud se- 
cured a representation of the various commercial aud industrial 
interests of the whole country, and has thereby assumed a national 
character and importance ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourns, it will meet at 

, on day, 1871, under the name and style of the 

" National Commercial Convention." 

After some discussion, under a call for the preyious ques- 
tion, on motion of Mr. Bkien, of Tennessee, the resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Dodge, of Arkansas, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following : 

Resolved, That this Convention does cordially and most reapectfully 
tender its thanks, to the Hon. JoaiM W. Gariiett, for the able, 
dignified and impartial manner, in which he has discharged the ar- 
duous duties of presiding officer of this Convention. 

On motion of Mr. CoEWlNE, of OHd, the resolution was 
amended by adding the words, " and to the other officers of 
the Convention, for the faithful discharge of their respective 
duties." 

The resolution, as thus amended, was unanimously passed- 
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Mr. Dodge, of Arkausas, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the thanks of thia ConTention are due, and artf 
hereby heartily tendered to the various railroad lines, which have bo 
generously tendered their courtesies to the returning delegates of 
this Convention. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. OvEKALL, of Mississippi, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the press of Cincinnati, are entitled to the thanks 
of tbic Convention, for the able reports which have been made in 
extenso of the proceedings of this Convention. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Snyder, of Tennessee, presented and read the re- 
port of the Committee on Central Line of Water Commu- 
nication, as foUowa : 

The Committee on a Central Line of Water Communication be- 
tween the North and South, in view of the magnitude and import- 
ance of the subject referred to them, and of the time necessary to 
mate a full investigation, and to present the proper estimate a and 
statistics, beg leave of this Convention for eaid Committee to make 
their final report to the next Convention, 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. FoRSirEY, of Texas, presented and read the report 
of the Committee on Trans-latitudinal Railroads, as follows : 

The Special Committee on trons-latitudinal Railroads in the 
United Statea, beg leave to make the following report : 
The Committee find, 

1. That the patronage of the General Government has been in- 
Toked, and often granted to the construction of railroads lying 
chiefly along the parallels, or from East te West, while the same 
has rarely, and very moderately been granted to those which cross 
the latitudes, North and South. 

2. That the demands of commerce are chiefly trans-latitudinal ; 
calling mainly for exchange of unlike commodities and produo- 
tiona, which grow and arc produced in diverse climates : for travel, 
from rigorous to more genial climates, or from fervid to torrid re- 
gions in summer, toward the cooler airs and more elevated countries 
North. 
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3, That there still remain great routes where these demands of 
commerce have not heen able to effect a transit in consequence of 
mountain barriers, or unpeopled areas ; and which call with equal 
justice for national aid, in their development with those enterprises 
to which great aid has heen granted ; therefore, 

Be it resolved, 1st. That the great through routes, or important 
links in the same, tending North and South, be placed on the same 
footing as the lines along the parallels; and that the Congress ol 
the United States be memorialized by this Convention, to give them 
equal aid and subsidy. 

2d. In view of the foregoing premises, we commend to Congress 
a grant of saoh lands and monies, or mail subsidies, as may seem 
just and equitable, whenever thej may be organized upon proper 

1. To a line of railroaif from Buffalo to Dunkirk, on the lakes, 
by Pittsburg to Charleston, on the Atlantic. 

2. From Saginaw or Detroit, by Cincinnati to Savannah, and 
Brunswick and Apalaohioola. 

3. From Chicago or Michigan City, by way of Louisville, to 
Pensacola and Mobile. 

4. From Marquette or Outonagan, on lake Superior, by Cairo and 
Memphis, to New Orleans. 

5. From St. Pauls or lake Itasca, by way of Kansas City, or 
Leavenworth City, mouth of Canadian and Tyler, to Galveston ; and 

6. From the North Pacific Railroad, along the 98th meridian, to 
Austin and San Antonio, and to Aransas and Corpus Christ! bays, 
and the Rio Grande, in South-western Texas. 

And also, from the Mississippi river, at or near the center of its 
course, the mouth of the Ohio, diagonally across the latitudes, 
through Little Rock and Austin, to the Bio Grande in such direc- 
tion as to poiut to Mazatlan or San Bias, on the Pacific coast ; and 

Whereas, Most of these tines are largely advanced in construc- 
tion, and need but little aid, the first and last three only, traversing 
portions of country but feebly populated, or unable to force them- 
selves through, 

3d. That we specially commend to the United States Congress, 
for such aid as may be just and equitable, the Galveston & Great 
Northern, and the Internationa! Companies, and whenever the popu- 
lation of the West shall justify it, the route near the 98th meridian. 

All of which ia most respectfully submitted. 
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The Committee further beg leave to submit the following pream- 
ble and reaoiutions, for adoption by the Convention : 

Whereas, Two great lines of railway already traverse the great 
plains lying between meridian 95, and the Rocky mountains— the 
Kanaaa Pacific Railway from Kansas City, via Denver Pacific Rail- 
way, to Cheyenne, and the Union PauiSc Railroad from Omaha, via 
Cheyenne, to Ogden — eaoh connecting oa the East and West with 
other lines, and connecting the East and West coasts of the conti- 
nent; and 

Whereas, These great railway lines are promoting the West- 
ward extension of settlements on the great plains, and the promise 
ia that at an early day there will be coatinuoua lines of population 
across the region heretofore regarded as a treeless waste, unfitted 
for civilized uses, except for pastoral industry, to a limited extent; 
snd 

Whereas, The result of experiment shows that the grains and 
grasses essential to agricultural life, may bo produced even without 
irrigation in many parts of the plains, heretofore regarded as too 
arid in climate, if not too sterile in soil for use in sustaining the 
vegitation of the farm ; and 

Whereas, The redemption of the great plains to civilized uses, 
is only practicable by the aid of railways ; therefore, be it 

Retained, That the grants of lands to the Union Pacific, the Den- 
ver Pacific, and the Kansas Pacific Railways, have, in the opinion of 
this Convention, already been productive of benefiuiai results, not 
only in sustaining Eettlements on portions of the great plains, but 
also in enabling the people of that nutalliferous regions in the Ter- 
ritories and States of the West, to extend civilized industry, greatly 
to the advantage of their own and other industrial interests of the 
American people. And that the wisdom of the policy of granting 
aid to the aforesaid railways, is amply vindicated by its results. 

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully represents to the 
Congress of the United States, that the public interests would be 
greatly subserved by a liberal grant of lands to secure the construo- 
tioa of a branch Pacific Railway, leaving the line of the Kansas 
Pacific Railway at some point not East of the 97th Meridian of 
longitude, and striking the line of the Atlantic & Pacific Railway, 
at sime point East of Albucjuerque in New Mexico. That such 
branch railway would prove of great use to the Gtoveroment in mili- 
tary and postal service; would accommodate a large commerce of 
New Mexico, Arizona and Chihuahua; would afi'ord additional fa- 
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cilities in developing the mineral and other resources of tha interior 
mountain regions, and would greatly aid in redeeming the Western 
portion of the great plains to civilized uses. 

Under a call for the previous question, the report and 
accompanying resolutions -were adopted. 

The Committee upon Railway Communications of the 
Cities of Virginia with the Great West, reported as follows: 

Resclved, That the Special Committee upon the Eailway con- 
nections of the Cities of Virginia with the Great West, be allowed 
to prepare their roport, and present the samo to the Convention at 
ila nest session. The said report, when prepared, maj he publish- 
ed, if approved by a majority of the Comniittee. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Fox, of Kevada, oiFered the following ; 

Resolved, That this Convention would recommend for considera- 
tion at its session in 1871, the development of our gold and silver 
mines, in the Pacific States and Territories. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. James, of Tennessee, offered the following : 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this Convention, be extended 
to Gov. N. P. Banks, the acting Viee-Preaideot of the Convention, 
for his able and efficient support of the President in his laborious 
duties. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Gen. Banks : Mr. Chairman, I take this opportunity, althongb 
I know the moments of the Convention are precious, of espressing 
my thanks for the resolution which has just been presented to this 
Convention, 

1 confess, sir, that I came from Massachusetts to attend this Con- 
vention with some reiuetanee, because its character was not wholly 
understood by myself, and I have no doubt its scope is not tho- 
roughly understood by very many of my fellow oitiaens in the more 
northern States of the Union. 

I am glad to perceive here the wide views, frenerous eoncessiona 
and spirit of kind feeling and cordiality which have been exbibitecl 
throughout the sittings of this Convention. I have said before, acd 
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I know full well, the influence of this Convention will be marked 
very visibly. 

I am gkd of the opportunity of witnessing what I have seen here 
during the progress of the deliberations of this Convention, and I 
assure you, gentlemen, I shall lose no opportunity, wherever I shall 
be, of speaking in its praise and in its behalf. (Cheera.) 

Although the State of Massachusetts is represented in this Con- 
vention by only one delegate, I do not doubt that, at the session 
which is to be held nest year, you will find every State, and especi- 
ally that part of the country least represented now, fully represented 
. by its best men, without distinction of party, and without referenoe 
to personal interests. (Cheers,) 

The great controversy through which we have passed, sir, waa 
initiated outside of party, outside of parties; and the Union which 
is to follow that controversy, and which will make separation forever 
after impossible, will be initiated and carried through oulaide of 
political organizations. (Cheers.) 

And those great interests, which represent the great material 
afiaira of the country, which touch every man's pocket, and appeal 
to every man's heart, can best be controlled by conventions such aa 
this. Those parties are the best that can do the most to seal the 
past, so far as the misfortunes of the country are concerned, in ob- 
livion, by opening wide the heart and accepting all pledges in the 
apirit in which they are given, thus securing the prosperity of the 
country hereafter. (Cheers.) 

Had I been present, I ahould have added my voice to that of the 
Convention, in honor of the presiding officer. But I desire to say 
now, sir, for myself and for those I have the honor to represent, at 
home, that we concur most cordially in the compHmentavy and well 
deserved espression of opinion which was unanimously adopted by 
the Convention. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Newman, of (roorgia, offered the following : 

Resolved, That to Mr. ToEoDORE CooK, the very efficient Chair- 
man, and 10 the Committee of Arrangements, for the reception and 
entertainment of this Convention, the thanks of this Convention are 
due and the same are hereby unanimously tendered. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Overall, of Mississippi, oSercd the following: 

R'^sohed, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to 
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managers of theaters for courteous attentions to members in pro- 
viding for their entertainment. 

Adopted. 

Mr. WiilGHTSON, of Kentucky : Mr Chairman, I gave no- 
tice jeaterdaj that I should move to reconsider a anbjeet which was 
liiid upon the tahle hy a vote of this Convention. The subject was 
in reference to chartering a continuoas lino of railroad, from Nor- 
folk, Virginia, to St. Loui?, Missouri, hy the Congress of the United 
State.^, hj tbe way of the city of Louisville. I made the motion to 
lay upon the table, and I now move to reconsider the vote by which 
that subject was then laid upon the table. 

After a lengthy discussion, the motion to reconsider 
prevailed. 

The question being upon the adoption of the resolution as 
reported hy the Committee on Ample Railroad Facilities 
from the Ohio River to the Central Soath, it was carried 
hy a vote of 45 ayes to 35 nays. 

Mr. Snyder, of Tennessee, presented and read the report 
of the Special Committee on the Time and Place of Hold- 
ing the next Convention; as follows: 

The Committee appointed to select the place and designate the 
time for the meeting of tte next Commercial Convention have the 
honor to report that Baltimore has been agreed up^n as tbe place 
where, and the first Monday of October, 1871, as the time when, 
the nest Convention shall meet. 

Your Committee submit the following as the basis of representa- 
tion for the next Convention : 

Each incorporated city shall bo entitled to one dolegato, and to 
one additional delegate to evory ten thousand inhabitants over the 
first ten thousand, provided that no city shall be entitled to more 
than ten delegates. 

Each Territory, and the District of Columbia, sLall be entitled to 
one delegate ; and each State to one delegate for each Cougressional 
district, to be appointed by the Governor. 

Each incorporated railroad, steamboat, manufacturing and mining 
company in actual operation, having a cash capital of $100,000, ahalt 
be entitled to one delegate. 
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Every Ohimber of Commerce and Board of Trade stall be en- 
titled to one delegite. 

The Committee of Arraagemonts sliall have autliority to iuvite 
persona of erainenoe in the arts and sciences, or in commercial and 
aj^rieultural pursuits, and suck other persons of distinction as thej 
may deem to the interest of the Convention. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
On motion of Mr. Pendery, of Arkansas, the report 
Wiis amended by substituting for "the first Monday of Octo- 
ber," the "third Monday of September," as the time for 
holding the next Convention. 

The report as thus amended was adopted. 

Mr. WiCKERSHAM, of Alabama, offered the following: 

Rcmlced, That a Committee of five be appointed by the Chair to 
memorialize Confjress, at its next session, to open the canal around 
the Muscle shoals on the Tennessee river. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Clark, of Alabama, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the thar.ks of this Convention are hereby tendered 

to the fair ladies who have graced this Convention by their presence 

in the galleries during its sessions. 

Adopted. 

Mr. E. A. James, of Tennessee, offered the loUowing: 

Resohed, That the Committees appointed by this Convention that 
fail to report to this Convention upon the various subjects referred 
to them, are ree[uested to report to the nest Convention the result 
of their labors. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr, Kerne, of Maryland, offered the following : 
Reiolve.d, That this Convention call the attention of governors of 
States, presidents of immigration societies, manufacturers and capi- 
talists, willing to embark in industrial pursuits, to the thousands of 
skilled German artists and mechanics espelled from France in con- 
secjuence of the present war raging between Gtermany and France, 
and request them to use all means in their power, and if necessary 
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to advance mnterial aid, to encourage them to come to tho United 
Slafea of North America with the assurance of a heartfelt welcome. 
Resolved, That this CoDvention o^k the aid of the Press of this 
country to give the largest puhlication to this suhject, in order to 
bring it to the notice of all interested. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Maccabe of Arkansas, offered the following . 

Whereas, By acts of Congress, approved July 4, 1866, certain 
lands were granted to the States of Missouri and Arkansas, for the 
purpoEQ of extending the Iron Mountain Railroad from Pilot Knob, 
Mifsouri, to Helena, Arkansas ; and 

Whereas, The time in which the condilions precedent to the 
accruing of said ^rant of lands expires bj limitation, in July, 1871 ; 

Whereas, It was impossible for the people of the State of Ar- 
kansas, to comply with said conditions since the passage of the act 
in 1866; and 

Whereas, The State of Mississippi has chartered a railroad en- 
titled the Mobile & Grreat North-western Railroad, running from 
Mobile, Alabama, to a point opposite Helena, in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, which road will be a continuation of the Iron Mountain 
Railroad, constituting a great North and South trunk line from St. 
Louis to the gulf of Mexico ; therefore 

liesolved, That in view of the interest involved, and the import- 
ance of the projected railroad, this Convention respectfully recom- 
mend to to the United States Congress, an extension of the time la 
which to perform the conditions of the grant of lands limited in 
the act of Congress of July 1866. 

Adopted. 

Gov. Fletcher, of Missouri : Mr. President, I move that 
this Convention now adjourn, to meet at Baltimore, on the third 
Monday of September, 1871. 

Pending the motion to adjourn, Hon. John W. Gaeeett, 
President of the Convention, made the following remarks : 

Before submiting the motion to adjourn, the Chairman desires to 
return his profound acknowledgments to every member of the Con- 
vention for the CO operation, courtesy, and aid extended to him in 
the performance of his duties throughout its entire proceedings. 
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Rarely liaa so interesting a conference occurred — rarely, on any 
occasion, has so muoli good luen effected in bo limited & time. 
Tho cordiality and earnestneBS and fraternity which have been 
evinced by every delegate can not faii to have favorable reactive 
effectB npon the entire country. (Cheers.) 

Not one word of personal antagonism or criticism of an unkindly 
character has been ultered during the protracted deliberations, on so 
many and such important subjects. (Cheers.) 

Why has this been the case, gentlemen ? Because you have met 
as citizens of our common country, to deliberate upon our common 
interests, irrespective of any party relations (cheers) or demands, 
and thus the very hearts of the people — their true disposition, tone 
and sentiment have been developed. (Cheers.) Can it be other- 
wise, when we see such fraternity under such oircurastancea — when 
tliose who were engaged in the Confederate army meet those who 
served in the Federal army — those from the South meet on the soil 
of Ohio, citizens of the North, East and West, and combine in 
efforts for the common interests in pejfecl accord— can it be possi- 
ble that, throughout the country, such expression, free from every 
-political excitement, will not bo recognized as exhibiting the real 
wishes of the people? (Cheers.) 

I beg on behalf of the citizens of Baltimore, and of the State of 
Maryland, whom I have the honor to represent, to thank this Con- 
vention for selecting that city as the place for its next moetinpii 
and I render this acknowledgment, not from ordinary motives, hut 
because this action gives the assurance, in connection with the 
national character of the organization, that Maryland shall have 
the privilege, for which our people have longed since the close 
of the war, to show the whole country how perfectly, how honestly, 
in what a spirit of kindness they regard their Southern brethren, 
and to express that warmth and cordiality in personal intercourse. 
(Cheers.) I trust, gentlemen, that every member may return 
safely and happily to his home; that all may leave this beautiful 
and hospitable city, this splendid seat of commerce, full of pleasant 
memories ; and that we may meet every member, with those who 
will be added to our number, in Baltimore, on the day proposed 
for the meeting of the next Convention. (Prolonged cheers.) 

The motion is to adjourn this Convention to meet in Baltimore, 
on the third Monday in September next. 
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A delegate from Michigan, ottaioed the floor by the 
general consent of the Convention, ancj said : 

Mr. Chairman, I dosire to saj tbat 1 had prepared a. resolution 
which I had intended to offer, had opportunity presented itself, 
designating tlio citj of Detroit for the place of holding the next 
Oonveotion. As a member of the municipal government of that 
city, I wish to sa;, that had Detroit heen selected as the place for 
holding the nest Convention, nothing would have been wanting 
that could have been done on the part of the citj. I would now 
like to offer a substitute, that the city of Detroit be designated by 
this Convention, as the nest place of meeting, instead of the city of 
Baltimore. 

Mr. Elliott, of Tennessee: Mr. Chairman, five years ago, 
the first meeting of the National Board of Trade was held in the 
oity of Detroit. That city, then eir, by her hospitality, her mag- 
nificence, and her liberality in the entertainment of the delegates, 
so covered herself over with glory, that there is not a spot left for 
that purpose, big enough to put your hand upon. (Much laughter.) 

The motion of Gov. Fletches, to adjourn, was then 
pat, and the Convention 

ADJOURNED. 



by Google 



APPENDIX. 



by Google 



by Google 



BANQUET. 



At the invitation of the municipal authorities of the city 
of Cincinnati, extended through the Committee of Arrange- 
ments for holding the Conventio:), the delegates to the 
Southern Commercial Convention attended a Banquei given 
in their honor, on Friday evening, October 7th, 1870, in 
Pike's Music Hall. Tiieodoee Cook, Chairman of the 
Committee, presided, and James F, Toreence served as 
Vice President. The delegates assembled in the rotunda 
of the Burnet House, at 7-^ o'clock, P. M., and after some 
time spent in general conversation they proceeded in a 
body to the Hall, being welcomed with music by Currier's 
Cornet Band. The Hall was profusely and appropriately 
decorated, the chief feature being the display of plants and 
flowers. The balcony was reserved for ladies who attended 
in evening dress. Covers for five hundred guests were 
provided. Two dais tables extended across the stage, at 
which were seated the President of the Bar.quet, with Hon. 
George H. Pendleton on his right, and Judge H. C. 
Whitman on his left, the Vice Presidents of the Conven- 
tion and in\T,ted guests. Six other tables extending from 
the Orchestra to the rear of the Hall accommodated the 
remainder of the guests. Tables were provided for journal- 
ists in the orchestra circle. Mr. Cook introduced the Eev. 
A- D. Mayo, who invoked Divine blessing upon the enjoy- 
ments of the evening. The delegates and guests were then 
seated and were served with the following : 
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At 10 o'clock, President Cook arose and welcomed the 
delegates to the hospitalities of the evening, and annouaced 
the regular toasts in order as follows ; 

1st.— Our Guests. 

Response by Judge H, 0. 'Whitman, of Cincinnati. 

2d.~- Agriculture. 

Keaponse by Col. II. D. Oapers, of Savannsh, Ga. 

3il.— Commerce. 

Hesponse by Gov. Thos. C. Flbtcher, of St. Louis, Mo, 

*tli— Manufactures. 

RoEponae by W. II. MoOEE, Esq., of Pittsburg, Pa. 

oih.— Railroads. 

by R. S. Elliott, Esq., of St. Louis, Mo. 



6th. — River and Navigation Interests. 

Response by Hon. R. M. Cobwine, of Cincinnati. 

Tth.— The United States. 

Response by Uen. Nathaniel P. Banks, of Masaacbusetts, who 
was received with rapturous and prolonged applause. 

8th— Tennesaeei 

Response by Hon. W. G. Bbien, of Nashville, Tenu. 

9th.— Pennsylvania. 

Response by G-en. J. Z. Sweitzeh, of Pittsburg, Pa, 

10th.— rirginia. 

Response by Isaac H. Carrinqton, Esq., of Richmond, Va, 

nth.— Jfew rorJfc. 

Response by Benj. P. Bakee, Esq., of New York city. 



12th.— Georgia. 

Response by Dr. E. 8. Rat, of Atlanta, Ga. 
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13th.— Kentucky. 

KeepoDSQ by Gen. Geo. W. Chilton, of Louisville, Ky. 

nth.— Ohio. 

Reaponse by Judge Charles R. Rhodes, of Marietta, O. 

15tli. — Smith Carolina, 

RespoDse by J. Barrett Cohen, Esq., of Charleston, 8. C. 

1611].— Iowa. 

Response by T. M. Monroe, Esq , of Dubuque, Iowa. 

17th. — Mississippi. 

Response by Col. J. P. Pbtor, of Corintb, Misa. 

18th.— Zjouisian a. 

Responso by Judge Wm, M. Bcrwell, of New Orleans, La. 

19th.— Iforth Carolina. 

Response by J. C. Mills, Esq., of Cbarbtte, N. C. 

20ili.— Michigan. 

Reaponse by Hon. Richard Hawlet, of Detroit, Mic-h, 

2lKt. — Alabama. 

Response by Col. M. D. Wickerbham, of Mobile, Ala. 

22 d. — Indiana. 

Response by Dr. W. S. Pierce, of Indianapolis, Ind. 

23d.— Texas. 

ReapODse by Got. G. W. Throckmorton, of Austin, Texas. 

24th.—. Nevada. 

Reaponse by John G. Fox, Esq., of Caraon City, Nevada. 

25lh.— Missouri. 

Response by Capt. EaRT. Able, of St. Louis, Mo. 

26th.— Maryland. 

Response by Thob. J. MoKaio, Jr., Esq., of Baltimore, Md. 
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27tii.— Kansas. 

Response by Judge J. L. Pendery, of LoaTenworth, Kansas. 

28th.— Florida. 

Keuponse bj Dr. R. B. Bdbrouohs, of Tatkhassec, Fla. 

29 th.— Massachusetts, 

Reaponse by Gfen. N. P. Banks, of Mass. 

aotli.— JUinoia. 

Response by 

Slat,— Wisconsin. 

Response by 

At the conclusion of the responses, Mr. Theodokk 
Cook, was loudly called for, and after he had responded 
with a few well timed remarks, the banquet concluded at 2^ 
o'clock, A. M. 
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